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Abstract

In today’s era of continuous interaction and collision between globalization and local multicultur-
alism, language serves not only as a medium for conveying information but also as a crucial tool—
directly or indirectly—for expressing social relationships and cultural identities. As an initial act in
interpersonal communication, forms of address play a pivotal role in constructing group boundaries
within the typical setting of multi-ethnic university campuses in Xinjiang. Drawing upon theoretical
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frameworks from intercultural communication theory, social identity theory, and politeness theory,
this paper employs a purely theoretical analytical approach to systematically examine the usage
patterns and underlying cultural logic of four primary categories of address terms in Xinjiang’s cam-
pus contexts: ethnically internal kinship-based address terms, cross-ethnic neutral generic terms,
cross-culturally borrowed hybrid terms, and Sinicized locally adapted Chinese address terms. The
choice of address terms is never merely a matter of convenience; rather, it profoundly reflects in-
terlocutors’ perceptions of cultural distance. Moreover, “shared address terms” grounded in com-
mon interests or experiences demonstrate positive potential for integration. Finally, the paper of-
fers educational implications for fostering inter-ethnic understanding and building harmonious
campus communities, emphasizing culturally empathetic education, bidirectional adaptation mod-
els, and the cultivation of inclusive linguistic environments.
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