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Abstract

Internet buzzwords with old forms and new meanings constitute a distinct category of internet
buzzwords. They belong to the group of neologisms, yet represent a relatively special type within it.
Unlike typical neologisms, such buzzwords do not alter their original lexical forms; instead, they
incorporate new concepts, perceptions, and ideas into existing “old words” through various mech-
anisms, thereby maintaining a certain connection with their original meanings. Relying on the in-
ternet for dissemination, their newly developed meanings tend to remain relatively stable within a
specific period of time and generally conform to the principle of linguistic economy. However, like

SCEG| BRI, IHIRDHT SRR AT IR E T JE ). BURIE 5 %, 2026, 14(2): 68-76.
DOI: 10.12677/ml.2026.142115


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ml
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2026.142115
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2026.142115
https://www.hanspub.org/

Bhk 3

other types of internet buzzwords, internet buzzwords with old forms and new meanings also ex-
hibit problems of non-standard usage. In response to this issue, this study first clarifies the super-
ordinate concept of internet buzzwords and outlines their main characteristics. It then employs
methods such as data statistics and comparative analysis to examine the definition, quantity, types,
and features of internet buzzwords with old forms and new meanings, thereby clearly identifying
the nature of the research object. Finally, the study explores the normative regulation of this type
of buzzwords and proposes three normative recommendations.
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