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Abstract

Taking the 2016-published “Modern Chinese Dictionary” (7th Edition) as a closed corpus, and the
word “red” and its related word groups as the research object, this paper adopts quantitative sta-
tistics and qualitative analysis methods to analyze and summarize the characteristics of the basic
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color word “red” in terms of stability, universality, being the basis for generating new words, fuzzi-
ness, and systematicness. The statistical results show that “red” has strong stability, the semantic
categories of words containing “red” are rich, “red” has strong productivity, the most productive
semantic item is the meaning item @, and the most productive word formation structure is the mod-
ifier-head structure. The richness of color terms themselves and the way in which dictionary ex-
plains colors by referring to objects all reflect the ambiguity of the color “red”. Through the analysis
of the color-distinguishing words, color-indicating words, and color-describing words within the
“red” color word group, the systematicness of the “red” color word group is discovered.
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Table 1. A statistical table of semantic categories of words containing the morpheme “red” in the 7th edition of “Modern
Chinese Dictionary”
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Table 2. A statistical table of word formation with the morpheme “red” in the 7th edition of “Modern Chinese Dictionary”
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Figure 1. Hierarchical system diagram of basic color terms
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