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Abstract

Chinese verb-adjective polysemous words, which possess both the grammatical functions and se-
mantic features of verbs and adjectives, have become a major difficulty for foreign students in Chi-
nese learning. However, the relevant error analysis in second language acquisition remains insuffi-
cient. This study takes 134 verb-adjective polysemous words that conform to the International Chi-
nese Language Education Standards for Chinese Language Proficiency as the research objects, and
selects 184 valid error corpus samples from the HSK Dynamic Composition Corpus for analysis. By
sorting out and summarizing the corpus, this paper identifies the types of errors and explores their
causes. The results show that the errors mainly fall into three categories: misusing the verbal func-
tion as the adjectival function (e.g., confusion of overlapping forms, incorrect word placement), mis-
using the adjectival function as the verbal function (e.g., omission of auxiliary words, errors in verb-
object structures), and missing auxiliary words in the “shi...de” construction. The causes are related
to the complexity of word ontology, negative transfer of learners’ mother tongue and their strategy
selection, as well as insufficient explanation of word classes in teaching. Based on these findings,
this paper puts forward corresponding teaching suggestions, aiming to provide reference for inter-
national Chinese language teaching practice and help foreign students improve the accuracy of us-
ing verb-adjective polysemous words.
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Table 1. Statistical analysis of error counts for verb-adjective polysemous words at each level of the “Grade Standard”
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