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Abstract

This paper examines the modern Chinese third-person pronoun system, focusing on the
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grammaticalization of “ta” (fi1) and the formation mechanism of its masculine reference. A dia-
chronic analysis of historical texts reveals that the grammaticalization of “ta” (fit) progressed
through four distinct stages. The study contends that the exclusive association of “ta” (fi1) with the
masculine gender is not an inherent feature of Chinese but a convention solidified in early modern
Chinese. Subsequently, the paper investigates the emergence of “ta” () within the tripartite pronoun
framework, tracing the evolutionary relationships among variant forms such as “y&” (1), “ta” (i),
“tud” (f£), and “ta” (4t). Employing markedness theory and cultural markedness as its theoretical
foundation, the analysis demonstrates that the creation of “ta” (i) was predicated on the principle
of “male as unmarked, female as marked,” thereby instantiating an asymmetrical gender marking
within the language system. The paper further explores the referential biases associated with the
plural form “tamen” (f/f/]) post-gender differentiation. A descriptive analysis of usage patterns is
conducted using contemporary data sourced from social media platforms like Weibo, Douban, and
Xiaohongshu. In conclusion, by integrating examples of marked vocabulary related to familial and
social titles, the paper synthesizes the underlying cognitive and cultural mechanisms shared across
these linguistic phenomena.
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1. 518

A X — M i T L ENE 5 R Meillet 32, FTE B340 18IS 5 R SCRAE R
AL SHAE R X RABETNRER A AR ORI, o EEEE OSHIED) Fegded 7
IR ORI AT, BNFEY L. 527, Bdzsy” o BRARS, A ME TR
SRR T BRI TR BRI 5B P R ST . Rk, CIEVEALT AR X
CREA MEETLREE, 1994) [1].

Al VRN AR S TR, s gt — RAGESAERE . 0 U VRS B4R LR
NFRARE, TERNLZ WME SR, IEFERELIR .

ARICETEENEE “Ah” FREEGERE, DUIA R — ARRAIA AT 5 D1 LR ks,  DARTEEAR
“h RIEBEMEREZ G, I U XL LM AR AT, HEBIRIAE “AhA1” Ak
FERE S OL, SRR TS 5 Lot B
2. “f” RIEEIHTE

DR FRE R, Al FREAR N “HAh” B = AR “m 87 L, PRI A DUE I
“HRABIE BB IARDGE R “IEEARD” AE, HEE I RS A R

“p LE B SCER DA I, (HIFIE AR LSS S AFRII B O AN A . Xk, BB (1985)
IR “HE” M CToE” AW A7 RN = AR I EZARIE, JEHIRIF 7T A7 AR
H = NRARRE AR IR [2] %?“@”M“%mﬁﬁ”@&ﬁ“%~k$ﬁﬁ”%ﬁﬁ,%%MﬁI
[FEE. £71(1980)IAR, = ARRRIA “Ab” #iR T B4R, RALUGSmu S, XEh—E vk
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HI[3]. 8% K (1980) & AR T35 3 = ARRCIE R4, FEARTT 7 “Ah” Bi/=A S kKRR, AN “ih”
TENFARAE T HE RN, BARIER#L T8 S AR HAL[4]. RARFEL996) N “ STk,  “fh” fE
= NFRARE W 5 04 740 T 7 [5]. FaVL52(2024) LAKE E 2 B HARCNIERL, BT “fth” 15BN
EHRTEFRIh AR [6]. RETERIR FAAEMFES, HLL EZFH YR = AR 7 i T %
o

AUTFRATI9R 2 “Ath” &7 7 i “Fas Q" Ay “3B = ARRAQI” (e, X H A EpEE “ i
H“ZHRANT B Ef— N7 B CToE” B B E T BEAR(ERUNEE, TLIEA%h, 1985). 645 R (1980)
MEAN B HIER S AT, MIEAT TR EE . BT ar = R T, FRATR “Ath” 38
AR AR EE R AR AN R S . BB, ASCE A N CUR U B

(—) 1 “HEB” ¥, RUB AL AR

1) TRAELEMER. — «HF - REEZTY

2) IAMTHAREAERNL? —— «FiEZD

3) te B Kok, LEFrk, — AEEY

4) MHHFFRIT. — KBFD

E—MrB A EEZIR CHEm” 8 CHe” , RS NFRE .

() BEME, 1F “MN” RBIFHEZ, B5 “B” “TC7 “R” WEEHEH.

5) %A &AL E, TRANAL, — KKF2>

6) AREH T, RAtbAl, HiZz F? —— «KKF%D

7 FERATEL, ARRTHAZIL, — CEZABH

BB B, AR R N7 MAAIEZ, AR E R ARIESS, iz R RIER N H B0

() RIBERFEUINN R, FE— DRIV, B Wk,

8) MMHMANIAM AR EREEB. HEEREF. — AL - HHLY
9) BM, feitd, FREFA, AEAMBEZAT? — CEARHD

10) #AF =—FmdhiE, BHRERTALE, eEbdT, FTEARR? CAX) R >

X Pl D BB TR AR G5 o #RBT Al B O B, (HAETE SR A A E A Rt
LI, R B S SLIE, B i IEARFIER “BE = ARAGA T, HOLREE, KW
R (2023) e th WL R AH A 7] o

(W) RIEEBX ERSE=AMMAF “fh” P=ETEH.

11) RWCFWE, MR, f|: “BFmREHAEF. T — CCEIFERZE)D
12) Al FTH&Y, L XBERMAL, FALE, BTEX, — GE#

U, b7 FER TN AR B 5 = ARRAGR” (RS, JF HBEE BT SR RO SR, A ThAE
R TEE, BWRAN T NP AR R AT BRI — &2, EfF “He” B frfE.

Zexd BN SR, BT BT, XS AL R A N, AR ST TR, RETE R
FH=AIAGA, JFHARZ R 2. A AR, BIER R T 8 XRE=AFR, “fil” f£R7T
R B DI B Nae s AP 1

13) K2 FFFE, RADE, FANL, TRKAPL, —FFK <FEE
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14) #oid K5 e o R CEME
15) J\ITELAE &, RE5HMEE. —— <2
16) H# B, 3|k AAMAEERE, — ¥ EHF B

£ (BEERESR) B, FRRU M7 1A SO L T (SRE)  CRIfig) missid “fh” Bk
L, (R b, ARREBLL Al i CBORET BN, IHESHE L. BB s KR AL
A “Ab”

HURTTIIE A, “fh " £ DI 8= T C2e i N ER = NFRAGH , FEAR R ATER 734, 55— “ 7,
P DX 73 AR 85 i AR 7 2K
3. MEF “M” MEEERRERIZSE

PARDGER R, RTARRAEE =0 Z25, BIEM “fb” Adg, Lm0 A48, A
LA A “ e AAde. RIS, ERESCHERI OKfe) (PHAc) (m) &, “fl”
BT Fa AR E N, AR BARDGE R T %, R T AR I =2 J& i ?

CREERT L) PR, BEIRA (KR hESEI “ah” 1fFs, “hscds” , RIEE “abh”
T SR, R BT Rk, CETERIEIE” , seak 7 1 CRERT BIRRIET, VERRIEAEAE,
AR . HSBACAFRAIA ) “dh” D2, RN, & 15 SCE S AME . BT
KL, FIXGE— I NFRARIA “dt” 2 B A B fiE .

PO (O SR R, AR R AR BN T RIEEE S RN A, G — AN [E ST A
she IPLIETRNL “4b” [8]. FIMEANAE CHrEsE) hATFRIIFRITINE, FEXER RS “i” , H
77 8 H A G B L ANFRAREA] “Al 2, BRI AR GG — A “Alde” ARARZtE, IR, i@
M CEKEERN i) (ATRINY FHMEH “fhte” . HAEBERAIEN, £ (Mg Hi
NGB B AP NAE ] “Abge AR GRS R EERON, R AN A AR i
N 7 AR SCE , HHREARREON “ e ” A M5, HR4E SaE R “ab” RARES Lk KR
Ph. Hit FESMAFE, WRBRHNER ARG

Rtz gb, KT “ib” BFARIEW KiEZ T, W R KRB RO IR, ERZFE. R,
ENS RETE. M. FRE. BMER. FREIESEME 1919 & 1922 F Hfi M “f” . JFH (A%
Hng) JREH 3B S HOMARRSE: “AHFEAN, BANFERET. 735 R& 1. FEWH,
GHME L TAEANZRE, TBMER ‘4 . B . 7 [9], JFEBER CRRHEM ‘i 78
H) BEEAEY], SOCERQOI)WITT 1 B RERAR, fRH BT 1R SONETE DD RERE DTS S AN
KAEAS, TIPS s JE IR R BAEAE, (T 2RI i R [10].

BURSET “th” TR HARAEAE, B “Zc” A 7 BT O T4 ig 2 —, HIEASCERE T A
PRACTA AR SR A%

(—) &

CULSCAf7) o  “B” MRy “Zh2d. 598, 7 [110A 1.

B “” QISZZWMEM MR . CUSCETED) hiRE) “f, Zxth, WELRREAL. 7 [12]

(2) “fb” M “Ae”

b7 FE CUEOSTIRTSY IR TEIEME, (BRI RPEER I, A7 BRI e A S Bl E R
HEERREE —FrBe Al AF “ e P, R BUBE A AT o RN SCRER I, AR E 3
AR “HE” MEliEmil, B e .
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Figure 1. Y& ()
11

17) %), z&b, FRUE, KEREed, — ath - BaATLEY
18) pbide #d, —— R #|mAL - ALEDY
19) B3, LRFH. — «(LIT - HFHEHE

B 1 d “feEnEar” 8 “ e R NEIHE” , # 2 B “fel” 8 “HeER”, F3 Fi ‘e
H” FrdrpGE s “qhH 7 38 T BP B IHRO R “He 07 iF, “Ah” F1 “fe” [FRAFE .

CUiSCfEr) el “fB” WA, “B” B, REEMME. fff. (UUETEY Pl f48
“Ue” B AR, FDNIEZ R, HBEAEEL  fe” BIHBBLE ‘i EER

=

O BIMEEDT RIS, BT HE SO, WA 2.

Figure 2. Ta (B)
2. B

LSO T) Ry “ it AU, REMERL. EEWEEE, SR eEF. NEZE
BANE. 7 (USRI BT BRSO ‘iR o BT XA, BT I “du” AR shé LURIX
Ao “LEMERE, SAHEEEF. 7 BOVIER ANUSNOED, Frel B wol Rz i s, Rk
TN o BEEE(2024) NRIERI AL I A BERRIN B RSO “ie”, BOREREERHE ‘47, (Hi R
fid e BIE SCEAR IR T EIBHEZL[13].

TEE R, EARRE=ZSMRES, 87 ZIREEEDRET 7RI R4, REE, &
ZAL B S NER G I TR = ARSI RS 5, F BRI A TR AT SR A R A, K 3.
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Figure 3. Chen Sibai advocates for a system of third-person pronouns

3. BRETEERE=ZARKITER

1M R 3208 0, DL bR R Gk 25 = AFRARIAL 41, 5k By B (M), LehE(i), Arie(ft), & %(fh
17 [14]-

DL RESFRRFEE S 0 RMERB RN, YN FEAESI RS, REERT “B” g% —. &
FEEERE, EEESSXIEMER “4” lRREEEY, LA 4.

Figure 4. Ta (4t), a variant Chinese character for “Ta ('E)”
B4 4, “B” HREF

b RN BT SRR, R BRI s, A b AN,

20) &G E S, M AH, CLEERY
21) ARBEF AL HHELE, X —RA, RE—E K, MEZRRFOLARILILT TE. OLkEMHMAE
22) T —RKFHFH T — R LIFHHBE, mARKEBTHAEBE L, REFE. LR

HIEAT I, “Ah” “ab” A BIEA, ENCFRTEE SRS T W SGE BUREE = ARRAGA
FEMVEDWALA . WFTEAE A, “fh” BL“A 7 9855, “d” BL “&” 55, “4t” LL“4F7 NiF
5%, EFZE RN EoRAL T TR RINRAIX 7o A BAZ IR IhREMI S = ARRAGA Al fEITEL
ARAS B R R R B IR N B B4R B M X GBS A 4™ FaRRaI 5 AT 55
MHrGE5 “d” WL R AR . BT IR IO R, A1) 5 2R X 8 307 IR T 3k
7 TR,

PR LR LRR “it” , SRAESRA G — T b BB _E sk — R mlbric . DI A,
M KRB AT RERAEAX SR B, A ERAESRIZ R T, i 1R
BT, AR VS B B AR RIAHA IR AP IR S . (EAERRR,  “i” BOfRH S R A Tl
BRI S PR SCER IR T, FOE RO RS KRR FHE L BT URAN RS e WAL
%, 2R HEAS A PR BB IF) A, SO BUARDGE 55 = ANARACIRA 1A 2R 1) B2 R 7

4. “” HIBIHIELE
(—) BT “H” el
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PRCHIS R E OB S % — AN EEIR, FEH 20 el 30 FEARAM R FIRAI, FRiE ST
WIRAFAEAMCIN S, BI— /U, EERMOSLMHE, b —ANaheid, s, Hh—4
TohRic B bRIC AR <807 JumE, BN “girl” Tohrid, BE “girls” Hhrid.

R A PP R 4 T 2 ORI M s SO AN ST AN 16— TR B TR
Jio 7 FEATE A RARCR S AR R T B SRR ECE ek R IR E R B 1« ah”
{3 B 1) U P P R A5 5 SR — BRI H

TAIRARE 4 IR SR, LR, SR A 7 R b7 M-S R
“Uho, “JT R <L FEHRCEHZ RS, (RSURT) PieE 5, Lkt &, @A
o 7 MK EAE “ &7 Bt <4 7 5“7 MR i, FRRHH T ERKR. K L7 X
FEAR I, EVE ANEA FEPE fh” 5 Cdb” ponn, AT R ASERE N S ICRE AN

(Z) XAKRHEHET “ih” KB)H]

B S5 REEER B% . BAFCHEIIS B FIZ FTETE 5 AU, (HiE 5 5 UL RE B R M1
B E ML TE S SO 1 R AR R 2 B BT OGTE,  n Bk KA (2020) A STAL [ b HE 14 SR B A 2 S MARTE
B AP B E R SCGIR R [15] - 38 5 = 5 WrRHg 1, A3 5000 B SO0 2 JE bR B I, J 2 b 37
TXULHH, st T AR H TR0 A 2 R0 P 3 P, T T ol RO B e 2 SO B EE R A i o o X
1#7(2008)iE L FF 5 2 A, HIE T 20 “hitE” R E ST IE, FERLRFF S U AL, TR R
BIEERE_EFIN <RI MER SR AT SCAUIIE 78 I SRR (5 5L [16] . ZEREAT R 5 220 ST « JBAR
I B I, AR BRON “RI07, AR CIED— R I— 07 S0 bR RS, RS
T CRTUmZ” RN, RIS S, BT ER K, R, B R0 MR ThEe, R
SRR R A, R CRIURIL 7

EAR AR H B8 518 5 PRid RS IE 45 M DL S G RS T ARG R 1 2 5, (H B R AH
5, B E FRIRRICHERE TR SO AR R AT RFERE, SOk bR M E S AR A

“Uhv eI, EIEE% D, FIEMCER, B L7 B A 7 5 <l Mk “abh”
¥ Ao KR, RS B R EEE b 5 Cih” BOXESL, R T RS P BRI
FEEEARE. I HFHRES A5, Had “Bd7 o “doth” gk, RAME “i” i has
W . Eehr it b, BGRRI AT “Ab” BTN BIELR, K A 7 B LtERIa S, B
R BRI ER “fh” J& T “IEm”, ‘i J{T R . A eImEESS b Mtk ST

5. “fb” S ULEHEHFNSEHEEFRLE

(—) “HbAiT” KIS ARHRNS HER B AL

HEIRPOER = AMRE R ARG, “hA1” 5 “wfi1” MbEnbricx . “af]” LM ke
PEREOR;  “AAT” BRRTHRFR A B PEREAA, A THRAR G Bk R A IR S VR R A o 42 IR BAT I8 AT MY
HNERFRRAFAE B R, TR el 2 b, ISR “ARA1” o FRE, HBER i 2 8t 5 D8O v
B, WL AT AN RHOE

MG DIRE LA, “MAl]” FERRAR G P BAWE MG —J5 AH B ELIRIIRE, 55— 7 mKiH
RARARIZARIhEE s 100 “ W] AR T L VERFA LR . IR A i 5 B Dl LA ASXERRYE ,
B B AAE R G A (B e v ], T L M U R B i S (Y PR AE 1

XA AT AT T BURDUE S = AR B O AR E B ALgU5 50 DL IR + 24520
BE” X LI + LARIURE” ARG, MITTAA AR 2 A R A R Z R 5 X 4 R

(2) “AbAiT” AEAEH P EEEE 2 T

PR R (2017)8 I SCUEWE 7 LB B 32, 4R i B ERIE, TR OCRITERI AR L B
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AAXFRIE[L7]e ASCRBEHERMNIE S, MEME ., D El=FE RG], £RFRAT R a4
SRR T, B8 “AAT” AERIIE, 3T HALS 73T

NG E A SO MBS T U AR N AR X, RS E NG E T 6. B
Mt UABFE S R R, RabbT . RIEMAZR T R AR5 APP. ARy =3t AP S0 ok
(PRt 2 I R T R AN R A S A, o P R ARG . IR AR DL L= S R, Dk
AR “Ah” DB )G, AlATT” 8 2 AT R R A R T Iz AR DI RE

ARSCILAGAE 150 5Bk, foiE. SR MR 50 B, Hidh “ABAT]” FEIESER S R iR AREE A G S
SRR, AR B IR RE], LR 1

Table 1. Proportion of generic use of “Tamen (f#1/1)” on Weibo, Douban, and Xiaohongshu
F 1 Wi 2. NOB A) BUzIEER G

B ] “Adfi1” Henr= “Hfi1”

By 50 0 100%

I5E 45 5 90%
INTF 47 3 94%

Bl o, (EARFRREARIS,  “ABAT” BRI PR IL S . £ 150 SRR, (AR PSR AERE
FEREAI A 201”7 Horh—ZRAEARAR L o BRI R, ILIRT 55 9 oh— 20 8 55 2o b LEAH ] (15 0L
T, A AR, WA 6.

WALKHE—PAR [ RINESELF ]
©X—HEHENIF R

H A 0E~ AN ER

BIEEIOF KT

FA BB NS00 SR = 57 4t 1] O 15

z a4, Qsoar {525 ()83

Figure 5. Xiachongshu uses the word “{thi1” (the feminine plural
form of “they”) to refer to the group (five women and two men)

B 5. AMIBRL “4fi)” KisBR (AR B )

92 y=3+3 =
PRI EeRrEARIER + %5

REFET | TR
BF, SXERIEL
H/ALLMI, £S5
7B

Figure 6. Douban uses “4tf{1” to refer to mother and father
6. FIWLL ‘WA RIBEEMIFR

DOI: 10.12677/ml.2026.143249 509 HURIE = 5


https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2026.143249

A

HeR M, BMELE ok b LB R E e b, IR AR L “thf]” Dy Bk, HAEAI
TEEST WA K “TARa A1 EEATBA ERX—LL “A1” v IEpREnisE 5 ek, ot
AN B RZARIES . rh, T R BULYERL A AR AR IR SR T 1 a5 M P g5t S R

6. HERHMIRICHRIES 574

Asoulin, E. (2016)#2 Hif & MU TR, 10 HAARdE . iR e A8 B4 rpLHI[18]. fERLERR
R, EERAREES QR IFEP AT S ERAE, MERRES S MM @SR, “Mh” m
PER A R i RIE IR AR, TR ERF E #E 2 ST A h AR B TE S 45 . 72 LSS 1 A BRI
JOWERI A 2B T, Bt SR TR — &R L7 RiE, AU HIEREE, Nz
T A PR 0 22 SR I G R VR IX o SRRV AER T 7 3 1 AR 1) S v FH Th e L350 B H B I s HR 4
fiE o ARSORER 3 AR DGR BT T 2250 28 5 00 4, DAE 7R FL1 5 AV R B 5 B

(—) EXESHH, .

LF - %)L 3F -3k SF - Ik

CUSTRRE) Wl L7 fRREN: S AWM. ¥ “F7 RN +—H, A3, 73, NUCHR.
L7 5 77 BYPEEHERTER . CFEINLT L CFEFT R IV 5 77 WRNET. EIEE
AR, Gl L)L PN SRR s bR, L “Ah ITETE A R 2 B B AR N B
JEA, XFM CAPE” B CHPERRINT E SR, HRIUE S RGNS B, FFEE g
AT HRT RS R AREL

(=) EALSRIBEH, W

HEI-kI 2% k2. %%

BA-%% $Kk-%a

W - KER BAHAR - KA R

ERS G HFEER, “EE” “2%7 fEATmICER, REEME “Gia#” Mt m“ZE”
CL B AR TR R RAESR I NS S X R TR 5 AN R A 2 PR ) T g SR S,
WAERFEE A T AEAE U EARBAEEE . SRS LSRR AT T “ BRI 2 ” “ 2RI “F8
JFRILRE ST 517 SRk . WM ARRAETE R AT R e, EEEHSET, LS 5EEN “4)
A7 B CCRFERBEAR T, TR AR L XA PN ECRR 7 AR RN I s 2P AR R B 1Y
BRANEIHE .

A - ot

U CHE” T RIS T AN IR RIS, CUSCET) aalREN “ BB B2, (HAE
WARDUE Y, “oerE” R Lt A ) I R S, O PR PRIV A% DI, FREE A EERA S
PEEAR IR FR LRy, WITRAERD “ oet” X —Fr e oSk b, “DEME” — iRl 7R M B B i IR
H, SR,  “OEE” HRAEIURDOE SRS <O XS AMAL, RmiEEiast, BREiEs R
N T AT S5 M B RS YR

FERESI R TR, A — R 5P AHSHFRIE, Wl

R k. REAAMG. 92 F
BETHR. BA5THh. 2240
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SSRRIAB AL 2 TR 5 O 5 PR B 285, B0k T ROPE R AR R AR 5 J= 45 2 [ 46 . L 2023
FErp g AL G B WIORME 2 H L “AhSRNERT GERRANE G, SR iR

ik, LRRUBMEAZEEE, SRl “% + X7 MR X 7, S8 T g5k
MG TE 2. XAME SRR AR, IR s S iR e, 1S AUt S 5t
LSk IEMNXIR(2022) 48 Y “ Mo 5 Ak S BRI A W AH — SO day, T I Mgl i) 1) B T B — i
I [19]. AR HRNC A SRR, AETCH T B IE A M A KA RIHE R S EHEY, AT fE
U R AR B B R R

7. 8578

AIEE RGHEE b7 TEECEERE, BRIt SeiA A AFRARIRSE AL B 7 SRk 4, IFEREA BT T
Seak b, R R AU B A e U SRAE AN SORE SO R =
AT RERL T JF AT 1 SCREATH IR s VU2 28 BEARER = A PR O B S e A . 2 3k |
SR P IRIEBURDGE ARG “ =207 #RAER, Eaiaofringy “wh” pmEd R LN ER
B EEHTE 7 Al BT A FFRSIEEZEMRR, AiatricEe S AR ENLA,
S S SRS Z I it 2 QBT ok SRR B L A B AR P B

FESLIEA b, ARSCEHE— TR Al LR LS BEOB I ARAT B A R, e
EMENLA =AM G RIERHYE S St x B, B vk & F U] SR s R IR S R, 2R
RAL S T LB A BRI, “ABATT” 5 SRR, RO i AR A BRI T A E 1 .

SRR A IAE T AR R A AR RHE PR OGIRNC, A E i A e L. R TES A
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