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Abstract

Requests, as an indispensable part of daily communication, involve the speaker making a certain
demand or request to the listener. However, essentially, it is a claim on the time, actions, etc. of the
person being requested, and it is a speech act that threatens the other party’s face. To ensure the
success of the request and maintain harmonious interpersonal relationships, the speaker must
adopt a series of complex politeness strategies. Politeness strategies include indirect requests, us-
ing honorifics, providing reasons, apologizing, and seeking permission, etc. This paper, based on
Brown and Levinson’s “Face Theory” and Leech’s “Politeness Principle”, systematically explores the
common politeness strategies in request speech acts, which include direct strategies, conventional
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indirect strategies, non-conventional indirect strategies, and non-public strategies, and analyzes
the social and cultural factors influencing the choice of strategies. The research shows that the ap-
propriate use of politeness strategies is one of the core abilities of effective communication.
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