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Abstract

This study examines how vocabulary type and vocabulary size influence the organizational
patterns of the mental lexicon among learners of Chinese as a second language (CSL). Twenty-
four CSL learners participated in two written tasks: a Vocabulary Size Test and a Word
Association Test. Based on the vocabulary size results, participants were divided into two
groups (high and low proficiency), each comprising 12 learners. The Word Association Test
involved 18 stimulus words representing three lexical categories—nouns, verbs, and
adjectives. Participants were instructed to freely produce as many associative responses as
possible for each stimulus word. The collected responses were analyzed in terms of association
type, word class, and vocabulary size level.The findings indicate that: (1) the associative
connections in CSL learners’ mental lexicons are primarily semantic, with syntagmatic
(combinational) associations occurring more frequently; (2) word class exerts a noticeable
influence on mental lexicon organization, as nouns elicit the largest number of responses,
followed by verbs and adjectives. Nouns tend to produce more paradigmatic associations,
whereas verbs and adjectives yield more syntagmatic ones, with minimal differences
between the latter two categories; and (3) vocabulary size affects the structural pattern of
the mental lexicon. Learners with larger vocabularies demonstrate a higher proportion
of paradigmatic associations, suggesting that their lexical organization more closely
approximates that of native speakers.
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1. 5|8

WE IR R B IR I E A A K IALLR S 200, B QIR S AR S E R Pud K e,
NATTSE oG E  T 0 BEAE 5 2 158 18 5 I SS9 ot .

SRV Y ity PR E B IS v S | P e d o RN~ N T R N R B S £ P o 29 RIS 2R
MR AT IB IR 19 HA K RIEEAIERER . Treisman 7E 1960 F 5 R 7 O BIA ML — 5. O HLE
RN, AR ARNES SR S5EXNED, KWE S IRAEFEILs T, MR “3&
AE” o RAEAU B 7 )V HHRAE R AR RS, 98 RarlI i 20 2377 3K R HAE Al A sk A% v ) 2 L
BUH o B0 BEE Co BR8] ML (1) AR SR AP IR, WEAUR B, Ao 3 —alCE S it A5 B B A
EEFENE, EEEELR, Uy AR “F7 x40, Wi EARI TR TR, K, gt
SEHBSRANTUH T2 TE. NFRXAECB RN 4 2 AHRMEE,  H0A N2 BRI
A TR PN FREH SR 2 18 P45 318 (Theory of Semantic Memory) AN, A A A5 SRS PLZES w2017
FETE 2%, ARSI R AE L S A S RO R K, XK AW LRI ZFIEA, B
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M A IEEHF155 . Collins A Loftus 715 X2 BRG { J6hh b4 H 1738 SO TR0 § 18 (Spreading-
activation Theory), Z%FRIRHEH, KIMES LLLE B A7k, MRS IR 015 SUBCR s &R, H
XA oE MK RS, 18U S SR, FE b E F R K SOE 5 5 B
Ak (ECIZBRIEFEY, WO RAWAE ER Rk, AT BT IR N 2% 2540 . 5 RE 0 3 3] 4
I, S8R OISR E 5 2 B 2 M E R B E T R R R RS S T BT L
Fhghit: 10 8O BRI S RAF -5 B O 2 ] SR AL AR AR AT 15 & BE S FNE SUREs, (HUOBS A .
2. TABOHE BLRAE DIE SUBREE N T, B BRGEIRD o [ P DT AT O 3 ST AT S AR R R LA Y
SERIRHIE T . RZHEFH N, B OB S I S50 DS SUBREE 32, (HOC T8 SUIBeAh U Fh i N
SN T MAAFEF o HHE(2009) 5KHE(2010) [1] [2]38 5D 6 HE3E 35 2% >) F 0 B L (0t 78 R L, L5
DIRGRNNE, HE NGRS RN 2R R REES, ARG AR e 3G i & T4 A R
88 SO il = o e 2B e SN P2 B A s = 17 G e = R 1o 1= Ha P 1 P2 A= N £V
SO BRSNS R B TR 3K, R AR AR AR e AR R A RN E, T shia A i AR, AR
MR FEXF 1% o) BB T AN [E B 2L R IEAREE(2010). FR132:25(2015) #EE(2018) [3]-[S]AA, il —iE
O HR AR GRS A R R BT TR B39 K e . L R R 2 BT 98BN i S wHIT,
PABCIEAE M58 08 5 (0 B SR AE 52 R 3 70 H iTIe b, Wh it R AR b T oK%/ 4,
WML T 2EBE A . FRAEIE(2010) [61FRTE 1R HI K P IUE 2 21 3 (1O B SR AE S50, R I OFE
W DATE R N E, G OV S TR A R . EHAEIH(2016) 52 BEIR(2017) [7] 8138 i X & L
VB2 2] 3 AR B A ML 5 MBI TG e L R AR R DO B N 3, (BRI S EE S R M.
VB R SR SRR B BRI EnE W AR R, Hrh A S NEE 2 TRE R, T E T HARSE A
SN

VAR SR FE T IR A2 A AR R Bhike . BHIESEIE . Stroop SLIGAIE Fr iy 4 SLIRAE,
oA 1A Y AR A 1] B S AT I AR A BN i, HLREE B2 SR A X 11 o 2L ] L Qe B &6 AR e
ORI AR 50 7 328 6 1) 91 B AR I XA S e 9 7 v o 1T AR K T 1960 AFAR R FH =% BEE A 38 JL & 10
HOER AL RS BS . Wik, fENNRIE R, W g0 W b B B 7 2
RED— @RI, RIS, SRR S H— AN A5 2 AR, RN AR
W S AR, BRI T 4 A Bk B IR AR (R IR A 4 A S R )RR 488 B EH JBAR (B U P 45 H
—ANEEA P, H PR A SZ RO RR ], 5 A S A i B R SRR . AR SEEGSR A B ER AR
MR, MARZE R G, @ik o B fOR 5 R SR 2 (B OG &, JE— DR O 2R i) i (R ) 1 2 L M R 2%

PR R A G2 R R, WlEE a2, R BB IE S AP T IR i S
FAER T2, S MER R, (HIEHF IR WARTEE 2. RIEPR2017) [81¥HI¥EH 7 4 1 A3
WEZ, BERRIAEL SRS R T HE2 MR E RN, HEES KPR, %R s kRS
SN TR 5 #E5 . FREFAEE(2023) [9)iB I wt e eg ) L3 0 PR 1] B 45 M BIT 78 I\ R 44 1] 1 B8 4 e I BL 5t 3] AR
Fin %, AAE N BRI A A S FE 2 1 25 R IERL, AT 2w R B, il
I 5 7K DR 25 T I B AR AR 5 1) A TRV R K S B 22 B . Keeith et al. (2013), Lam et al. (2023) [10][11]
FEXT U JLZE AT B R i 4 ARV AR5 A8, LB RV S, 7R 3Rl Y IR AR I3 A 23t 1) R V7 1]
R P ATEER . IR EE(2023) (917N ) LE AT A iy 2 DA AR AR A 2 J5 AR &
AR B BRI 4 £ 1 E s 12—

2E LRTR, A F8E R AR R SR AT W DE i 2 ) 3 O B A S A A SE R, KR
SRR MR O B B2 SRR BRI o T T A6 LB B U] S 2 2 5 ) R B A H RV B
B e BEVE Y ASHIF 70 3 HR B8 BRIV B AKOP A 2 S 0 B 4] it 2H 2 5 ) 1) e AR A R R A
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BEE R RACT B3R, R A SN ELDR i 5 S B BB o AR SR ST ) AL T - 10008 iR A 3] B
IR AE AR 1 DAMRA S RO E? 2,008 AR A 1 AN R LRI (0 BR AR MR AR 3R AR AE
ZEFY HAZER, BARRILIAT? 3 ARRNC R KPR X BE T 31 0 ] M A GG A R

2. MRXAE
2.1. #iR

AIGPRIE 24 44, HAE 104, L 144, A THIRERFAME %4, 5P E S POER N 1-
24, B 2R, PUEKTAT HSK3 %3 4 2%, HINAEER Y 5.
2.2. RES

AR & PRI IRAT S5, 29 9 AR IE B K P IAaR AT 25 A 3] Y Bk AR oA 55
2.2.1. WLEKENRES

TVC R ECR R S0 BRRF(2022) (120K T B, ZERBEH “YES” 8t “NO” KAl
FT A5 R0 H bR 7T S At B A A 0 R A AT R A A A, A AN
B, AMRILAE 50 MXCFRE,  Horb 30 ANEAF 20 AMEGA @I R ). Rk EIERE (EErd
B SOKPFEL RN = FBNHAL, TR SO0 BRRT(2022) [12] 115k . 4 =
(h—DH/(1 -0 (h T “YES” MEFHE/HEIR S8 f35RR “YES” WRAEE/Bia e ). filan: Hin
HEN 15, h N 0.5 BUdEE N 3, £80.15. WFTESECN 0.412. 30 R on il 2K F .

2.2.2. RCEIEANAES

TVCBRARINRAE 45K 1 AR BT 3R, S5 36 22 25(2023) (91RO 5 1% . 78036 b S B A,
FRNBOR P, ZRAS HIBAR 2R, ARSI TSR EE, BERRAE A b, ki 18
ANFREAE RIEAR, 722 BT R e b e S ad, Hiw (E PR SCEE sk PSR i — 2%
FIPURTC . BTk fliA 3L N 4 1A . SR A2 =28, f—2 6 AN, o 3 ANEATENE, 3 AN
B PrRRIBGR R s A 2. UK. B0 SR W, FEans BhiA. M. B $T. B ERAE.
B, MR S5, B BL T R ISE.

3. KSR
3.1. ECEMRESE RO

FEFNC &P 2R R E R 0.067, fRKMEN 0.860, ZEFRHK . Bl 8] (¥l & 7K 2 8] 43 A1
Ao PEME M=0.4410 AR ST ALECR G 73 8+ Aol v m gL, s s+ A gal
TERIR 4L

3.2. LB ES G R AT

ARSI B0 T ] S 3 2 TR B DR ARl 7 DU, 3 RS LA R RN, TER
SR o BN B SN I T8 SORUSE, B i i H B0 S 821 5 ) R e [R)— 15 %, & A A,
AR E. Bk ERCRAR FgRAR. MILRAR. MRKAR. W 53 - W2EE T -
B TP - R % - e HE RN HERBAETIE SO, HAA 1 AR A R 2 8] Y F4 R
KFo W UK -V, BY], M7 o TR T SONAR R 0R A B N IR 2 [E)E EARAE — E R R
BEE AR, B SOFEBRR . W TR - TR, ToRM: TooR AR 4 A S B ia] AR
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WTEE S B FIRAMEAEMER. W K= -8,

Gt &R N B K LT G A, AT 2345 NN o Hrp R A R N B M A SR
Pedsmi, 0N 37.7%F 55.1%, RIAE SCR AR SR SN HR ) 5 IR 2T 92.8%, BT 153 IR NG R R
LI S N B AR D, EAON 7.2%, BT DA R SO TS R B R TR A R NI A RN

HRPEAS [ERI S BT P 0 S LRI B i R s, IR T DLE H =380, A4 1] 87 ) s B 1] iz
Horm TR A2, AL SR G SRR A S SE PR B S S AR rh = L s 8 i e 350 v T Bl i R 2514 o
MRAE R SRR B R, Gevt 7 DR R BT I R B AR, IR R PR T 2 R
GBI AR, ARAKCEEIRGS TR 2 A O 2RI B 1]

N THIKE USRS S AN S5 P S S S TR Ay A 52, St i V0 VI e 7S AR ) e e g o s v 2R 7 7
H s B 1] PR SR

I3 % T A N RN A A I N HEAT 2 (ANE E/KF) x 3 (Gl WK R Z it fERE RN F: @il &
AKPE R (F (1,30) = 33.132, p < 0.001), m/KPHHEZRERNMM =27.72 vs. 21.44), FPEE
RN (F(2,30) = 17.304, p < 0.001), %418 5] & 2 % 2 T 3R M 208 [ A R (p < 0.001), 3hid 572
AR TR 7 R (p = 0.460) . A2 HAE R (F(2,30) = 14.216, p < 0.001), fRiSRN TR, EKF4AE
S0 L B T2 R A KB(p <0.001), TESiEF A EEAR R EHE RN WK T E
RN (F(1,30) = 11.990, p=0.002), {K/KF4H7= H B 244 R B.(M = 36.06 vs. 33.06). 7] ¥4 8508 2 2
(F(2,30)=9.453,p <0.001), #ial5| K EEZ T hirR ML AR KA E R Bi(p < 0.05), #hia5H 4R T W%
Z5(p=0.094). 32 HAFH S (F(2,30)=4.305,p=0.023), FjEARN R, KK FHME LT B &
FH LA RN (p <0.001), EFRA A LY 2 5.

4. Wig

AW FE 5 AEARHATE 2R 5 3R 8K T DS i 2 3] 0 B B SR F RS . T R &
AP AR 5 (Rl AR AR BT A58 M, FRATT R B DUIE 3 2 3T 3 1O B A SRt 45 05 5 DAAE SUR NN
F, BERPEHAE RN 5 ETE 92.8%. X —45 R —2, UWHATE B I8, %08 BEE
B CATE X5 RONAZ O BRI I8 54 o T TR 45 B O BRAE 55 22 AR DS ERAE, P ASHIE 70 0 = AN 70 1) AT
20 R

T, KT DS B2 ) OB S A A AR AE , AT T 45 S B I SCHR &S 75 0 B 1A i e
R IS, TS T BRI ) A RN AR . AR, 18 SGEAZ R & DA S I AR
N 2 T3 A [ 5 P 18 U R A LI, A5 R ISR U T s /2 P 4% v 9 8. X T il 203
M, BERTC AR MR, 18 S48 b 1 A R B0 AN W8 o, (675545 s 1) VA 6 FRE
X3 2 s, AN TR SR T SRS P2 A o AT T 5 SR PP SO 9 v o B s e 1 9 K 7 o B 3] i
TERLT WD 05 UM 48 458, AR MR 8 B BIRHEF /K, H ORI B 2 115 SO RHE .

HIR, RTARFEERMZESR, BRI T AR 4 T H 2 RES5HE KB, i
BN A R E BRI A P o 31X — B G R AN S 2% 1) 45 0 T e 22 S A B VR B /N 2 THI
BHTIERE . WB XN MAER, 2iiEE G NG i 0Ty &, 8 SUMER), RS 2 R
T R HPIBAESERR, FWERGERET SO ilz 28R RN. HRZ T, 3)
WA AR AR 78 200 R e, HAB UK T 5 AR f L0 R, BR 5 DA BT SR H K .
B, U - K7 A - a7 SR RO T S 25 B T AL IR R () S A, AR [ 28R (Y s 1 2R
Ho MWHIBEMER, shid MR e RS B AR S 5 RS2, eI OB RIS
ZAKM T ANEDIRENIEBCHESE . DRI, 2 = 5 2 TN 3 ] BOY 28 R fNS0R I, 58 46 i) 085 A ) 2UAs
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A B+ BT TR + A7 RAEBIRRL, SA RN Ty R S R 5 L
R T DA, 4498 S A T 2 30 BAR P SR I B AE AT, T A S T 25 AA SRS U (AR T
)30 AR M AL R

TR, KT RACFRIm, AR R ER, il R S R & RN ] 5% & T
B, BHEMNE R AR . X R UIREEAIC A MY K, 2 1% LB U U551 i DR 2 P
S BRI 2R IO 7 LA SCTEIE g oo (R 25 AL S5 M8 o AR I R 10, /K T ST TR L%
GEE A BTN, AN A ROSOR, B By OE BRI AN A, T
WAL . XA, R R BRI A SN T R s, SR R T AR T SR 4 ()
TR, A0 T M f 4 R S B R 11 U U

SEAb, AV AR 28 2 A AE B A8 EAE - KT S 1 4 ) 25 A b TR S R R
B 7K P2 31 5 U 7E = 285 1393 Bt DL & SRR A O o X — S5 SRR, 44 1 60 0 2% e o M AT
SURG e PEAT BB R B R B B RRAE . B AIC RN, 2 S8 3 42 4 (0 S T At
10, AR R O FE R N T AL SR 4L 0 T S S R I T

g5 1, ATRFCIGE BAR R T 1I0 2870 51790 5O BE 7 S5 M 1 S B, ML B 5 2
W SR T BRI R B T8 UL 15 “ L A0 Ha3h . 2% 5135 (0 0B i 3=l 16 8 0 AR B,
A — AN B AL IE L% R 55, AR mE T 3 AR IR KA S R0 T E 3 k.
5. &5

AHE T LADLE B 52 S R, SRATATC S ACH NS SRCBAE I B, 58 AR iR
KPR B R S SR EE K I N o BT AU SR, DU IR 5 513 10 LR R 4 7 303 DATE LB E
NE, HPHERAN S HE R, R A SR R EEAEH], 41 51 R RN R %,
HIE A SN ) 25 v T o ST AR s Shim AT A0 8 s B 2R A SR B AR Ly s i, A& I
25 o YRR AT [T X o B O] S G R 0 A 2 S, BEE R BRI, A ) B RN R
BTNV G B R AR & O, PR SR TE U IS . oS s A, o A BHE TR X
A S E TSI

MR JRIEE , AL RENIE 1 BOS 3 RO R X S 2% 3 SRR I RE . 35 5 51 3 Do B L 1Y)
VB SCT RAEAWT i 5 A TR OB RE R R AT . 55— 7T, A5 RABAAIL 1A 2OE R R A% O A
SRR, SRS 52 HERAEME CHESE, ShiE SRR R AH & OB S B 752 2] F 5
LA I -

MR HRTE, AOFFEIRR, RN B3 b N E T M 265 0 SRR B XA B 57 . UM AE ]
CHes NN B R RO PRI AR e, A B o o) 3 S SN AR G T SCIBRAS P 45 5
[, FrEES . SRR IR, R I E AR S AVE R IS BB AN . IXARRE
REfedt O PR PR AR e, B RESE i 5 7 Y AR I B S5 HE R o ARSRIT FE T ik — 259 RtV
gh by SIS A0S F S IR (W ERP fMRI 55), M 2 452 30AF 15 O3 ] i i S 25 1) Bh A4
AL, T A0 B 5 2 Be 5 AR SR IR A 5 IR R IR SRR o
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