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Abstract

Appraisal Theory, a core theory focusing on interpersonal function within the framework of Sys-
temic Functional Linguistics, serves as a powerful tool for analyzing attitudinal positions and value
orientations in discourses. As a supplement and extension of Critical Discourse Analysis, Positive
Discourse Analysis advocates promoting social harmonious development by exploring and excavat-
ing positive semantic resources in discourses. As an important carrier of international eco-political
discourse, the UN’s authoritative texts on climate action undertake the crucial mission of advancing
dialogue on global climate governance and galvanizing climate action worldwide. This study selects
the authoritative climate action reports released by the UN Secretary-General on the official UN plat-
forms as the research corpus. Based on the three major systems of Attitude, Engagement and Gradua-
tion in Appraisal Theory, it adopts a combined method of quantitative statistics and qualitative anal-
ysis to explore the distribution characteristics and construction logic of positive appraisal re-
sources in the reports. The findings reveal that the proportion of the three systems shows a gradual
decrease in the reports; through their synergistic interaction, the three types of resources construct
a positive narrative framework of “crisis-opportunity-action”, which provides an effective para-
digm for the cross-cultural communication of climate change discourse.
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Table 1. Distribution of positive appraisal resources in the UN authoritative report on climate action

= 1 BRAESKITIUERERBITFNFZRS B R

T RS TRE BEML) H AW i
15 BT R 98 25.4% confident, committed, suffering, promise, trashed, stuck
BERS FI T R 85 22.0% effective, sustainable, just, inclusive
5T BIR 92 23.8% affordable, secure, abundant, efficient, stable, resilient
155 R 76 19.7% IRENA, UN agencies
pagsE
HE o 16 4.1% we must, let’s build/make, we can do
) AR 13 3.4% drastically, massive, nearly, more than, over, up to
RERG o _ _
FEERIR 6 1.6% particularly, fundamentally, entirely
Bt 386 100%

QT AEREIR, BERGTIEL 275 4, S 71.2%, SRS FARGE SCGRIAMZ O AR
Gt 92 b, (Ll 23.8%, NARBOUL AR 7 508 HEARGRIL 19 b, L 5.0%, REEERD,
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%1 1: “But | have never been more confident that they will fail, because we have passed the point of no
return.”

AAVEEAT G RAS, AJF “never been more confident” S 75 5 ELE 504k T X 15 Tk GEVR L AU v 3
IR EAE O, AR ZI ARSI, REAT RURGLZ A, 3G 9 HO 4R W A AT

5l 2: “We have the tools to power the future for humanity. Let’s make the most of them.”

i “power the future for humanity ” K¢ “ BARTEIE” A4k )y “AISCHLRIASK” , M 1 selld 21
AKEESR,  “make the most of them” TI%3 HHARBRAF A B R Qs BURSZ AT Bh BVl AR R

%1 3: “But amidst the turmoil, another story is being written. And its implications will be profound.”

“profound” JHILXF “IEVEREB AR ” X —FLHMEEN, MEEIRREPRIGR, KL T
“CHILEIENRARR” BIREES, PATRRBIE IR Z AN AR ELFHIVE, HoR i n)Rge )
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5l 4: “The technology sector must be out front. Today I call on every major tech firm to power all data
centres with 100% renewables by 2030.”

“must be out front” W58 “ ERNRME. FIeATs)” KIBMNIE, BIWHE € 7 RHEAT L 5] 90 B8 57
E5HE,  “call on” 51 FAHK EARIARATS), RBL 7 HIB R IRAT 9 T 15 ThRE .

() £HARS

LEHRGHINMELEL N EY) . WRBATIHNY, BFERA . WBREL3]. #hkds o A T 0 B
REVR 1) 2 A E 5 5 B R ORISR, 9l 32 AR E A [A] o

1 5: “This is not just a shift in power. This is a shift in possibility. Yes, in repairing our relationship with
the climate.”

“shift in possibility” MAMEZEREH E T REIRE BB = X, “repairing our relationship with the cli-
mate” W5 [ RUAE AN JE T AR B, M T 2 YESIAR B AT

51 6: “Solar and wind can be deployed faster, cheaper and more flexibly than fossil fuels ever could.”

A “faster” . “cheaper” Al “more flexibly” = AMZOEEFIAIL, RN E LR SFRA. B
HUERCIE =ANERE, FEAE N 7 A A BRI DD REOL S, b S AT bk n vl P AR e VR R S B, 54k
X BT AT VR AR o
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%1 7: “And new data released today from the International Renewable Energy Agency shows that solar—
not so long ago four times the cost of fossil fuels—is now 41% cheaper. Offshore wind 53%.”

51 8: “Today, we are releasing a special report with the support of UN agencies and partners—the Interna-
tional Energy Agency, the IMF, IRENA, the OECD and the World Bank.”

i 7 gt 51 A E bRy AR AR U AR EE , A “TEVEREIE AL X RO s R A T IR S
SCHE, HER TR ISR ) 8 ML A2 2 AN BURE BRI, R TR ORI AU, ik
BRSO SR T 2 HE .

(=) BF

H & R, S PR BRI 0y SRR S, TR BRI R

1 9: “This is our moment of opportunity. We must seize it.”

51 10: “Let’s build a future that is not only green—but just. Not only fast—but fair. Not only transforma-
tive—but inclusive.”

B 9 B3 T AR A A% ORI 8, “must seize it” BEAL TATSh I SKIE M S B, R T HES
N E S . ) 10 ol HE L A SR BB UL, MR 1 A TERN” RORIRRIE S, R 1R R
55487,
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1 11: “In 2023 alone, clean energy sectors drove 10% of global GDP growth. In India, 5%. The United
States, 6%. China—a leader in the energy transition—20%. And in the European Union, nearly 33%.”

i1 12: “$2 trillion went into clean energy last year—that’s $800 billion more than fossil fuels, and up almost
70% in ten years.”

5] 13: “We must drastically speed up the reduction of emissions—and the reach of the clean energy transi-
tion.”

B 11 541 12 S5 BB R RAAE . B 11 K R T IS R S5 K B DTk, 2R
P B HERG 08 7 RS LR P g ) 12 DR HIRE . AR . G IH T = AN, RS AESRAL T
REMRMI AT G I SR IEH . ZF W i 5 RN AL, DLSIE SO A5 & B, 15835 1E
YA 5] 13 rf “drastically” —1al 5846 TATBIAI I RE, A3 ARG Y A e s, B OR T R TE IR A
77
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RS R, WIRARRAT S e 577 ), AR SR I B R AT .

5l 14: “These must: Cover all emissions, across the entire economy. Align with the 1.5 degree limit.”

“all emissions” . “entireeconomy” . “1.5degree limit” ZEA5uE FIAM @R EEIR, NS ETEHE
E T BRbRAE . RTINS A EAAE VO BT S nT R, BRI BT E A, X
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TH AR AT 3E S SEALA SRR, T2 i I 1 B BRSPS HEFS IC R G, TR SRAL U0 R /R
PERIEIIS, IGO0 BT AP TG ) S BB 4, SEIL T fa il ER SRR G| SIS -T4T .

PHIE 0T 7 B TR R R R RF R ARG . BAMAREA], bL “climate chaos” + “human suffering”
A1 “unprecedented peril” £ R4 [A] A BRAUGIG H WIS, AR RAR A, ZO0N 2 v G UE 1 )R]
BV AR G v, N A ER Y AT 203N R TR UG A (R . [RIR, I e A TH IR RIA IR 24 5 S 22 R 15
FE sk BEIRSE A, U “passed the pointof no return” . “the greatest economic opportunity of the 21st century”
ERIR, ARk BB R T AU IR BN 1A SO R IS, T AR SR IO SRR, HESh LA AT B IR
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FORRER) A, HHE RPN RIERS, DOERE SR BN IS REmds” , Bk
OGRS - SRR E - BTN A AR . RS NS RIZILL “a moment of opportunity” %
PP THE REVR L B AT 5, A “fabl - HLIE " AUB, 8 i MR SGTE . R BRI )
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