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Abstract

“Bushi wo shuo ni” is a discourse marker frequently used in conversations. This paper argues that
although the discourse marker “Bushi wo shuo ni” has the pragmatic meaning of “to say”, it also
implies a softening of tone, which is to meet the requirements of the politeness principle and the
cooperation principle. We summarize it into the structure of “Bushi wo + VP + ni” and find that only
verbs expressing evaluative meaning can enter this format. Therefore, this structure is a form of
subjective expression.
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