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Abstract

Drawing on Conceptual Blending Theory, this study examines the cognitive mechanisms underlying
the meaning construction of action verbs in the Naxi Dongba script. The findings show that: (1) the
semantic construction of Dongba action verbs can be categorized into four cognitive framework
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types—situational, locational, thematic-role, and functional—accounting for 26.71%, 10.27%, 49.67%
and 13.35% of the data, respectively. This distribution reveals a “thematic-role-dominant, mutually
complementary” system, indicating that Dongba encodes action events through an integrated reliance
on participant structure, scene recognition, spatial configuration, and embodied experience. (2)
The four framework types exhibit distinct integration pathways: situational frameworks activate
action concepts through holistic scene matching; locational frameworks integrate spatial infor-
mation via configurational relations; thematic-role frameworks achieve event-structure compres-
sion through role complementation; and functional frameworks directly eventify the prototypical
functions of body parts. Overall, the study demonstrates that Conceptual Blending Theory effec-
tively accounts for the cross-modal mapping among graphic components, event knowledge, and cul-
tural experience in the Dongba script. The results offer a new theoretical perspective on the event-
semantic organization of early pictographic writing systems and contribute to cross-script research
on the typology of action semantics.
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Table 1. The distribution of framework types of action verbs in Dongba script
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