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ETCOCABHRIERZTNR “Pursue” B BE
BV:=X 7R

FRH
WL LR RS A B, L B

ks H i 20264E3H3H; FAHHM: 20264F3H31H; &AAMHM: 20264F4713H

HE

AT R & L EAL(Extended Unit of Meaning, EUM)REEL, LLCOCAER B ABIERIE, XF57iA“pur-
sue” HIBMC. KBREL. E R KB XFHAT T RA ST ALK, “pursue” EFRHFEERR
“H#»” (Wcareer, goal). “4T31” (Wpolicy, strategy)f “yER(F/)” (Wcase) WFATCILIL, B
Ky B BN REEEME AT “pursue” &R EEREEREA N REM (pursue + N); &
XEHWridt—BR Y, ZIFEFTARNSER R ABERTY 8, B RIAFREE (Wpursue
education), 7F7]BEFEY A 4T A (Wpursue nuclear weapons). 54 RRAE T R R LB HERIAE
WIEZ LR T AR I SR M, A TIEE SRR g R AL T STUEKE .
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Abstract

This study adopts the Extended Unit of Meaning (EUM) model and draws on data from the COCA
corpus to conduct a systematic analysis of the verb “pursue” in terms of its collocations, colligations,
semantic preference, and semantic prosody. The findings reveal that “pursue” most frequently co-

XES|H: RS, T cOCA IERHEKIFNIFE “Pursue” KT B AN T[], IURIE 5 2, 2026, 14(4): 329-337.
DOI: 10.12677/m| 2026.144299


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ml
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2026.144299
https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2026.144299
https://www.hanspub.org/

ot

E

occurs with lexical items denoting “goals” (e.g., career, goal), “actions” (e.g., policy, strategy), and
“legal matters” (e.g., case), forming four major types of extended units of meaning. Colligational
analysis indicates that the most salient grammatical pattern surrounding “pursue” is the verb-ob-
ject structure (pursue + N). Furthermore, the analysis of semantic prosody demonstrates that the
attitudinal meaning conveyed by the verb is significantly influenced by its typical collocates: it may
express a positive orientation (e.g., pursue education) or refer to negative or controversial actions
(e.g., pursue nuclear weapons). The results verify the explanatory power and scientific validity of
the Extended Unit of Meaning (EUM) model in the study of lexical polysemy, and provide empirical
evidence for second language teaching and lexicography.
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1. 53|18

TR TE 5 4 10— AR H AR TR 5 B (%30, 2021) [1], Sinclair (2004) 35K BEAT TR 9K
Y R & SUH7 (extended units of meaning) il 75 [ 2] §7 B & AL, BFK I Ti(lexical item), HHE 1% (core)-
B (collocation) ZEEEHZ (colligation) 1 XU {7l (semantic preference) & i X #J(semantic prosody) 7.~ 2%
MR, HIXAANERARMNY R ESCRA AR B2 “Biaif. Ak B CREHRC—&, SEINE X
Mg—H5 " (BEE, 2020) [3]. R SCRALHT I RAE LA = SOOI 7T LA ] R[] 5 J6 38 B A B fr
(RIRR I, B BB ST A e B BT Bl S 1] 1 P AR A DS B Tk B 42, 2010) [4]. B, 37

U 3R R TEREE § R R L B — N EE R, X TAE IR M m E AE U

PRI
2. FREX RN
2.1. § REX SR

TR SRR LEZ A, EHE BN S ARSI, HE&. B, RPHE. 15U
) S8 SR AN A . b RAZAIE SR ALk (R A, 2020) [3].

RGOSR AN R IR R H R s 0 AL TR R O (2R — AP (R A, 2020)
[3]+ Sinclair (2003) [S]HEEAZE SN “IRIEE ) B E N3 2 —, H—PMEEZ NN LRRETEBA % —EiE
FEARZ R BT R o FEARSCH, EAZ BRI pursue.

CHARC” S AL TL T R TE R R (lexical patterns) (B, 2020) [3]. Sinclair (1991) [6]% 4 A
(38 SUCH “HEBC 2 AN B2 AN B AR SCAR R AT EE N ISR o X — 5 IR B T R LIS B (span), AT
fEAF TR R O AT R . WUER AL S AN A I B S BT B 1 e € R SOF HA A AT A, 84 AT
AT DA R R T — A 3 i (idiom), HELEIRATR UL “REE BB o Teubert (2005) [71IAN “ H/NiA]
JOCBN RMFTESHZIAMAE RS Rk, WU, B E S HAE B 15
W, WIHEAREER, WEEAR NS, BRI E. Bk, SRR E SR T R R
K,
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CORBERE T BB )18 A 2 (grammatical patterns) (& i, 2020) [3]. Sinclair (2003) [5]
WP RIRAEIE O “ R R — MIRIEREES M R S AR R e s I, B S AR BRI
LI, WU, KRB R B SiEER IRk . FEANRRE I SR IBCHE L RE AR I tH =SB i Ak
AR .

B SR SRR IR R E ARG, 2020) [3]. Sinclair (2003) [51%F BE IR <A B
i, R PR 435 A o W) Sl AT 1) T P 28 B o e U] o 1R SR IF AN B L, AR AT A 2 3 S R R AT
AT, 7 R Ul T SO R AR B PR 2 48 T 18] FRO 8 SURMIE, R EATWZEAE, (Hr R BA FFE IS
SURFE

TR )T AN ORI IA A R LGB, 2020) [3]. SiESUEIRIANE, 1E SCEIEIA H
MIZSBE R SO, 75 WA B SO Rk AT 4 . — B, 38 SGRA PIRME DL, RIRRGE GRS
THARE XE). R, ERT RE TS E—F, 82T RE SRR AR 7, PR
o, AU T CAREHEAT R R RSB T A B SR BT

2.2. I REXBAMRIVK

IR ORI TR SRR SR AR, AOSTE S I FCE AL 1B R L, ONIE S
TR S SIS R . TKREETE(2010) [4]DAYT R R A B HESE, DR S AR R SR
B, HEATTEREIR SN F R SR AT T . S5 R SR, Dl RE IR SR 11 ml i 9 e i SR AL FE %
Ftsials JRIBCHa. T GRS G RANE LT AR 2 25, ARER BRI SGR . X IR SR [
HFEANE R T HSE AR ik AN 1L 5%(2012) [S1H AT ECHRRHE RSP AT SR A 45 & (10 T8,
M A FERAE 18 SCREIRNC . iREP R, IR IR A BERRR 1 B 5 2 [0 B 2, 9l
PRI HIWE TR SR 7 OSBRI S R . AN 5K ZE(2025) [915: T4 RS SRR, #RR we 1E
ARG R PR o IR LEa W s Ah SR R R we BIMEHIZE SR, BETURBLT E A A RRIE L
HOABEORT  SERIEREBON B, MM BARIEN BRI IREO . T B S €(2025)[10]
YR E SRR, 5B COCA W RHZE 73 Hr2hiA] acquire AOMEFIAFAE, KBLiZ 2 H T+ IECEA, £
FoE5 . IEG 2R, 18 U YRR T o 3, RS 4t 7 AL G 1R B A SR R
R, A MK L 222k e B SR AR S D AT A LA &, RSl S s SR gt 7 —A
BOBTHORLA o 238552024 (1112 T i SCR AR, 7 EREAA T “ZHEN” KN E L. @iy
1200 X R GATHI TR I, “EZHEN” ZATRIEME(T1%), 2SR, FK, EARE 7Ok
S92 ERR . YIE . BOBALIX . T IE D RIEZ 28 H KSR S 2 R SRR A
(2025) [12]3 Y™ & R SCRALBERY, 2047 1 b [ H AR BRI VRS RIE h « 328 7 TR INIE 5 /i,
WA “victims?” B FE I Y R R CRAL, AFAURIL (R E B SRR TER TR BRI
EHRINEL, FFE IR VRS S0 B AR A 2B AT S, T A AN IRPVE R, RN R T
TR HLAE VRSN 32 F 3 1 5C O AN B .

BEME, ¥ RESCAMBRCAAERNCHT T BRI SARTE A5 2 RIS 325 BUR,
WM HMERF SR .

3. BRWEMIARGZE
3.1. #5TiERE

1) pursue —iH7E COCA B RHE 1, 50 A RERHAT W LR i ?
2) FEIXESHEML SRR AR 1 EARE BAE S ) S L) ?
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3.2. BERKIRE

ASCERHE H COCA 1EEHE . COCA Rl 3 EH 4T 1E1E KL (Corpus of Contemporary American Eng-
lish), &3 EBEARFMEH A BN Z KM IGEERE, ERVES ST 10 2FHSCAKR, #1990
ERASPOE DN &8 IRAVHZEAR SCIREE )\ PP e AR AL
3.3. ARSE]

A TR EE A 73 I ERE 24 A5 1) #8 COCA 8B ZE FLH KR pursue — i, I8 & 5 i (span)
N—4/+4 552X — 5 ] A %A B A O IR o P PR AR T RUTA A A U TR B, S PR R
BT SO B I R K R 8 . — MR UL, WS B S B R —4/+4 5545 RBGEE N 2) B4R
pursue —HHIFTERIESAE R, B E%I PR 3) ARAE %I B BC S R IRRET /L, IRE X
Wi s 4) FRHEE ) 5 A5 13 S5 S) 4G pursue YT S
4. BRER
4.1. BECTHT

Firth (1968) [13]I\A “AkZnILid, JeWILAE” (You shall know a word by the company it keeps!). Bl—
AME ) X 232 IR s, FEI AR, B X kAE—E B, 1 COCA BRIE, MR E ISR
—4/+4, AT 320 ANMBECT, A SCAE S i IR A O R AR N = BUE S H ET 20 BRG], a0k 1 FTR:

Table 1. Top 30 collocates of “pursue” in the COCA corpus
1. “pursue” 7E COCA BRIEEHRT 20 AIFEHCIF

FP 5 FATC A IS MI
1 career 1839 5.42
2 policy 1353 4.00
3 goal 1062 4.45
4 interest 1044 3.87
5 dream 975 4.73
6 strategy 784 4.39
7 degree 765 4.27
8 continue 746 291
9 case 663 2.04
10 education 601 2.89
11 decide 540 2.90
12 opportunity 479 3.17
13 aggressively 467 7.61
14 actively 390 6.13
15 course 387 3.06
16 agenda 375 4.79
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17 action 363 2.83
18 passion 352 4.85
19 project 344 2.47
20 nuclear 328 3.56

e 1 fn, TERT 20 MiEEREY, &R, HARBRAERE S A career/policy/goal/interest 55
PRI “OrmtE” WJE M, 5 career #ELHT MI{HALRi(5.42), Wi pursue 5 career KL H 5, Eﬂf?@
13 CESREEFM/NEEEFN” B IE pursue; HRFE, 530 5& continue AT decide, 3R pursue [)id 2

AEARFREE M H R EHiHE: HIXRAERNAE, 409 & actively F1 aggressively, FiAH7E pursue FILFEH
%Yﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁq PTG, MIEAR R, UEBH RPN a8 A5 A2 T 25 1) nuclear, FEPECAIHREUE, HM MIHH
WEREARIL HE — e B E M, N2 EBNE R AR LI,

4.2. EEEESR

- DBATWEE 7 HEEC 1A, 12X L8 BC 1] 751575 2 T (P SR A & B 194 B ANE VL A (B AR, 2020)

[3], XHLFHEBERMBEAARMPERIP WS . (Bl ARG REETR R, AR &5 REEVEE, A

FERELA R 54T BENLAMEL 100 Z53E1T 0 H7 o
WM R, pursue FESAAE—FIRELEEF, IR 2:

Table 2. Colligational pattern of “pursue” in the COCA corpus
2 2. “pursue” 7£ COCA FERERRIAKIKES

EN S 5T

(1) ...public confidence that nuclear energy would be pursued conforming to the
(ADV) + pursue + (ADJ) + N highest international standards. ..

(2) to pursue degrees in the sciences...

(3) ...the music education community can continue to pursue its agenda of assisting
students attain higher levels of achievement......

(4) ...in line with the strategy his lawyers have pursued...
(5) ...a pair of executive actions pursued by the Obama White House...
(6) Obviously, as a president, these interests are still being pursued...

(7) ...in part because of policies that Mr. Berlusconi pursued to protect his business
empire. ..

(8) ...continue to try to pursue you...

(9) ...how aggressively the company should pursue...

— R, 44175 pursue I N LR . HH, policy/goal £ 5 pursue TR IR, W: “..to
undermine whatever policies were being openly pursued by the Bush Administration” “...hese goals are being
actively pursued by the now generation...” . X/ &K~ goal Fl policy I A& “ %ﬁﬁ%JH 7oE “ROESR” 1,
Hil AR IE SO s IF HAER KA 7 b, (5 B B8 SE T WA (BRI A/ H AR A B i AE HEAE A
A, ERXREFEILRY, RKZHAL BT DR ERLAHIM, . “.social goals they should pursue...”
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“...who is interested in this career pursuesit.” ; ] agenda Fl passion 1 UAJ5 BH X HI, 0. “...pursue
his agenda...” “...pursue their passion...” , IX&[5’} agenda I passion #$/& pursue ZNTEMIXT 5, HJ “iY
7 SRl “HATARE A RAIEE N, T FREd CIER” ARSI, BATA S 2 E
B HOR 1, T AR RIRAFLE 53 4h, s Be1a H H B0 nuclear 75 2 ARIE KL R BN nuclear energy/nuclear
weapons/nuclear technology &, % i it 4 1] i8] 41 (1) 7% 3 H BLAE 5 FRBUGE SCAR R 83T 25 824 i S R BT 78
L B[P AR OAF) F) BT UK IR, pursue (1) 37 A)75 2 0K SR & (ADV) + pursue + (ADJ) + N, 41 “She wishes
to pursue a medical career.” (/-1 #l) “Mr. Menendez has aggressively pursued new business.” (fif #k 17
LINR

4.3. BXFE AT
U SO I 1485 52 [ 255 78 S SCHETRC V] PR T8 SCRRAE 779 s 1) A S R HAh B8 T A] (91 SCGBERE A4 2020)
(3], FET b, 8 SUF RS T4 3

Table 3. Semantic preference of “pursue” in the COCA corpus
3. “pursue” 7£ COCA EBREHRFIENMETHE

LS X FE ] 1 R X T U A)
career, goal, interest, dream, degree,
“Htr” education, opportunity, course, Bk, M SER )N AN “H¥s”
passion
“ TR /NG policy, strategy, agenda, action, BT S T/ e “SFE "
project, nuclear
CFEEEAE)” case BE BEZEMN

H17% 3 %, purse BUTE A AU 3 280 35— R EEGFRR “ BEs” MEA X, T RNEERLZ R “A4
N7 FORIBRNEILER B bR 56 TR FERIN “ATah/HNE ", A7sh EEREZ N “BUN" , RoRAT/sE
TEEMATZ); =R T VERCEEM)” Trl, R ERERM . Bl S ERRIAT R, X=KE
SRR )3 5 A5 R R H 3R] continue 5 decide, 41 “continues to pursue problematic policies” “T will
continue to pursue action” “The state ultimately decided not to pursue the case” “I recently decided to stop
pursuing photography jobs” 4. HAKIME, continue 2 H T continue to pursue + N &5, X} pursue flr ik
() B AR EAT S INRR S EARID, IRIRATARE DR, IR BB P IEEAT H AR &k
e RX—ZAE “HAR” L “AT80/50E 7 SRI0TE U ey W, e 1 —Fh e St s ) s
FITE XBCR . #HEEZF, decide 2 T decide (not) to pursue + N 4544, K pursue FI47 N E TRIEHELE 2
H, REATEI AR R SR E . [RIRE, O A B i S AR AE 2R 31, W] RLUKEN pursue AR JUAE
FE X

1) 4-#HA 4L to do something or try to achieve something over a period of time; to continue to discuss, find
out about or be involved in something; to follow or go after somebody/something, especially in order to catch
them;

2) F[ARHTiE #: If you pursue an activity, interest, or plan, you carry it out or follow it; If you pursue a
particular aim or result, you make efforts to achieve it, often over a long period of time; If you pursue a particular

topic, you try to find out more about it by asking questions; If you pursue a person, vehicle, or animal, you follow
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them, usually in order to catch them.

MR SCRTCAE PR B R U “over a period of time” IFRIA, AHL T pursue IX—AT
RN, X E5ACH R —E.

FiAk, PRI B 552 F pursue BH “IEEE. 183”7 MU X, W pursue a criminal/pursue a suspect 55
SR, 76 COCA B RIE I SEPRT 2R &5 R, X BT A Z AR (o 57 IR 71 4Rk), H MIE A
(0 2.81 F1 2.87), Ut BHIXFHEECAE TR LIRSS, MAMEA . Bk, ACREEX—H
BN pursue (B U SEA . #E—%% criminal 55 suspect 43 AE NI R, 7E COCA BRI E 35
o WA A RS, W LAUR B catch criminal (B 237 X, MI {H 2.98)5 arrest suspect (JiZ 585 X, MI
1 5.85) LG RN B3, RUIERIL “HUH TR EREE N7 1X —18 X, FEIE A T H catch B4,
arrest & 5iA . FHULATCUE H, REEMPIRE T pursue 7 “IBHE” I, HAEESERAF, ZHEIFA
A LA B B R RO AL H, A AR A RS T 5 FE PIC T Hoph R s T =

44. BB
T SRR AN AT T M ELFE T A0 FE T 1A RN S At AR I S I P v ) ) BT A P S R A L (O
A, 2020) [3]. pursue £ COCA TERHE AR R WL# 4:

Table 4. Semantic prosody of “pursue” in the COCA corpus
F 4. “pursue” 7E COCA BREHRAIENE S

Iz XA FE L 1] =&
TSR/ ee career, goal, interest, dream, degree, education, -
“ — T : */\*&
H 5 opportunity, course, passion
(ADV) + pursue + P
(ADJ) +N #HT‘/;;;? W policy, strategy, agenda, action, project, nuclear — ZH3L/JH K
BERMN case L

BHE 4 v 50, 76 “ BAR” i rh R I 2 AR AE LB, BARTERIF 2 5 actively/aggressively 51T,
AL SR AGE R SR A ERPIRZS: AR “AT3h/5m% 7 Wi b ZALBARIG LM, ERRE R, £
B IR 0 2 T VPAN R S SR B, (R ik 67 1T (94T 30/ 5B (101 nuclear), 215 actively/aggressively
FEBC, BESSARIUIAE B X TR e — I, AR 2 R LI B WSS E S, W case is being
pursued/criminal cases take years to pursue/the case was worth pursuing &

ZE LRTIA, pursue —IA A H DL JLRY BB UL, ILEE 5~8:

Table 5. Extended unit of meaning type 1 of “pursue”

5. “pursue” FRFERIY BEN BN 1

5 ) AU EP CR NN SR “Hix” }
4 T S f ) 1ER/E “HIR”
3 HRIE &l Zlyin] 4]
2 I BT 1] T A1 FEIC A
1 =3 T 1]
A 5] 4iF actively/aggressively pursue careers/goals 25
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Table 6. Extended unit of meaning type 2 of “pursue”
F< 6. “pursue” FTERY REN B 2

5 L S (AT AT )
4 7 LA AT/ “f7E)”
3 ESREA Zyis] 44 17]
2 AT LI & T 1]
1 =¥ R
YR pursue policies/strategies %5
Table 7. Extended unit of meaning type 3 of “pursue”
7. “pursue” FRERIY BENX B3
5 B S HELLERE CERMT
4 B A BE “ERM
3 HIk % Zlyis] 4417
2 & REP=NT| & 1]
1 =83 REP=N|
B AYIE pursue cases
Table 8. Extended unit of meaning type 4 of “pursue”
% 8. “pursue” FTEHI BREN BN 4
5 S R AT/ Mo “AT /WS )
4 i Ui E] AT /50 “ATHN/HERE”
3 Kz Bl 3] A a1 20
2 EHC FEHC ] LA FEC 1]
1 =¥ 9 1]
Y 5 HIE actively/aggressively pursue nuclear weapons
5. &hiA

AL LAY & ¥ (Extended Unit of Meaning, EUM)EEi& A HTHESE, B COCA iR} ZE X} 2]
pursue HHAT 7 RGEHIHT, UM HICIA R, SRICHEE . 1R UM DA RAE X, R A DY 2R R B
F R SCERAL, 3l e “IBSREFR” “BATITEN” “BAEZRM” &, LE U R, HE R X
BN “HER/MNH” , Z2H5RIRERF HRIBEE R A RE e e i . £S5 &g pxs th i, &
SCMELSEIE RS HARKOE 1R, X pursue (0B SUIEAT T SHIEE S SfEGuR UL, BT RS SCRAL
(1973 BT B % 188 I 4 e AR X 1 B PR S 48 7R 1] S SE il & A R I o AR . X AMNAE — e FE R EIE
T A A T pursue # AKX IR, W — 20 B IR AR [R] SCIUTE 35 Rk R 1 S B R B 5 0 I YE
T B 3 AT b S B 20 A B AR B s SCSE B . BRI, PR R ORI IR BRI LR A 5
WC B ECARAE 5 U R 5B SR R, 0] SCEAT BN RGN IR, AR AR IR E SR
R 50T ER S . RN, AR — € R 2B R, RIS DL 53 AT LA
PR, AEOCES IR I — Y A 0] . 75 B RE N ERME pursue IR HE R M) SHIESCRE, N
WA AL B AE R R S R A SR R
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