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Abstract

This paper focuses on examining the polysemy of the locative adverb “Up” when expressing the

SCES| ) ). Ty A B2 SRR R T D). BURIEE %%, 2026, 14(2): 77-85.
DOI: 10.12677/ml.2026.142116


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ml
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2026.142116
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2026.142116
https://www.hanspub.org/

XN

spatial relationship of “Static-on-the-top”. Through systematic classification and analysis of spatial
relationships between different reference points and target objects, it reveals the underlying cog-
nitive mechanisms generating this polysemy. Objects are generally categorized into two types:
those that are “(nearly) flat and can be attached to” and those that have “a certain thickness and can
be placed on”. Reference points can be divided into three categories: horizontal planes, vertical
planes, and three-dimensional objects. Building on this foundation, this paper summarizes the dis-
tribution patterns of the “contact schema” (where the target object touches the reference object)
and the “separation schema” (where the target object is positioned above the reference object with-
out contact) across different combinations. The research indicates that the polysemy of “Up” is not
accidental but results from the combined effects of the morphological characteristics of the refer-
ence object, the attributes of the target object, and the cognitive priority of the imagery schema.
Specifically, the referent’s form establishes the initial spatial context for the directional term
“above”, while the target object’s properties (particularly whether it is directly subject to gravity)
determine whether the “contact” or “separation” schema is selected. The “contact schema”, being
closely tied to everyday human experience, possesses stronger prototypicality and forms the core
of the semantic network for “Up”.
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Figure 3. Vertical separation schema
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Figure 6. Lateral contact schema
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Figure 8. Vertical separation schema
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Figure 11. Lateral contact schema
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Table 1. The “static supremacy” imagery schema type of the directional term “up”
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