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Abstract

This paper investigates the linguistic landscapes of typical tourist areas in Hangzhou, such as the
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West Lake scenic belt, Xiaohe zhjie Street, and Manjuelong Village, focusing on the pervasive phenom-
enon of “internet-famous slogan boards” in recent years. Through field research and multimodal dis-
course analysis, the study reveals the high degree of homogenization in the linguistic forms, visual
design, and cultural functions of such slogans, critiquing how they obscure the authenticity of lo-
cal culture and diminish the narrative depth of linguistic landscapes. By examining the mecha-
nisms of social media dissemination and the logic of consumerist culture, the research elucidates
the underlying systems of symbolic production and circulation driving this phenomenon. Finally,
from the perspectives of linguistics, cultural geography, and landscape design, the paper proposes
pathways for constructing a linguistic landscape that fosters “communicable locality,” addressing
the contemporary challenges of cultural expression and re-localization in tourist spaces.
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Table 1. Homogenization categorization of the linguistic landscape in Hangzhou’s west lake scenic area
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Figure 1. Signage of Xiaohe Street
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Figure 2. Signage of Xixi Wetland
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Figure 3. Signage of Manjuelong Village
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Figure 4. Signage of West Lake scenic area
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Figure 5. Schematic diagram
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