Modern Linguistics BLAUIE £, 2025, 13(12), 357-366 Hans X0
Published Online December 2025 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ml
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2025.13121272

B EMUAT (ELIRAR) PMEFHN
R

$55
IWFIME RS BE, 10T KiE

ks H B 20254FE10 31 H; A HEM: 20254F12H33H; KA H#: 20254512 18H

HE

(EGIERZE) HREER®E, THOE, SR 4. FEAEERSEZ —, S EHRBH RS
POESBEMNIBERT . XN ERRBA/RBER, BREKSOVIEF, 5/5EF(POSMHFIE, MiUiE
=SVOiEFF, AT E A (PRE). JuEAR L PGS ZR/RFEE RN, HIL T PRE-POSIBRASEH . X
EREHESREZER, BTRETEMT, (ELBRARR) FMAERFRRBEES.

KR
EEEAL, EELREY, ERWE, MR

The Evolution of Adpositional Word
Order in “The Record of Guarding the
Frontier during the Zhengtong Reign”:
A Language Contact Perspective

Xueqi Li

School of Chinese Language and Literature, Liaoning Normal University, Dalian Liaoning

Received: October 31, 2025; accepted: December 3, 2025; published: December 18, 2025

Abstract

“The Record of Guarding the Frontier during the Zhengtong Reign”, authored by Ming dynasty in-
terpreter Yang Min, is characterized by its extensive use of colloquial language and detailed narra-
tive. As a primary historical source, it directly reflects the grammatical traces of Mongolian-Chinese
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language contact in the Ming dynasty. The Mongolian language, belonging to the Altaic family, ex-
hibits a typical SOV word order and aligns with the use of postpositions (P0OS), whereas Chinese
follows an SVO word order and predominantly employs prepositions (PRE). During the Yuan and
Ming periods, Northern Chinese, influenced by the Altaic languages, developed a mixed PRE-POS
structure. This study applies linguistic typology theories to explore the evolution of adpositional
word order in “The Record of the Guarding the Frontier during the Zhengtong Reign” within the
context of Mongolian-Chinese language contact.
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