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Abstract

Quadrisyllabic compound words represent a distinctive characteristic of the Sino-Tibetan language
family that differentiates it from other language families. The Bailanguage possesses a wealth of quad-
risyllabic compounds, which exhibit features distinct from those found in other languages. Utilizing
field investigation, literature research, and qualitative and quantitative analysis, this paper delves
into the phonetic features of quadrisyllabic compounds in the Yunlong dialect of Bai. In terms of syl-
labic structure, these compounds demonstrate a rich variety, encompassing seven patterns: ABCD,
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ABAC, ABAB, AABB, ABCC, ABCB, and ABBC, with the ABCD pattern being the most frequent. Regarding
the relationship between initials and finals, phonetic redundancy is commonly observed. Rhyming
relationships are more prevalent than alliterative ones, with 11 types of the former and 7 types of the
latter identified, indicating certain patterns in the combination of initials and finals.
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