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Abstract

This study presents a cross-disciplinary investigation of pronouns in English academic research ar-
ticles, examining their overall distribution and disciplinary variations. Based on a self-compiled cor-
pus, statistical and comparative analyses were conducted on representative journals in both hard
and soft sciences. The results indicate that pronouns occur significantly more frequently in soft sci-
ence texts, reflecting a stronger emphasis on authorial presence and reader interaction, whereas hard

XEF|IH: . SOEEARIATIE SO AR BB AR T[], BURIE F 2, 2025, 13(12): 585-591.
DOI: 10.12677/ml.2025.13121300


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ml
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2025.13121300
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2025.13121300
https://www.hanspub.org/

Jifi

science texts tend to favor objectivity and depersonalization. Further analysis shows that personal
pronouns are the most commonly used across disciplines, while demonstrative and relative pro-
nouns are relatively concentrated in hard sciences, primarily serving discourse cohesion and refer-
ential functions. This cross-disciplinary study demonstrates the significant influence of disciplinary
context on pronoun usage and provides new empirical insights into identity construction and rhe-
torical strategies in academic research articles.
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1. 5|8

AR 5 R 4P SeEUR A SOy, BRI g R SCE T 55 RASA P AR E
AR . IERIAETE 5 450 58 UM T RO AL, ARE 20 A1 5 08 FRFAE BT O TS 5 o 5 1R R
TR EGE] 1] [2].

[e JEt i N I T o] LUACII, ARRIE R AR 3 B« RIB L A L GUR TR G5 T T2 2 1T 2 R0
BUA SCHRIE 5 MDA 1 BE AT 2 AR RS O AR . — RS R, I R SR ARG AR & A1 S0P e
—ABK T A “we” IR TAERHEEE, DRAEARMESEAS 5K, mHERHE S SR
VD LA AT WAL B AR RF 2P [3]-[6]; —R%RIFER, BREBUREM “17 BERIEN AR A, R
FHEZEM “we” RBLBIBNGAEMBT T ML, AR W ERIRIEAEZE SR U0 N} 2 AU 55— AR
FREUR[T7]-[9]; =R H TR, R FBUAMEH “we” RIVEMIEIFHD “17 “you” ,
TRV 51 3 50 38 T8 FH A 0l 1 AR R A I, [F R BB L RS v 3 BUER L B A B
[10]-[12]; PURPIRAELL, BEFCRoREE — ARG I 2 ETHES, THRRH “we” , IR 2L
HESRMEMNE S B, MARERE(EE 28 “we” MAEILZES AFRIC BRGS0 IR 13]-[15]. 45
Errkn, RECAHUTAES - ARG AR R 7R R, R 3 AR S A A
RUFRGEBEIIRAL, B2 RRE R AR (3K R G LU T M AR TT e, X AR — @ FE R IR
T HATHACALEA R A RHES T 450 . Thae 52 R B 4y AL 11 T B0 4 2R A%

EFUE, AT A @R A RGE TR SCERE, B ARG A RS R 22 AR G
PR P ATHRAE,  LEACRE AL 22 5 R AR SCR A RACR SRR 22 57, IR IR IR S 2 7 55
FHEAEMVE KRR H AT AR R o XL W AU B TR AR D BE R B 22 RHER AR, o3 s 22
A S L] 5 2 ARRE SRR L T B S %,

2. RiAAYS K

PAFEA T ZAE PR SRR — 2l HBEARAGE . A RS fEn AR,
BERARIA . R R FIASERIASE, 58 R IEREIIRE . R D RE XA AURHIEEATRI 2> o 438 Quirk er
al. [16]5 Biber et al. [17]FRGE 2RI R, FFE5E AR RIS, ASCRWEFCTE IR E T AR
s W FEAE . B FRR AR ASEAE L A EAGE A SE R A o 2 T AR v e 1] A A
PR, AT TFMMEA IR, BORPIN T & 1 RIS T AR AR 70 e - B 4 26 0 AR 82,
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Table 1. Subcategories of pronouns

= 1. RiapsrsE

ME Bz A

NFRARR] I, me, we, us, you, he, him, she, her, it, they, them

L/ EXhwil my, mine, our, ours, your, yours, his, her, hers, its, their, theirs

S B AR myself, yourself, ourselves, yourselves, himself, herself, itself, themselves

= anril this, that, these, those

AL everyone, everybody, everything, someone, somebody, somthing, anyone, anybody,
anything, no one, nobody, nothing, every, some, any, each, either, neither, none, one

AHEA A each other, one another

KENIA wh-pronouns, that

FELRG AT NI 73 FMELE AR B, AHE AT ASE A one HIIE XS DIRERATAHM 70, RILIX 73 L
B8, BARRGRMM =, Hrp, HUEE one TERMEHEIREIIRE, SR ORIEREER
555 MRS IR one MIARILHACIAAE 1 e T2 FRIX 7 T B ThRe (. [AIUL,  ASHIT FE 000K 5
REIFNZFER one PINGHT,  LLIORA 7070 L RO RL 274k S5 i ik

3. BERIREMMRTGE

AW FEHET BEERERAT . RATE, a2 55N RME MR RE, 15T
S EE AR AR FRK . 1E Science in Elsevier FATZ R PUAS =R S0 TR S, BRE kK&
I IE) 2y 2011~2025 4, DARAECRAIT FT 45 RN Rt 5 A0SR . B2, JLUSCERY B2 BT 30 48 J . 5L
RGO 122 0%, MR TS SRR WERIE T FITNR S 11208 EHEIR 41, Wi
BRPAATIE SOERLR . fEERHE IS AR b, SRR SCIESCH Sy, MIBRA H | 2L, Bogt, BIR U
J 2378 SCERAFE AR IE SC A 28 o Ntk — B A DR aE BB B AT B e, A8 SCRIFH Python X 9N 05 RHEE EAT BEATLAHAE
fif R AERIE S B B B RREPET . B ZIE RN HA T LU IR BERR A 2R T8 SCPE (Hard
Discipline of Research Articles, f#i#% HDRA), 31l 520,238 JEAF; HRH 22 AR BT S (Soft Discipline
of Research Articles, f&#X SDRA), Lit 526,724 JEFF. S5 8 W% 2.

Table 2. Description of HDRA and SDRA
7 2. HDRA F1 SDRA KY#IRK

EF TR} TERFEL Bt
7/ pit= 257748
HDRA i 520238
THE ML 262490
HE 260169
SDRA ) 526714
iegiis 266545

AW S fE B AntCone BUEF )18 15 3L (Concordance) T fE, M HDRA 1 SDRA A HEH -2 AR 17 )
A PLSEE] . BEJE, WFFCE XSRS AT N TR E Sk, SR HIES H A BIE B A HAh
EAEF F AR IR 75 B, ARG T 25 R Ee s 3L 52 I WA E E AR AR SR AR S O 72250808
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AEERRY B, TS RAREA FFRHE R I A AR S I, FEEH SPSS 26.0 #4775 6 45 (Chi-
square test), AR I0 B S RHA QIR FH 2 R B, 4 p<0.05 B, PCAWAEEZR B 5%E
X

4. RER7h

4.1. RIAEFZARBATS PR E ST

N5 GATAEA [F 2 R B AR FRFAE . AR ST E et R 22 2RI SCPE (HDRA) -5 R 2
FARIYIHR SO (SDRA) B A A 1 I BUAEGEEAT 1 4tit, SR 3 B (5 77 b .

Table 3. Overall frequencies of pronouns in HDRA and SDRA
3 3. XIA7E HDRA 71 SDRA B AERIER

F RF. SF.
HDRA 19321 371.39
SDRA 23578 447.64

Note: RF =Raw Frequency; SF = Standard Frequency (per 10,000 i),

3 WoR, WA AR SCRE AR Y SR AR A EC 19,321, FRAESIECH 371.39; BRHEZEAM
T8 S ARIA] F GRS 23,578, FRUESTECN 447.64. RAAKRE, HORLF AR AR B B T
MRS, RPRPHEEFEFZAR S E P T2 A DLSE IS e 5 B3 dh— X miiikhm
JRAEIRBOIHAT R TR, 45 B EIR 2 =387.296, p<0.001, ZFEFEZEKT. XEHPEEREH
AR RS ZE R,

4.2. BERRAERENZPOEAER

FE BRI ATRFAE 73 AT IR 2, ARSCE 20X B AR 27 AR T8 S (HDRA) 5 R F 2 AR 1118 5
JE(SDRA) 1 &A1 AL PG SLEAT 1 Gevh S L. & 4 B 7 -BIARAE PSRl 2 ARER h i S 4k
W ARHERE R L E o b, DUROR AN [FACTR] SR AR R R 15 B v B 20 AR AL

Table 4. Frequencies of Subcategories of pronouns in HDRA and SDRA
F 4. £FERIALE HDRA # SDRA R EERIER

s HDRA SDRA

AR R
R.F. SF. Pct. R.F. SF. Pct.

AFRARA 5589 107.43 28.93% 6882 130.66 29.19%
Wy AR 2310 44 .40 11.96% 4994 94.81 21.18%
= B R 84 1.61 0.43% 258 4.90 1.09%
= anril 5750 110.53 29.76% 5520 104.80 23.41%
Ztawil 2271 43.65 11.75% 1933 36.70 8.20%
HHE AR 64 1.23 0.33% 55 1.04 0.23%
KRR 3253 62.53 16.84% 3936 74.73 16.69%

Note: R.F.=Raw Frequency; S.F.= Standard Frequency (per 10,000 i7); Pct. =Percentage.

M 4 TTLLE H, FERERE AR AT SCEHDRA)YY, Faon AR 5 AR I A e i 400

=
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A AR 29.76%F1 28.93%, FL[FIF AR A= ZE AR S5 o X R B IEARL = AE AR R S ME i T i
FRARPTERTA PR B Mk SEUR B 505 B8 1), X 52 iEE 181 Fas R —8. HikZRARN
)(16.84%) A1) T AR (11.96%), 1K W AR 3] 78 1t B 14 A1 PR E PR A ) bt BIER TR ME T . AHELZ T,
AT (11.75%) [ B AR (0.43%) FIAH EAC TR (0.33%) 15 FHH D, 35 AR 2448 5 5 e 5 2 WA iR 532
|RIL, MEDW RIS EWIERK.

TR FAR AR SCE(SDRA) Y, ARRARIA] [FIRE G4 5 62(29.19%), B TR, St BoR}E
AR AR BRI LI I RIE S G @M. X5 Hyland [8]%: T )\ #RHO W 7T R I
— 5, BVORL R A EE — AFRAIA A P A e i TR R 2 . LU FR R AR (23.41%) W) EARIA(21.18%)
KRR (16.69%), TR PB = 1E R E R R % B AR, R EMESE RS R E M E . M
BT, eI (8.20%) RS AT (1.09%) 5 FH EAR 1 (0.23%) 81 F ELBIAAG, ARAT w T-Rl R} 2508 R 2 31
AL R AT R A N o B ) RIS AIE R 35 1 5 T PR 3 5 R AE

4.3. FERIAE 4 NERPHSH
ZIRPE S RN S A BN R BRI BT SE i, SE R S,

Table 5. Frequencies of subcategories of pronouns in four disciplines

5. FXKIAE 4 NERFHSH

feid s A T By
KM RF. SF.  Pet. RF. SF.  Pet RF. SF Pet. RF. SF. Pet

Per-P 3101 29.62 32.32% 2488 23.76 25.58% 3432 3278 2829% 3450 3295 30.14%
Pos-P 935  8.93 9.74% 1375 13.13  14.14% 2587 2471 2133% 2407 2299 21.03%
Ref-P 41 0.39 0.43% 43 0.41 0.44% 133 1.27 1.10% 125 1.19 1.09%
Dem-P 2914 27.83 30.37% 2836 27.09 29.16% 3219 30.75 2654% 2301 2198  20.10%
Inde-P 1058 10.11 11.03% 1213 1159 12.47% 971 9.27 8.00% 962 9.19 8.40%
Rec-P 21 0.20 0.22% 43 0.41 0.44% 31 0.30 0.26% 24 0.23 0.21%
Rel-P 1525 1457 1589% 1728 16.51 17.77% 1757 16.78  14.48% 2179  20.81 19.03%
Total 9595 91.65 100.00% 9726 92.90 100.00% 12130 115.86 100.00% 11448 109.35 100.00%

Note: Per-P = Personal Pronouns; Pos-P = Possessive Pronouns; Ref-P = Reflexive Pronouns; Dem-P = Demonstrative
Pronouns; Inde-P = Indefinite Pronouns; Rec-P = Reciprocal Pronouns; Rel-P = Relative Pronouns.

%5 BoR, AFEARCHETE 4 11228 1 B AR S W R

1) MWEERSKE, T2 AR AR AFAE — & ZE 5o I ARAR S S = (1 215 5 (115.86 1K/
JiiAy, HUCNEHA2(109.35 WK/JTRE),  THIEREA(91.65 WK/ JTIE) S EHLEA(92.90 YR/ T EIAR A A% FH A5
HAAX K. BAEHER, BRZ0ES ¥ 5E Y)W & TR 51 EN), REFTR#E
o HRE 2 S A ) T A SE IR IR AT BRI L3R IA . 1% RIS Hyland [5] [8]96TF “HFERIHESE
AR S B — AR BN R IR AT .

2) MWEFACH R ATEOLRT , AFRATA AR 7= A 5 2 ARE e Hh B oy I I w S4Ram] . AFRARA]
TEIE 5 FHIE 2 28.39% (briEAEL 33.00), J9PUAN =R iy, OB HEL 221 32.95% (FrifEA%L 35.92),
T AR 22 T SN 1 BG40 50 R 32.32% (BRdEAEL 29.62) Y 25.58% (FrifEA%L 23.76). 1X— % 7&K
B, BRRFEE R I VR A NS EUERIE, AR 0 B v R AR 5 s 23, 1X 5 Harwood [9]
EIXF2ERIE] “T7 A0 “we” i 22 5 IO SEAE S0 M — 8 R IR E L 24(27.83%, ARdEAL 25.47) 515
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HL2E(29.16%, FRAESTEL 27.09)H (1F)H FH EL B = 118 5 24(26.54%, FRESIEL 30.76)F1E H12£(20.19%,
PREATEL 22.09), I H I RL 27 B8 M T /R 45 MR G L TG T S 2, 1X 5 Biber 5[ 184 15T
AR IE S LRI FE R PRI I BT A T

Ueah, YERFERF SR AT RRE, 18T 5N 21.13%FrdES% 24.71), EHEHN 22.99%(hx
YEATEL 24.97), HIm TIFESE(9.74%, FRUESEL 8.93)RITH SN (14.14%, brvESi%L 13.15). % RACHAE
F R R AR BT F(14.48%, ARHEMEL 17.45)F1E FE5(19.03%, AniEAIEL 20.81) 5.3 =
TP (11.85%, FRAEHIEL 10.85) 5 ENL(12.07%, FREESHE 11.13), BoRBBHERERIEEHES
R LA E N BT R BRI S EARE B LU BIEE DU TR R ARG A 1%), B
I P RACTRAE 2 ARE S R DR A IR, EEEH T REERETER U« A AR s FH 22 5 LD,
BB = TR, R S RHAIEIZ 3R SO A E AR .

3) MBI LA R, WIERSE S SN AE AR i S5 4 R AR L, 2 BRI R AR o5
o AFRARI 59 F AR o5 AR POARAE, X 5 R0} 2% i 5 00 52 0 5 0t 70 3o 2 mT 36 44 1) 5 R R A —
M. BT, 55 5EMANAERR G FE SR, JUH R AR A A0 2 0 & & T
R, BoREEERR R EMIA TN 2 A G g 5 ARE G0, R iE 0 Bk 3 0.

5. &g

AHFFIET AR FRRERVE, RGN 1 JGE AT SO AT f A P AR 5 0 AL . BT
FEGE R, AT FE AR 27 5 R 27 T R AR AT A7 5 38 22 57t O 2 SOAS o AR A FH AR B vy
JEHAENFRAE] 5P A ] LRI s TR 27 SO o AR 3 AR X s ], SEABUA) a5 8
IR R AR L E R S RE T X Z R A RS 5 5 LRGN, R
HFIR R DT S L S AR S = 5 k. P IR I, R -ERARLE DU A 22 B 0 20 A
(HANF 22 BHA A B O A AR B R 22 57 . MBS 5 TH SR A o RO (AR X SR, RIS 2 W 5
LSRR R GRIE ;T S A S E B R IR A O 2, SRR U AT I T A A L
D RIS IER RETE. BT K, AR TEZRIE A B, AT 7 2R A R I T T I 552
P o

SATT S, ABETCE ARG R, AR TR 2 RHEAGRE N LR G 2R
WRRIR T IR ZE R ] 5N 2R S ARG WUESS 5 S B0 A AR, AT A ARG B ST
P67 AR ANE (S AR ATHEZR, HORTRAACIA Dh BEWE 7T 5 A AR TR IS Z A A ORHK . BLRIR AR
FAEWETCRI 0 B 4R PSR AL TR T RE

JEAWT AR R R MG 7%k IR 1%, EFEE—ERR. H—, ERERRA R, HAN
BB TR B E A B DA 2R, LA R B RL 2 N 2R R
W E F BARATUE b, B DA e MRS, (EADAS 2 AR 7R B B R A8 A 8 AR JZ T e
HF U, ARRBE S Y RIERISOIF N E Z R, DR AR AR R AR, R
MZRR 22807730 AR SERS . BRI S S ERER RS EHE, U
SKIE RS MBI
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