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Abstract

The passive voice constitutes a fundamental distinction between English and Chinese linguistic sys-
tems. This study investigates construal differences of passive sentences in hard news discourses
through the lens of Figure-Ground Theory, employing corpus-based analysis of comparable English
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and Chinese news texts. Results demonstrate systematic contrasts: English hard news exhibits sig-
nificantly higher frequency of passive constructions, characteristically foregrounding Patients as
Figures while omitting Agents to enhance objectivity. Conversely, Chinese hard news predominantly
employs active constructions with Agent-as-Figure configurations to ensure informational transpar-
ency. These divergences are attributed to differential discourse conventions, distinct cognitive pat-
terns between the two cultures, and typological characteristics of each language. The research of-
fers theoretical foundations for developing effective translation strategies and pedagogical ap-
proaches in second language acquisition, particularly regarding passive construction mastery in
journalistic contexts.
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Table 1. Simulated results of random sampling statistics based on coca and bce news subcorpora (2023~2025)

% 1. ETF COCA K BCC #FlEFEE(2023~2025)RIBENL A G &I R
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Hiif:  “The trade agreement was signed in Geneva on Monday.”

(B#2: The trade agreement <% >, F{i: The trade agreement, 1 5:: implied signatories <ftigF, 5
2 fE2>)
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HiiE:  “A new quantum computing chip was developed by a team of scientists” (KJ&: A new quantum
computing chip <52 5>, Ffi: A new quantum computing chip, 75 5t: ateam of scientists <fiti 5, FaiZ>)
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S MIME TIFESH<ZE, #15>)

W Hr: WA - 1 SECE RN L, 385 7 RHSRCR th g A A R AR SR AR . SEil AR

DOI: 10.12677/ml.2026.141018 129 HUACIE 2%


https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2026.141018

VRZEE

R (ZEE)ETIARER, W@ T D URHSR I O ERST 5. AR R 2N —
AN T R WS, H bR BPRES R AL, TR BRI SRR 5L, TRk
T RSAGE AR AR S i H B . ROWDLER), e BT (FH/ER) TR, BT A
WERENE %O B A . X PP AL AT 58 R AR I RESh RS DTiR, R BOR TRy — A i e E AR e
SRR, AT G DOE AR N BURESN IR ) AT LA S D SR B ) e B

3.2.3. KFEBEHERG

JLi&:  “Import tariffs on electronic products were raised by the European Union” (&: Import tariffs <
23>, FAL: Import tariffs, 755t: the European Union <iigF, F&Z>)

POE: BRI EE T REO B (B BRE<E>, 4. R, B5: B midEnoest
<X, FHE>)

REESM T AELTFBURGUR, XA S EY - Wi E 7 7 BB ME 8 . saBf s o6
B (/BT 84, AT T —FHBCEYG RN R 3RE, RIS — I R 0 BUR A B R A — DA
TERT S RS A SUR I SEAR . X PP IR SRS M ML B 2 T 204 5 54T 44, 3 B0 = 70 5] M BRI 2
AR R, DLAERFRE i LR A TR RREE £ 5+ 5 A%, DUBRIEARRLL “BREL” (/)
IR S, AR T — BT R S5 . XM E EA SR I ER R B, BEBCR R E
PR E TR AR, R T B BB S 0 ST ek, Bt T BUAR L UHE B EEES A
(EVAE

33. EREH

SEDCHE B T W5 A RO LR 22 5 T g SETERERT IR “ R HONEE + FONETA +
FaZe/gath” B, JEpah A e e A R SRR, Sl S AT R AOOWER” 5 DU R
“TESNEE + RN + RN B, G S Ay R R R RS RIE W, 515k
HHAT BN o PP RAR LR SEDUE F IR AR R SO P I B AR LT

4. RBERHIARR
4.1. EIEEREFERREEEZE)
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