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Abstract

This article examines the dual functions of dialect dialogue in Jia Zhangke’s films in constructing
character identity and encoding regional culture. The study finds that dialect dialogue constructs
the social dimension of characters by marking lower-class identities, sustaining identity recognition,
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and reflecting processes of identity transformation. At the same time, as a cultural vehicle, it stages
local folk customs, carries historical memory, and crystallizes spiritual traits, thereby powerfully
presenting the cultural genes of Shanxi. Dialect dialogue not only enhances the films’ realism and
artistic expressiveness, but also, as a sonic cultural sign, facilitates cultural dissemination. In this
way, Jia Zhangke organically weaves together individuals and locality, social reality and historical
memory. His creative practice offers an important reference for exploring localized narrative strat-
egies, as well as for the preservation and transmission of dialect culture in audiovisual form under
conditions of globalization.
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