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Abstract

A comparative study is conducted on the letter words included in the Modern Chinese Dictionary
(1st to 7th editions), examining their quantity, origins, compositional components, letter functions,
semantic categories, and definitions. The number of letter words began to increase significantly
from the 3rd edition onwards but started to decline after the 6th edition. These words are primarily
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derived from English, predominantly consist of pure letter forms, and mainly function as abbrevia-
tions. Semantically, they are mostly scientific terms, with the number of senses remaining largely
unchanged. The dictionary’s definitional style has been continuously adjusted, with an expanded
register and more scientifically rigorous explanations. Finally, based on the issues identified in the
selection criteria and definitions of letter words in the Modern Chinese Dictionary, relevant sugges-
tions and reflections are proposed.
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1. 5|8

FRHA R E T A LR, BERENAE R NEEEZEBUA. S5 SCTCATHER FE SRt
RAETE o« DUE 1 BEE i R EAE 19 4l R, 1868 AR (RPINTTY — I TR /S
AT B TR DO B R B R [ 1] 1903 4, AR b [ G B 1 — ERBr i iE A g CHrRAE) iRk
T X X BRI IEA ) (2] RETFRHAE —KIEAN TR . BB LTSRS BN 2%
1, BORERZ )RR I, BON— MR R ZE S A .

M AR B A — 28 Y], FRERAE TSR T A, BRI BB T RE P R 3 R A S
(F-BEHA A FR JEHEL B8, 2028 BUANE FAL iR @), X8 KB A E AR ) BEASE T, 0
(i) S 2 BRI 7 3T P R BRI 90 DA B 9 285 o B = BRI 9) . 33 B B T S BRI E . B
WS AT BRI ()18 5 S FE LA ZR A . Horhr, 3] o (1) 7 BER B 70 R 22 3 QTR I
B o 1 B R BRI AL R AR AR DL = AN A, o R S T S B R AR . B
WIE R OB FEAMETT S BT T, KR E R R (1997) [3]. JEUHIE(2006) [4]. XIFHE(2015)
[5]. BER(2015) [6]. FEHEDE(2015) [7]. 7KK C(2017) [2]. XIFR(2019) [8]. #HF (2021) [9]FIXI{iHH(2025)
[10]5F AT 1AM 78 7 It R ARG T TR 7 BERA L, Wi sR i (A REHA RS (2009
AT N (DUE BRI ) [11]. 0 PRE) (EH BRI [12]. g8 (LA F-BEHAE 8 [13]
Sy ZRAERA S A, i E—FQ017)% (I (BB 7 MOF (BARDUERIEIA M) (58 3 i)
MBS BEA T RIS SCRBI T AT L[ 141 ZE2F 0001 7) MK X SR . Ihfa P, = Al &
Fr g B 7 REA R S0 47 22 A R 55 R A LR [ 151 5535 52 (201 7) %88 4 7 45 B IR AR HERR A (s
R BEATA ALY F1 imidas gm0 F AT AL AT (BARAN D 7 & 71 F BERRCCHSRERESLY P9 A H 1] 4
H) IT SRR T X LU FE[16]. AR = o) ia] 8 o 2 BRI it Lot 7, B AT R A 5. 19
(2022) NI B F FEXT CEARDGE R LY (B 1~7 RROBEAT X LU FE[ 1], %S0 IE SCH A BEREAT T 40 S04 1
PIXTEG, WARSURAB R K, BERAW LBENEREM, 30 5 7R D) Re S5 HoAh 7 1

ARSCRL CBEBOY (36 1~7 RO I F-BEHA A SN G, AERNE S A M2z (R BR 48 5 1, adad iy B4R
LRt o A4S A 1 7 A 7T (B FE T BHAUSCR AR . 18 SR MBS . T BEDRERTRE L)
Ak o A P ek 1] B R AR ST AN 20 DR S R RI R DU R R RS . BRI LR R
BRI T CBIRL) Wk RHAM R, BF 4 H T B O EEREE.
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2. (I (BB 1~7 B R F AL
2.1. WRBERIRTEE

“CELBL) BVRRRAET A2 AR G N AR A S A e - AR e T S IR I T
RFE, EMEERFERTE. 7 [17], (IO X T EHa MerR B AGIS G 1R, (B0 5 1R
552 JRAANAE IESCHR /Y T /b B RERI Q0BT Q A1 12 AN DAGEA: 3 1A Mk s ial . GRS 3 RROT 4 bt
G BHA, MBS 3~6 i, (DO MR A EHABE TR 2, 5B 6. 7 IRBUEIZHIRE TR, (B0
5 1~7 M— 3Rk T 35 AN Rk, KA BT Q. AA #il. ABC. CD. CAD. CPU % . XA T (B
PO WA — € B E k. Em M S It . SRR, R B0 A T 30— MR A 2 1 ek
MR —E M S, b s 4 BAEINRE R R 2 1, HEINRIE %A ABS. ADSL Al AIDS %5. %5 3 it
AN 7 REOMMBR B3 26 8225 28 3 OB 1 12 AN BL4EZE ZOR R R I - B1A, 55-ERUUZ MER T BBS.BRT.
CMMB i, SME, () Rl fEEAR M, —I7 AR T ST AR 7 B ) R
KIE. —J7 ] DAL (B0 %7 BRa B A AT R EEANT S i, BT TAR BRI 4%

Table 1. Comparison of the numbers of letter words included in the “Modern Chinese

Dictionary” (1st to 7th editions)
F 1 (D) (B 1~7 BERFEHARN B E LR

R $=8 4 H¥n il
FhR 14 0 0
P 14 0 0
H= 42 40 12
VYRR 144 106 4
ErRi 183 49 10
FINRR 241 65 7
H-Ehi 237 7 11

2.2. WRFRHARRIER L

CELDO) TSR ) B3], 093 2ok B T30, 2 HPGEP & 4 b W1 HSK T s #8732 ok B T 944,

A1) F 5 S BEARRE T A CT, A 1) B SR A FR A0 internet, I 1) B #2 B0 5 5 1] 1) — 6
gy, WTHAS: &F kA8 TAM, FHRRARETE o Ko SIREAAE — 85 7 BE 1) RIR
ATE, KRR )RR 2 2 FoR R EE T 1), Tk HIWORR . s e el T2 AMER, &
ZAENT WHE, In+hi OK. BIEFET HIBEW “24 —4 A b 5 (Kara Orkestura)” , H A “kara” &R “%”
8“7, I “Orkestura” S&XJ AL “orchestra” (5% RBAIIHIEE 1. XX WA I 1) BEA], A3
HRAE VTN FLARIRIES 73 o i DA SC 3 B - BRI R RYR 43 PGS« Tl A IEEA Al . (DO (3R 1~7
RSO3 7 BER] B RYE XS LL U R R . B 2 a4, (BP0 Wk i) Bl i 2 SRR T 9638, Sk B P0E
P ERAIR >, Rl 7 HSK. WSK Fil RMB iX = /Mo W AL & A it = BRI R B A B2 o i1
o W& BRLF\ B ITEAN y SHEIX N AN RISk B RE R R 2, IF BB AORE SE A TR FE R .
HKIE G POE S A BB B FL A 1R (1 P i AR AL TR
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Table 2. Comparison of the sources of letter words included in the “Modern Chinese Dictionary” (1st to 7th editions)

F2. (XD (8B 1~7 YR FRHAM KRR

IR B Wi BiE A EE Atk
R 14 0 10 1 3
BMR 14 0 10 1 3
HEMR 42 0 29 5 8
VIR 144 2 124 6 12
FEHIR 183 2 160 6 15
HINHR 241 3 216 6 16
HhR 237 3 208 6 20

2.3. YR FRHARMI AL 57 X EE

ARSI AL, K7 BRI 2 O 1 i BRA AN CDY WSy o “ B + PGE” 1R T il
¥ MRS “FBE + BTRAAET” L MP4AL # SRR R + BUE + BT AR 1A
INZEAEER B XD, (DL (35 1~7 RS IR 7 B R O 7 6 BEAR L R 22 3. CBII) KR 1 1~3 hi
WA OL, 4~7 FRAS R 207 BHA MR i 2, MU N “F 8 + POE7 BiRfcE K, HHRGR
RIS “ 0 + BRI REcE, SRR BN N TR + W+ BTRa e
], ARG RS A L 4R R Bry 4E2ER Bo 4EZER Bs. 4R Bus 4E4EER B CL R
NN WIS AR, A5 BER N 3 BOT RIS, 55 6 Mz e KR g .. Ml A “F
+ POE” B 5 3~4 BOEOREER, 2 JEIRFFZASHIK . MR “FRE + BTRaEeE” KiE
55 3 hRENEE 4 BRI T 2 A, HS 5 RREIEE 6 BB K T 8 A, HARMRARFFAZ . MR N “ 78 +
PR + BTRAEey” A R IR D, ARAGIR .

Table 3. Comparison of the word formation components of letter words included in the “Modern Chinese dictionary” (1st to

7th Editions)
F 3. (WD) (BB 1~7 IR FBHAMMIE R 7 2Tt &

TR+ R TR+ DR

BRIK =t 2= Fh/ + WIE Bz + BrhifaE
IR 14 0 9 0 :
e 14 0 9 0 ’
B 2 21 21 ° "
U 144 102 39 2 !
IR 183 140 40 2 !
Feyae 241 187 43 10 !
HL 237 182 45 v ’
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2.4. WRFRANFEIIEEXTLE

AT REDDRERI AL, K 7 BRA 73 O )\ Fh A - - BERAEME U0 TV A& 7 BERINF Lk 4e A 3R A
P RN R bR AE I B e, fE TR IR SRR GUE S EAUIRAHC I E I T &, 78
“F T BIEYIRE S W BB ML AT RERAR SRR E BN ABC L LB A AR FAX, At
QAR CELBL) (5 1~7 BOWCR I T BHA R TR DI REXS LI 4 4. CBLBL) v i ™ A 1) o BEA /2
R, HRRETRERF AR WL, FrRs 7 M “F” UL FRERERNFLED. N
Pint AR R, R A I 5 B S AR ORI S, 7 BERIU MR SRR ) 7 BHA ARG IR BEAN K, A
FEIER o HoA TR SRR AR ALIE EEAS K

Table 4. Letter function of letter words included in the “Modern Chinese dictionary” (1st to 7th editions)
Fa. (XY (& 1~7 RO FRRN FEINEERT LR

BFEER TR EFEN EFEN

BRIk % Wi ) iy 7 B EoviN HAh
F—hR 1 12 0 0 0 0 0 1
5 1 12 0 0 0 0 0 1
HEMR 26 7 2 1 1 1 1 2
VIR 115 8 10 2 1 1 1 3
FETRR 149 8 12 4 1 1 1 4
HINHR 206 8 13 3 2 1 1 3
AR 202 18 19 2 1 1 1 2

2.5. BERFRHAEXRHNEN

Table 5. Comparison of the semantic categories of letter words included in the “Modern Chinese dictionary” (1st to 7th editions)

5. (XD (58 1~7 MOUURE FRHARIE XA =

0/ Bk 2 Xt iy ERES
F—hR 1 0 1 0 12
R 1 0 1 0 11
HEMR 1 0 4 8 29
g 1 20 12 20 91
FEHIR 1 19 21 28 114
HINR 6 49 30 33 123
R 6 48 32 30 121
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A

AR EHERE T RERA ROE SR 008 T BUR S @b . A AREEX AN . (IO (5 1~7
FEROWLSR B 7 BRA R 1 SCRADG EL e 5. (L) il B2 05 i v RHA Sce i %, JF HAR IR i
Ko G5 AR 21X =S5 T B - B B A i, 400 77 1 10 - BRA R IR FEBOR . BOR 77 1
frrRHR o R, IF BN AEE, WIRCRA 1 AN FRERE, H7SRR SR -LRRAE E IRIFAE 6 1o

2.6. WRF AR EN

MEE 3 JOFEE, (BB G0 7 =BT, IS T RER IR X2 RAE BRI . X 2N
Bt 5 I ) FROAE RS, 2 B (9 8 PR AR 55 A B K 2 B IR 2 R AR AL, T (DL 1B AR (3]
g, WARESIHERE, IRRERIRE. RIS, BF B B 1~2 BROFEA Mg BEE, B DL
HREGHT (B GF 3~7 BORISEA 7R/, (B (58 3~7 W) — 3L/ 645 AA #l. BT Q. BP #l.
FAX ZE3R7E I 35 DM IEE . A0 3 BB IX 35 AN P (R SCEL S, 7 He ] 0B SUH Kk R AR 1

2.6.1. B EHIRNELFIRE

5 1~2 i (L) AR IESCZ R gm—A “TOSCFBEIF S mialiE ", IS 3 fROT4E (D) # 7
RHAM R E IR L2 )G, ARfi “PESCE R RBNE” o (I 28 4 ROFIEE 5 R, FERE 445 77 T
HAABCKMEE . 55 4 RO AREE R RO S5 o AL B PGB I 7 BER R DOE I8 73 2R 47 1 DOEPF &S, X8
155 BRG] FOVE & AR # . 4038 3 Wi SOS JLEATRE SCA “— Pl gR AU LI £ T 2ENI 7, 28 4 iz
JE I SOS JLEAT HRE LN “SOSértongenn — MU FRAINLIN L TTREENM 7 « 555 it (B EDGESHE
5 B4 T R ¥ HSK AT RMB (/8 U, ZE4EREHT I HF & e n 1 A AR . W HSK 7E5 4 hi
IR SR “PUE KR [PUEPEE hanyu shuiping kaoshi [I4EE]” « BFE 5 RSN “DUEKFEEH
R[PUE PR hanyt shuiping kdoshi 46 51”7

2.6.2. XIHEBEWL

12 (BB (5 3~7 BRI 35 MEE R FREA S, HA5 FAX — ANl I T SO E LR .
FAX 7E55 3 JRIORE SN “Pe RS, 7, MTE 4~7 BB SO “© tHEM4. @ FEENEE. O £E
ARG, 7 FAX WU R IFIGM REAR S, ¥ KB 7 OIEE RS (£ EAIYIEL L ENAREIXAB)
Vo SUUHER R A AR IR I L LD L, K 22 H00m] (R ST /AN 50 SO (¥ B Atk g A7 el s

2.6.3. BYGEERY X

CHRDUY WSR ) 7 BERIRE SUHP, AFAEF o - RERRE SCITEST K. BL AA HD0M1, 28 3~5 Kok AA il
fERER “ TR BB ST S N TR RS NS AR L. 7, TS 6~7 O AA Sl “85%
ARl AT P AT S NP 7 XAE RS R R R, AA SIS CUN AT LATERZ IR &, IR LA
FEPHLE . KR L TEEEMIE RS . T KTV 7255 3 MuUkRe Xy “3H 2 88007 F ik 4 OK
BT 7, E58 4~7 FRPRE SO “HBiA R4 OK M SN . 7 5 4~7 JREVE SGHER T “HZM
BUSHAT” PRSI, B K.

2.6.4. BXEMMFE™E

CHRDLY FAFAE B 53 S BRG] (R SCRE NG & R R AN AR R R I 52BR . CT 7E58 3 WIMBE U “O
X HHE R ENEZ 6 . @ X LR IHENEZRR#{0). 7 758 4~5 PR “© it
FHUARAR(D): i~ @ THHHIUEZE RGN 7 5 6~7 RV SCN “© HHEHUEN RBA0: i~
@ WHEHUZMBUZIC. 7 N “WIEHR0C B “RRBAC FE “EITRE o BEE R ARKEAR
Wi & JE, (LB MR CHEAE R R BAWIET
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2.6.5. BB EMEE

CELDLY (B85 1~7 RRORIRE SOZRHT MR — e TUAR K . X ERRIR OB 3B B0 IR sy A
CPU Afil, CPU fE5 3 FRAIRE SUN “HHEHLI R AL FRES ", (HARTESS 4~7 W2 B O “rp de b3
27— T REEENEE, B AR AR 4R, AMIBEARERE CPU it
B — 800y, NUMERE . B X LR o B FS5EA7 155 BRI DUE 7 21 K5 R R R3], 7E 28 3~4
FiCHLDLY FRARRR IR, 2598 X AN RAR M TS o T 56 5~7 RN BELEEEAT e . DA X BN, &8
34 FRIGRESCN “0L 5 T DR HIETERY o 7 58 5~7 FRAVR SN “RZiiifek. 7

3. (I BiTRR
3.1. FRHAMNTHEIRE

CHLDLY B H I 0, I BB R te A e ARE 1 2 BRn, RO bR b B ™ % A
AMf . HKERSLQ006)FEH T 11 46 (L) Y REA BRI, REFHAE T (IR0 i FicR A S
KRS B EAH R 75— L g A B A AR ME I DR — S 0 RO R RERAI[18]. CIRIL) — A
WSk B iU AR R AR B )RR, EEan AT I 28115 . (BRI W RER IR 2R & 5 18
T2, BARUSEMRRNME . (AEF VRS ey B bR e, DR KITERE AR IE, 1
SENR B AGEP L AN LGB (5 3~7 ) 35 MG, EHiE BCC Bk E, &
T 35 AMMAETESS 3 ARG R 1996 SEANEE 7 ikt R AT —4F 2015 E(BBC B KW IR #E 2R
MR E 2015 )M, S0 5dEx i N 6 fin. RRTUIRIEIEH, ABC. AB ffi. BP L
SEE B ARG R, R, EE N DI I — R sk . B8 @ A YRk —
S o RE 4+ PGET bl “C iz “P R, IXEABIRIERA LT Al REA T IR, AT SR .
[, BTGk “Hey + R R0, XA U RRAS I COLB0Y WA G, H2 {3
BRHIAME, el “4A” “3C7 %%,

Table 6. Comparison of usage frequency of some common words in the 3rd to 7th editions
of the “Modern Chinese Dictionary” in 1996 and 2015

F 6. (IXNY (58 3~7 WR)EB BRI 1996 £EF0 2015 FEERSHFEITEL R

A% 1996 2015
AA i 0 0
ABC 1 0
AB fii 1 0
AB i 0 0
BP #l 8 0
Bl 18 14
CAD 0 0
CD 10 0

3.2. FEEARIREN

3.2.1. R AT RERDIEIR
CHRLY WS ) - BER] o] BA23 N At ia R AR AR S B N8B 20 . (IR0 Soh-F K380 40 ) - B iA] # bR v
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A

TkVE. i CET BB SN “ KHAEHIR . [J College English Test (I455]” « PAD KB SUH “MN A%
FEhEE. [9% personal digital assistant F4A5]” WSK HIRE R “ A EAMEKFEH R [DOEPFE waiyt shui
ping kdoshi] (4 S o (HAMKIFAFAE R T RHABCA AR ARIR . L CBLDO) (36 7 O ABl, MO, M1, M2
1 QQ S 1A HL A FRVETE IR o VA by (1) Ji PR 0T B A2 1 3] 1) A Y R HMEff o B A 1 BT DAZE S L,
9T ORI L RRE L) R G PR SR, A RT RE  BE RT e R K R bR H o 9 AA XS],
H2FNNRIFZ T “ Acting Appointment” , WA 2EFH N NZETESCH “All Apart” o« (BL) w5
B, AR AR S Y, B ik 8 — AN 50 5T 7 = S AT TEE 25 5 B PR SR U

3.2.2. XM FRARFRIR AT

CHLBLY WL (1) 7 BRR] R AE LR R 73 7 B 2 B AR TR ARl 26, H X S 3] R RE LRI X R G —
Xt X2 X &M X ). Hrp XU X 208 T “X7 BB EHR “X” o H2 X JIA X B80T
“X7 HIREX A “Ru 7 o LT RRRAE R TR TP G, TP . IP HubbIX = ANE, # S
“1P” , JAMLTERE SLHIRE, #bsiE T1EVR, BU[IP, ¥ Internet protocol H4E5]. {H & SOS 1 SOS JLE
A, WA EHE R, (FE AR “SOS” B ERE TR, BI[SOS, ¥t save oursouls 45 ], {H2&
TEfRERE “SOS JLEN” BIRMEEIEA X “SOS” HATHIRE . N T IRFFBE W R PEAIT RitE, 2838
T BURE UM AR FE G — A o, B & A AR R = BERE, RS RSN R B S T, #0 = RE S IR T 4 —
FIFRYE o

3.23. BEBNETFEE, AEBRGETHIIL

CHLBLY Ao - BEIA] (R SOR A0 2 ELERR R SRR 1B 5 . bhlniil VR IR SO “ e, 2
X “virtual reality” BEITRE. XMORE BRI T, HEXN TRFN S, WREAWL VR XAHE, T8
BRI BB SORARMERT VR X ANRIEAT — AN AR A B . B8 @ DR BRI EIRE X, 21
— 6 5] SOMIDR 40 1T ke, LUt VR MR “RIRITHENI B AR A i = 48 A AR, s & A&
P SLEALGE . Wl S 2 IR E VIR AL BARLS . 7 (HS2 (BB R SAFLERTES 7 REA R S T 5l
. WiEE 7 AR CHLBL) H PPA MR SCA “ORIEER, B N-25 FRREE AR . HELL K S 2 FsAE 2 it —Fh
By, AT DAL o Sk B A A e 4, D S B R, AR IR e A TSR . IR 2
ArraeslRmETE . OIEAE . AN I, EZEE R SRR RS 2 Ok 3R L 245 500)
1R . [9¢ phenylpropanolamine [I4EHEARAA]” XA S F o0, FFH AWK &L, 55k
PEAR . EPXRXFPE L, EFH VR TMARTERI N, T 22 A 37 SR PP 2 2 452 1R A BE DDA
B, bt ORI RN, — M H TR E AFRIEA R Ry, AR S ZE, (RN RE R BUME AR R
SYEEEIEN, CHdREARH. 7
4. 85iE

ASCAE SR AN FUSCR IR -, KGR R MRy . FREDIRE . iR SR SUZ N A
FEE, XF CHLBUY (B8 1~7 ROMSCR i 5 BRG] LI 0 I 1) 7 B2 AT R FR AR A 23 M o AEBIEFL 7 BEA) R R AR
R, EERTERE] (BB X T BER ) 5 AR AR SOX PN T7 A L7 LLSE 3 2 4k, IR
THCWEESEW. FRHANARIERN 7R RINFER, ML T HAE, FRHA R 5
Mo IRTA S, B BEONIATE RGBT KRR R, AP 1A S WA R AR H AT RHAAE B
Vi AR SO AR B 2 4, (HRA T TN B R 7 EBHA R DU R R G — 870 7 RHA S fEEH
SRR RE, Fria Al A, RIS IR T IR SO SCABORBOR i, ok
FHEo
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