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Abstract

The Hunong Zaiwa language boasts a rich system of four-syllable words. This paper conducts a com-
prehensive descriptive and analytical study of their word-formation rules, grammatical functions, se-
mantic properties, and prosodic features, focusing on their phonetic structural forms. Six structural
types are identified: ABAC, AABB, ABAB, ABCD, ABCB, and ABCC. Semantically, most of these four-syl-
lable words serve ideograph or morphological imitation functions. Prosodically, harmony is primarily
achieved through the repetition of specific syllables or the insertion of auxiliary syllables.
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