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Abstract

Drawing on traditional nursery rhyme texts from the Kunming region, this study examines their
linguistic features at the phonological, lexical, and syntacticlevels and analyzes their functions from
the perspectives of child language acquisition and sociolinguistics. The findings indicate that Kun-
ming nursery rhymes achieve a distinctive rhythm through varied rhyme schemes, including con-
secutive rhyme, couplet rhyme, and rhyme alternation. Dialectal terms denoting local products,
action verbs, and reduplicated forms enhance the regional flavor, vividness, and child-friendli-
ness of the texts. The interweaving of long and short sentences and of regular and irregular sen-
tence patterns endows these rhymes with both colloquial and musical qualities. Furthermore,
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dialectal vocabulary not only records local life experiences but also participates in the construction
of local identity and cultural memory. On the basis of this linguistic description, the study further
explores the educational functions, folkloric expressive functions, and transmission pathways of
Kunming nursery rhymes.
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