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Abstract

This study investigates the historical evolution and phonological impact of second-grade medials in
ancient Chinese phonology. Through textual research and comparative analysis, we systematically
trace the developmental trajectory of these medial sounds from the Upper to Middle Ancient peri-
ods, examining their differentiation across dialects. The findings reveal that the evolution of sec-
ond-grade medials is closely linked to the development of Chinese initial and final systems, with
their patterns reflecting the inherent logic of the phonological structure. The research further ex-
plores how the evolution of second-grade medials influenced dialectal differentiation in Chinese,
providing new perspectives for the study of Chinese phonological history.
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