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Abstract
Appraisal Theory is a core theory for analyzing interpersonal function within the framework of
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Systemic Functional Linguistics, serving as an important tool for dissecting evaluative language in
discourse and revealing speakers’ attitudes and positions. Positive Discourse Analysis explores pos-
itive meanings in discourse from a constructive perspective, acting as a supplement and balance to
Critical Discourse Analysis which tends to focus on criticism. The 2025 Opening Assembly Address
of Yale University, as a typical public discourse in the field of higher education, undertakes the vital
functions of conveying educational concepts, consolidating community values and guiding students’
growth. Based on Appraisal Theory and combined with the perspective of Positive Discourse Anal-
ysis, this paper conducts quantitative statistics and qualitative analysis on the positive evaluative
resources in the speech text. It explores how the speaker constructs positive discourse through the
three major systems of Attitude, Engagement and Graduation, as well as the role of these evaluative
resources in conveying educational values, shaping community identity and responding to the chal-
lenges of the times, aiming to provide references for the positive construction of public discourse in
higher education.
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VPGB U Bl i 2 AP I G, (EAF AR I B IR AR AR T AR R o I — il L,
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T3 [ 141D R A 1 73 A S T 55 R A8 5, 9 EL U T R T P e P SRS o Sl I AR A
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Table 1. Distribution of positive evaluative resources in Yale University’s 2025 opening assembly address

= 1. BREXF 2025 FERWHHNFRITN ZIRD 5

I RS RN = i B
15 R BHR 22 37%

SRS I % U 18 30%
PR 11 18%

MARGR 7 12%

RERG 3 5%

it 61 100%

AHIE 5T LLHR K 2 2025 FFF2435 i “Opening Assembly Address, Yale College Class of 2029” [15]4
R &) AntCone #3770 RKEGETH R RIARIEN BEUR, 3 HIEM SRR (LK 1), Giit4iR
Bon, PP SERGRIE SRS, NARFRIFERL, RERFRPE S HHEIK.
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5 1:  “But nothing quite compares to the energy of this day, the buzz of possibility, the promise of new
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beginnings.”

EIX )G, “energy” “buzzofpossibility” “promise of new beginnings” 254 BB R, A% 16 H i
BRTT A ZI B S W5 . “energy” RRIMLTIT - HENE 1% “buzz of possibility” F AR A E
PFANEIESE S “promise of new beginnings” H4 “Hrit s ” AR IS AL L2584, W T il
AR, AR 15 32 AR 18] 17 IR B

5] 2:  “By coming to Yale, your child will not only receive a world-class education. They will also become
a part of a rich community of learners—one that feeds their curiosity, challenges their thinking, and helps them
grow as both scholars and people.”

A ERE “rich”  “feeds their curiosity”  “helps them grow” £51E [ 4 ik, BEAKBL T i UF& XD
BHEMMERINTT, WRIE TRAAE KRN, DU S BRI 8 1 I ST .

3.1.2. FIEFEIR

P E I LA 2 v ) S5 48 PRIEZEOA AR SR, AT . U EAR AR vy, HAE L RET “BEME
X7 CHERTUE” M CAERERIOME " ZRGERE, AL IR N RS E AR I 51E S

%1 1:  “The ability to think critically, engage respectfully, ask questions, and interrogate ideas—that’s what
stands the tests of both time and technology.”

A “think critically”  “engage respectfully” Z53RIA, ZXT 424 N B 44 FIAT A5 /Y IE [m) ) r, 32
A ESERE AR, B E VB AZOER, MR TR EE B E .

5 2:  “In those liminal moments of transition, we must turn toward each other.”

St R 2 AT OB IE A, BT CHRES SR Bkt dE N, B R DUE R,
BRES (77 s AN E VE, A% 1 XA E A AE BT .

3.1.3. £ %R

BRI SO ELE PP SR LS B, R, SRR IS A A
ARAE e e SCUA S ARG I A 5 5, R BIRBE S R B R

5l 1:  “That’s the power of a Yale education. And it doesn’t fade. It’s a compass you’ll carry with you for
the rest of your life, with curiosity as its true north.”

IR AL E 2 LUAE “compass (FREIED)” , MUME4ERZE T “PRBE—E” “LFa 0 viEsl”
fRZLd i, SEEE TS BE T e, R T AR TE AR T .

%1 2:  “What I love about this piece is its inherent ambiguity, the way it captures liminality. Like life, and

like the best classrooms, it resists easy answers. Instead, it invites us to ask questions.”

B A) TG 22 4E B2 %5 Winslow Homer (EIE Old Mill, ¥Z383 “BIRITE” “ 51 48007 BM{E, 2
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5l 1:  “As Prown notes, Homer—painting in post-Civil War America—observed that community in its
purest form was the realm of children.”

51 2:  “And according to a Gallup poll from last fall, 80 percent of Americans believe the nation is divided
on key values.”

51 3:  “I believe in this moment of transition, you could not be at a better place than Yale.”

DAE=A LRI T A ARG “EF 8T BE M7 KR 1 1 511 Prown 7008 “HEAR
FEEE” SRAEEIR S, B 2 9251 Gallup By “ALRHIECSE NI 73 58” B USHER: 1 3 DL & REXS
IREHE RN, N8R, =FHEAMEN AN RGBSR 515 RGREE, B IS a2 .

33. RERG

P R GRS REUL, RPN ERIRIERCR, Bl AL 5%, (BRI Tk 4%
TR ACR .

B 1:  “Artificial intelligence is changing the way we work, learn, think, and interact. Social media and
technology, for all its promises of connection, are making us lonelier than ever.”

AJrh “than ever” fF R FERITARLE, 2840 T “HIOMURR” BV RS 2, (HIX — 5 AL IR A% 3 S 1 4%
TS b “ARHERSE ” BB, Semamil 7RISR A0 5K

%1 2:  “But you made it nonetheless.”

#)rf “nonetheless” {F VLRI, 5946 AR RE P RIIRAE, 9846 T “ BIDIRIAHRE " BOARIK
UR, AL AR S IMEE, FFEPEE TR O S A .
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“II NP - AR AE - 51 FATEN Y KRR AKES, KL TR 2 AR 51 AT BIIME AL (3) BIRPF O B2
PR HE VLIS RIS . M B I8 5 R A% O BUE, BER S RTHRUFE R 5515 . 1E
HEEI P ARIERE EEAEH . X AR E SR A E IS AR T AR,

T EidgEw, SEThERAECLES. AEASEZENGF ERER, MERRALHE
IR LA SR DL AR R (1) PREERIA TR AR “EAItng” 5 “MMRH” o IE R
BUFPTERE “RKEREMR “TUEHD” SEAMME T RNER L, AEREEID “ARAHERER”
e, ERE R ALK R RN R B RS A RN GG ERRAREE, B R Em, U
“CHRAIERE” KT R S R EL R, IR T ESC “E B A IEIRERIE SR, 2) MBS BN
R SRR 5 CRHARTER” o BT ERE S CSCUONR” “CSRERANME T R E I, R
AR I SR IR AR DR AT CRETUE” “BIFTSEE” “OUE R = RYEE: — 7, S ERE
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