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Abstract

The dynamic online identity employed by communicators in social interactions constitutes prag-
matic identity. This study, grounded in pragmatic identity theory, analyzes the discourse of univer-
sity student journalists through qualitative research methods. Using interview transcripts as linguistic
data, the research examines the typology of pragmatic identity construction, discourse strategies,
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communicative intentions, and contextual factors influencing identity formation. Results reveal that
student journalists navigate three primary pragmatic identities—journalist, peer, and student—dur-
ing interviews, shaped by physical, social, and psychological contexts. These identities serve distinct
communicative purposes. The findings provide practical guidance for student journalists’ profes-
sional development while expanding the theoretical framework of pragmatic identity theory.
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Table 1. Categories of discursive practices related to identity construction
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