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Abstract

“X years old is exactly the age for Y” is a common construction in modern Chinese. Originally, it was
used to confirm and affirm the behavioral characteristics of a certain group at a specific age. However,
in the context of the internet, its semantic and referential scope have both changed. The referential
scope has shifted from referring to a general group to referring to a specific individual. The construc-
tional meaning has evolved from expressing an objective statement of behavioral characteristics to
expressing an active or negative subjective evaluation, demonstrating a clear tendency towards sub-
jectivization. Moreover, this construction has the pragmatic functions of continuing the topic and in-
troducing supplementary information in the discourse.
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Table 1. Distribution of the nature of the reference “X years”
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