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Abstract

Based on Vowel Pattern Theory, this study investigates the pattern characteristics of the five basic
vowels /a, i, u, e, 0o/ in the Nagqu dialect of Tibetan via acoustic experiments. The results show that
these vowels form a stable triangular system with /i, a, u/ as vertices: /i/ and /a/ are concentrated
and highly stable, while /e/ and /o/ occupy the front-mid and back-mid regions respectively. In
terms of gender differences: males articulate /a/ with a higher tongue position than females; fe-
males produce /i/ more frontally; males have a slightly higher tongue position for /e/ than females;
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males articulate /o/ slightly more back than females; and /u/ shows consistent pronunciation
across genders. Additionally, the study finds that the vowel /u/ exhibits relatively discrete distri-
bution in the acoustic space, and the F2 value of the citation form “shui (water)” (/tc"u/) is close to
that of the vowel /y/ in U-Tsang Tibetan. This phenomenon reveals a potential variation trend in
the vowel system of Nagqu Tibetan, which may be related to dialect contact and cannot be ruled out
as a result of coarticulation effects in specific phonetic environments.
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1. 5|

TR AT DU T 2R R T SRR TR =, AT T 3 e SR O A 0o 2 A S 1 28 R S [T 5K
TR A SRR [ 1] o 5 5 dl R P 98 3 [ 2] () 3 Sk AR 7 Sl T = RS E RS
Ji5 o AL IS AL S B R BT S AL T, AR RS S AR A 5 RO S A, I AT S 1A
A 5 SR, LS T F R ) SRR 3]

BUARGET SR 2 R IRT 5 BT S K2 S0, W S 4] 0T & fps
WLE AL EIS I SRR [S]TRAN S T RET E BRI RG] AR A SEA fH A (6]
B %2 )7 nE RIRIESE S RS IE: R i e B RET SRt 52 15 = B2 it I IR
LA, HELARL G B R S R R R 55

ANEEFHWE L a. AR O=MERE. flle. o/ lIREERE T & RA[7], #&FEHE[8IW LR
RBARILE IE R S RE L RGO AFFTORE A 1 us ey o/ AN RER I, SRATCE
JRER[9]5 AR Uk, R 6 BRI AR E AT E RSB . B IRIE(FL. F)SHL, &
IR CAXME (VLS V2), R 0 E B S A SR B, B0 A 15 SRR G 35 ) 7R e A RS
SEREIRAES 7 & I A T 7R AR, A DUROE R TT E AT 0 AR TR SRR S 4
2. I
21 SRWRE

S R S PRCR RAFR S AR, BRI EET. B B# R iPhone 15 1% & 55%, 14
FC#B/R Inspiron 5580 EiCA N, JHUAH AL MAA R ORAF . Jo Sl it X L) B SR —

Feiion WAV k83, (TR 220, S A B KA IRIE S JGE USR] Praat 6.4.27 W85 70 fr, #fk
Ha KA bR HELL -

22. & A

ARG 6 445805 A M S RHE# (3 5 3 £, 22~30 %), BIAMUR. KN, Hh 5 44k E
WERX. 1 ZRABMTT 228, Jrakea NAEIRAER, B IR iiiE i B R & kg, arfk
BT E A SR ERE. KENEERMKILE 1.
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Table 1. Information of six speakers

FZLEMNEFTARR

G AR RS R ZHHFE H A
M1 DZNM 22 R K A ith € Je X
M2 GSPC 26 FR R R it )8 [X
M3 PBCL 30 R KEg A %2 B
w1 AZM 24 FR PN R i )8 [X
w2 YZ 24 R K A ith € Je X
w3 ND 25 YR K R i )8 [X

2.3. SEIEHI=F

SEIG AR - PLGE A #1355 AMZ O FEREFL T Ay i us ey o/, BASICE SR 4 AN R DB RV
% 2)o EHIFEiER T NARGIFEF) R, BIRMHAIL A S B R 5GP, )5 bR & AT
HARBAEE 1 38, Bl 2~3 #0, @aZlEkE S8 HmE, B8 3 6 (K& A)*5 (it
F)*4 (B) = 120 M B E AR

Table 2. The citation form of five basic vowels in Nagqu Tibetan

= 2. WOBARHIE 5 NERLTEGIR

B3a] 1 15 2 5117 3 %117 4
FER G
EEREbE WX ERRERE WX EEEE WX EEEE WX
Jal Ikhat e Jama/ o Jsal M Il )
" BER Hy =
. . ? . @ . Ry . B
fil Iri/ i IpPipu/ Kol [jin/ 7 Itil e
h q@?' 5:‘ § a
ful /khur/ :%a /tulj/ ﬁ tehu/ 7J( /lu/ % HEH
" & & R " 3
lel kel W /me/ X Isem/ o Ite"e/ E3L
/o/ /kMo/ i /mo/ i /tho/ F /lo/ 4

2.4, SEROBHERATRY %

FE S SRG T VE A TG B R R G W ) RS, BRRRIE I 75 0 i K E I R BT E A,
R BT H R B ST RGNS LIS [10]. o LRGSR R A% O 2 28, K s — LR
W (FL). 25— SHRIE(FXT T DAtk R est, Bl F1 iR 5 A E R 2006, EAME F1 (AR
N, ALK FLEBOR; F2 SRS EALRT G R, HAEET F2 MK, SO E F2 i, A
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F2 1B 52 W Bl e FERE M, RS = F2 MR AR [9]

BRI Praat 6.4.27 HRECEE, REFNMINAR T EREE, I 6 4Kk A 5 MGl
# F1. F2 SiRfl, FXREAREANF—ITEN FL. F2 R T8, BRI & MBENLR 2,
NJE S Hrie R Kt . Dyl s S 5 22 5 I N SR s R B, 21 Schroeder S#[11]9% H 5%
B, R FL. F2 UGPSR A0 Bark B, HEAXON:

2
Bark =7x1In E-ﬁ- 1+(E) 1)
650 650

B SRS e I FFIR[121R0777%, K Bark (HE 008 VB LUEBR A H N B2 5, MR T
IR E, HHEAX:

Vi= le_—Blm'”_xloo @)
Blmax — B1min

_ B2x-B2min
B2max — B2min
Hrr, V1 RHEIGH FL FAHXHME, V2 NiZocE F2 BIFEXE; Blx. B2x AN IcE F1. F2 (1) Bark
fH; Blmin. B2min 735 8% 0% F1. F2 Bark fH1U/ME, Blmax. B2max 754t F1. F2 Bark
(EE PN
AT BB E TR 2 PR RS, DL FL SARAE N ARAR(Y i) F2 SREZRAE AR (X Al 22
SLABRR R, FRIRBPR AL bR R, T ARRR IR S R BT, AR FL 2B NI OR. B F2 %)
FE 22 KAG/NIRFAE[13], R JE 820 & F3 A R AE 23 A S Ak rT ML A 3

3. XRERE SR
3.1 BIEMPHIEEF T EE

%100 3)

Table 3. Statistical data of basic vowels of six speakers

3.6 (AT AEMITERITEIE

SERLTCE lal lil Iul el lol
F1 (Hz) 868 325 417 470 486
F2 (Hz) 1510 2351 1328 2184 911

B1 (Bark) 7.66 3.36 4.22 4.70 4.83

B2 (Bark) 11.02 13.94 10.24 13.45 7.96

V1 100 0 19.89 32.63 34.14
V2 51.51 100 38.77 92.17 0

I B MBS A o T E B AL T, REE BV My (B 15 5 RGN & 2K00 & s a4y
A A MR B S EOFARFE[10] . T HUE AR BL AR B 50 FL. F2 RAE, AWFAS TR 6 4
KBNS AIEMICHE M FL. F2 WEOUE TN RE L), PAAE Bark [H# )51 B1. B2 ¥EHM V H
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H— LA H S VLS V2 E RPN . 6 4k A FL. F2 RGN EAHE E LR AL, IS5
MBS R ansk 3 FioR.

AR SE56 T3 & & N BT R BA FL A F2 BSFIME, DLSE — LRI (FL) (A A br, 35 3848
WE(F)MAAE A b, AAAR I BB EAT b7, il s 8 il ig B e & I, el s o0 & B T
VY R BB, ] 1 B
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Figure 1. Acoustic vowel chart of Nagqu Tibetan (Unit: Hz)
B 1. EERHEEEE T EE (R Hz)

ML 1 I 1 7 e on s B R ISR B, AN BT TR S A IR A, L R AR
PAfis a. uCR TR =M 05 R4, e8I 7 I il o0 o 8 R 78 525 (R 0 A ARFAE o« AN SRt o5 1Y
IhIR)(F1) 7 A i [ oy 325~868 Hz, #i1i] (F2) 70 A Vi [ Oy 911~2351 Hz. Hrh oo &/i/f) F1 ¥{H 325 Hz (< 3)
RNETAE LB RN F2 ¥{E 2351 Hz Nk, SIATECERHE; Joi/alf FL 51 868 Hz N K. F2
%M 1510 Hz J&h, 2RI nE AR, —F Nt ROE R ie iz 0ot s, R A g A I,
PRI T TR R 5B TG & R SR AR

JCE UM FL 358 417 Hz. F2 3416 1328 Hz BAL T JEmoo & X, AR T4 5 & 8 )5 ot
W, HOF2 SR Bk, X 0T Re S AR HE AL T R - BT S N . 2 PO SR AR A O, HE
DR R B 5 A S AR FE RO T 8. R T IX —4fAiE, W AE 5 8549 I — Pkt . oo &/e/UL FL A
470 Hz. F2 ¥J{H 2184 Hz BONRT L, M F/il5/alz BRI 8 o /o/MILL F2 2315 911 Hz (&
3 B BN A G R SRR G G e, AT Slal 2 (ARG R X, SRR SR O R
G E I

MG LS B BRRE KRG, [l B s A A R b . B/, BRIV BRI EN, XY
HAE N EAZ O ot S T RE ML AR R s Jul oy A VS G KTl =3, AAE— 2 MAZE S JelFllo/ % H
AR R A, B ES, BRI T TS UE RANA T, BRSNS e
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1 AT P 7 2 B
3.2. @IEMREIEEMITEREE

TUE S R B R A AN — A AT 2R, R RE S K PR R 1o i A ) 3 BRI i 7
ARG R R & 25, R ITE 2 A 8 R M SRR AL . AT H M R B R B A 20 s
BONEERE, A VA ZGEATHHE AT DIAS R, Qi 2 fros(BdE W B3R 3 1) VL AT V2 {H)

100 80 60 40 20 0
V2 ' 1 1 1 1 0

i

L 40

- 60

- 80

O 100
a Vi

Figure 2. Vowel pattern chart of basic vowels in Nagqu Tibetan
B 2. BERHIEEMTEIRS

TR AR HEEIE R, VI RoR s SR, V2 RoRses LRI G . Jei/ils ulff V1 {546 F 0~30
W, BT moci: JoiElel. lolf VL AT 30~70 VElH, JBF oo Jois/a/iy VI AT 70~100 §E
B, J&TocE . mocEfil. Foad ilel V2 {55 34k T 80~100 1 70~100 yu [, J& TR CE: HooH
[olff) V2 {40 T 0~30 Y[, J& T /5 s Koci/aft V2 (EHAE T 40~60 o, J& T Roud: 1himociul
11 V2 {55 38.77, 4b-F 20~80 Y, J& T RicE, X5 mIcEEINEGE AR, S0 H AT
Ferta) o

AR S, GRS R BELR T T s ARG S R RS ROnE A 0 S R A, AR
TG U/ E LR JE AL E T EELH B R, AR T I T F 0 R G A S AR IR IR
3.3. HEREMTENUINLTERSW

SFARUES 3 44 Bk 3 44 k3 NI R 2 Bl oy il sl 2o 3 (K 3. B 9) S5oca ik R (1
5. E16). BT, JeEafERER, BYEEMEE, LEEMRE: oEiNENATEAEER, &
PER B EALESERT: JCE SN A R E R, CERHEE T 86 JaE ol kR, BYEE AL
WEEENG, oS AN SERT s o eSS AR B, BRI T .
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Figure 3. Acoustic vowel chart of three male speakers
B3 =fBMEFTEE
3000 2500 2000 1500 1000 500
L L L L L 200
=400
=600
- 800
- 1000
- 1200
F1

B4 ZfaHEFTEE

506

Figure 4. Acoustic vowel chart of three female speakers
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Figure 5. Vowel pattern chart of three male speakers
E 5 =uSBHEfTEEEE
100 80 60 40 20 0
L L L L
V2 ‘\" T~ - g
by | Teeall
\ S~
\ ~~§~~
\ ® u 20
[N 1
\ 1
e \\ ’, O [ )
\ 1
Y H - 40
\ 1
\ )
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\ 1
\ 1
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Figure 6. Vowel pattern chart of three female speakers

B 6. =fIzMEiTEREE
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3.4. FIEAREHIE T H /UMD HFHES He

£ 3.1, 3.2 i9o3Hrh, AHIE T & R RBLURETT 5 W S e R REAE, B ST Ul e
FouE (A7), BRI AR B L. BT EFMICE OIS mooE, F2 (Il A TRRX
8], B EE S 5 T 5 T B A AR 2 B R TR X A, R F2 AT e RAE, T
BT E ul (B3 A v 1) & 7 i B AT 170

2000 1500 1000 500
F2 " L 1 200
- 400
- 600
- 800
F1
Figure 7. Acoustic vowel chart of /u/ (Including “shui (water)”)
B 7. wEEFTEEEHFE “K”)
2000 1500 1000 500
F2°, . , 100
- 400
- 600
=800
F1
Figure 8. Acoustic vowel chart of /u/ (Excluding “shui (water)”)
B8 uEFELE

SEFLEEAEHFE “K7)
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W

JEEEIAE R I, X e B 1) R B RO R “IehulK T R . BIBRSE, JCE UM AT R () 8)
L RE R RE PR ZE ST, F2 AR ST NAT B F2 ACT RIS, B T AL T 1 S
XN TCE S SR (1 9) ful B8 67 T Ja 248 P SE R0 W Rl B 25 9 B AR Se 2 R UG e & A% Oy
fiE, AKIBAAAE F2 e & SLAR AT 142 5w 25

V2 100 80 60 40 20 0
QTFEN 0
o TR
\ kT
\ Se~
STl u
\ -9 20
\ I /
S \ I /
e\ ; ! o
\ 1! = 40
\ ;!
\\ f II
\ ! 1
\ ” !
\\ I i = 60
\ )/
\ ] !
\ 1,
\ I / L 20
\ 1,
\\ 1,
\ﬁ
\ /]
¢ 100
V1
------ AT ------ )R

Figure 9. Changes in vowel pattern chart before and after excluding “shui (water)”
E 9. BIFRBIFE “K” RIRTEREETL

Ehxt BRELG, HREsohZ BERRILFREHRSER, &60 5 ESES HFEBRA TR IR

H—, AR . MIEE TS G RARHERE, X—WmESH X H R 2R K.
PER[LARA ARG R T 5 S 0S RA PRS0, fERER TGS,  “F2 M. SA05E)E 7 Ak
RIS 2RI (HEEREAES] AT 7L o, BT & A & &S E I C By s &8 S, BAES %
(] b S T SR AR R o XIRAT B T AR ST 5 e &g s o i AR i AR M 8T S, lyl R
R EmmEE TS S, HAZ O IRIER F2 {85 (1500 Hz~2000 Hz). &0 R AT[15].

A iEIA R TR S A X, AL P07 5 A% 0 X fipE i, Z2HiEEwm; 46K 7 am, K
Bl “HebulzK” X N fulE F2 #E1E 1500~2000 Hz [X 1], SHigEifly/ (%0 F2 XAl EEA, &0 mET
FEHEE 5 035 lyl— 30, X — RIS 705 R F2 RRAE. DRI, %720 5 Al AR A 0 il 6 o/ 35 76 R 52 R
W, TR S S RG] RIS T AR R S, AT TS e G R BB E S .

B R TR S PR B R R RRORE o AT T R AR R AR R KT, L RIS A feh o
VBT TR, 54k 75 B R T R 3 S (3 TR AT S5 R R ) R e, 22 BB R R R BT & 1 F2 AR,
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PRAE T E AL RTRS MV I, IR — A B R R AN . L, B AT S TR LR, A TR
R P teh- X — K B FE IR SR, T AT AL R G R

B=, BROTERRI. AR TR, BAEIWR IS S A R, R LU
P R . B 0 5 AU 7 P I R B, BE AR TR O LR 4R 2 R A 2
Sto BEAh, AUSERCREAGIR, A AEE AT 5 RS

L5 TR, S o AE K 1) AT RS R B T A R B S R I A R A 4
T Rl S B TR AR R 5 45 S AR S I TN X R T — e 7 S A A 5 T
T 52 W R S5 IR P R e T O P AR R A . X — R I S H BN A B R A T E S,
B TAEANE R KR A . BT IR, JPRAL G S 0T, Wb P 5 vk R O 3R 5
L -
4, 455

AR SR T A SR R 5 7 2R S T v, S RIE IS i Ay iy us e of AN IERK TG S SRRFIE R
FRFT, BTN’

B, B A i AR T DM as uPATR S AT R, iRl A S FRE R, Je.
of 735l AR AT S fE X BASKRE, falf SR AL R, (i e A SE SRR, Je/i)
BVEEALE T ok, o/ B RS FE S K MEARGSERT, Mo/ R SRR S L2 Al T — 8

B, WERRBLIGE UAE LI E THAFAE 0 A B, A% O 3 B BB “oK” (ftehul), 1% F2
fH T, ST 1500~2000 Hz [X 0], 5 T 5 Iy 1% 0 75 2R S AL, BIBR %75 lul35 7 A B
e, ARAER R E AL ATRFAE . 20 G B BT RESCER T e N S ARG, TR R HERR R R
BRI B R R RO

F=, RRRUONEGE LW T B S R T EE IR SR ENRT S E RO
(A SRR, A S P/ BT RELR AR AR AE, B TR T H RS RS S S E M, ok
—BIRE T E B 58 AR 2 B SRR AL T I s ARRBF A AT @y RO A, B hiE S
WEE . @6 SBSHRESE, IRAFHTIR BRI S 5HEEHEE.
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B 3R
Table Al. Statistical data table of formant frequencies of basic vowels in Nagqu Tibetan for six speakers
= AL 6 &S ABUEARENIE £ T HIRIEG T BIRR(BAL: H)
M1
e YTy lal lil ul lel fol
F1 (Hz) 759 276 364 412 433
F2 (Hz) 1290 2270 1265 2016 765
M2
e YTy lal lil ul lel fol
F1 (Hz) 758 330 417 488 444
F2 (Hz) 1369 2059 1329 1911 846
M3
e YTy lal lil ul lel fol
F1 (Hz) 706 307 383 504 452
F2 (Hz) 1404 1976 1367 1921 908
W1
e YTy lal lil ul lel fol
F1 (Hz) 1057 316 476 474 577
F2 (Hz) 1656 2663 1370 2418 1012
W2
e YTy lal lil ul lel fol
F1 (Hz) 955 389 432 478 584
F2 (Hz) 1656 2662 1273 2379 915
w3
HftlT & lal fil Jul lel lol
F1 (Hz) 970 329 428 467 490
F2 (Hz) 1680 2473 1363 2461 1050
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