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Abstract

As a new form in the context of internet conflict, Internet non-profanity violent discourse is charac-
terized by high concealment and high context-dependency, often manifesting the pragmatic feature
of “surface politeness with underlying aggression.” Based on a rhetorical perspective, this paper ex-
amines the rhetorical generation mechanisms of typical discourse forms such as aggressive rhetor-
ical questions, emoji metonymy, discourse citation, and pseudo-concessions. The study reveals that
these discourses undergo a pragmatic drift from conventional semantics to aggressive metaphorical
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connotations, facilitated by rhetorical devices such as metaphor, metonymy, and intertextuality.
Driven by rhetorical motives of disparagement and passive response, Internet non-profanity vio-
lent discourse utilizes “alienated” politeness strategies to construct cognitive negation and commu-
nication blocking against the recipient.
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Table 1. Comparison of rhetorical types and pragmatic functions of internet non-profanity violent discourse
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