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Abstract

In modern Chinese, paired conjunctions are typically positioned between two or more clauses. How-
ever, in actual language use, there are instances where such paired conjunctions are used consecu-
tively. This paper examines the co-occurrence of “suiran... danshi...” (42...../E&......) and categorizes
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the consecutive use of “suiran danshi” into two types based on their functions and evolutionary mech-
anisms, labeled as “suiran danshii” and “suiran danshiz” respectively. The distinct functions and
mechanisms of these two types are specified. Furthermore, the primary evolutionary motivations
driving the transition from “suiran... danshi...” to “suirandanshi” are identified, including: the Prin-
ciple of Economy, the influence and constraints of prosodic structure, and the real-time demands of
spoken discourse.
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