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Abstract

One of the core concepts of Noam Chomsky’s philosophy of language is universal grammar, a com-
mon system of rules for human language that is triggered by postnatal experience to form a specific
grammar for language, explaining the universality and differences in language acquisition. This ar-
ticle focuses on the parameter setting mechanism in universal grammar, analyzing its core, opera-
tional logic, and ideological value through cross-linguistic examples. Firstly, it reveals the dialecti-
cal relationship between universal grammar principles and parameters, indicating the triggering
conditions and implementation paths for parameter setting; the second is the effectiveness of set-
ting parameters such as central language parameters and subject dropout parameters as examples
in explaining cross-linguistic differences; the third is to explore the shortcomings of parameter set-
ting mechanisms in empirical support, contextual adaptability, and other aspects. The parameter
setting mechanism accurately grasps the balance between language commonality and individuality,
which is a highly explanatory analytical framework. Its theoretical core still has reference value in
cognitive science, language teaching, and other aspects, and needs to be gradually enriched by em-
pirical research in modern linguistics.
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