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Abstract

Compared to ancient Chinese, the most prominent feature of modern Chinese is the tendency of
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words to become disyllabic in structure. The monosyllabic words of ancient Chinese have evolved
into disyllabic morphemes in modern times. Our research will focus on the lexicalization of disyl-
labic words formed by the combination of synonymous or antonymous morphemes. We will use

» o« » o«

“jiang hu”, “ben pao”, “chi cun”, and “shang xia” as typical examples for in-depth analysis. By exam-
ining the processes, motivations, and mechanisms behind the lexicalization of these disyllabic
words, we aim to uncover the unique patterns in the development of the Chinese vocabulary,
providing new perspectives and theoretical support for the study of the history of Chinese vocabu-
lary. During the process of lexicalization, these disyllabic words are influenced by various factors
such as semantic integration, grammaticalization, and frequency of use in language. The results of
their lexicalization have enriched the Chinese vocabulary system, while also clearly reflecting the
dynamic changes and complex structures that characterize the development of the Chinese vocab-
ulary.
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