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Abstract

English writing has always been a crucial component of senior high school English education, and
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students’ writing proficiency reflects their mastery and application of comprehensive English
knowledge to a certain extent. As the basic tense for describing past events, the correct use of the
past tense is a key indicator of writing ability, yet it also poses a learning difficulty for Chinese senior
high school students. Grounded in error analysis theory, this study takes 80 English writing samples
from students in Class 10 and Class 21 of Grade 1 at Chongqing Wanzhou Senior High School as its
research subjects, and incorporates teacher interviews to investigate the types and causes of intra-
lingual errors in the use of the past tense in students’ English writing. The research findings indicate
that past tense errors in students’ writing primarily fall into four categories: omission of the simple
past tense (accounting for 40%), spelling errors in the past tense of irregular verbs (26.7%), lack of
tense consistency (20%), and misuse of the present perfect tense (13.3%). Among these, the omis-
sion of the simple past tense is the most prominent issue. Cause analysis reveals that these errors
mainly stem from three aspects: students’ unsystematic mastery of linguistic knowledge (confusion
of tense concepts, weak memorization of irregular verbs), negative transfer of mother tongue and
cognitive inertia (interference from the characteristics of Chinese as an analytic language, insuffi-
cient awareness of contextual logic), and limitations in teaching and learning strategies (frag-
mented tense instruction, monolithic learning strategies). Based on the research findings, this pa-
per proposes a specific teaching improvement plan, exemplified by the “Silent Witness”—a story
chain writing task designed to fit a 40-minute class period. This activity enhances students’ aware-
ness of past tense usage through contextualized narrative writing and is accompanied by a “Tense
Detective Evaluation Checklist” to cultivate students’ metacognitive monitoring skills. This trans-
forms general teaching principles into executable teaching steps, providing frontline teachers with
operational references.
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Figure 1. Overall distribution of various types of errors
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