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Abstract

In corpus linguistics research, meaning of words is no longer seen as existing in isolation, but is
constructed in context dynamically through co-selection relationships with surrounding words.
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Based on Sinclair’s Extended Unit of Meaning (EUM) model, this study uses the Corpus of Contem-
porary American English (COCA) as the data source to analyze the semantic features and usage pat-
terns of the verb build, aiming to describe its typical co-selection patterns in authentic corpora and
provide references for English lexical research and related teaching practices. Firstly, the top 20
high-frequency collocates of build will be extracted from COCA. Then with the concordance lines,
the colligation patterns will be found, and semantic preference will also be analyzed. Based on the
above steps, this study will summarize the semantic prosody, thereby describing the extended units
of meaning around build. The results indicate that there are mainly five types of EUM formed around
build, which are build [BUILDING], build [SYSTEM], build [WEAPON], build [RELATIONSHIP] and
build...on/upon [FOUNDATION], and they generally convey a positive attitudinal meaning. This
study provides empirical support for the validity of the EUM theory in lexical research and helps
English learners deepen their understanding of language form and meaning.
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1. 5|8

BEE B RHETE T E IR, T ESOER PRV OB E OIS S R B AR . B RE T AR
30 RS H ARE 5 B R 4R 15 AR SE PR F v 4B ICAT v VRS DA SGE I DIRE, TR =
NS SR U N WA AKHE . 5% e Om B o Bl SR SO 707 A EE, TR EE R 5T B AR T 1B AR
PSR R ILIOC R, IRl R AR ARl £ e B LR A A T H ok

FEGEES, ma A TR HBRCREJI5E, AR R I BON S R MBI A4S M AR AR,
BRI B o TRk 2 R YA ST A B BT B o 3] build & e i s E WL AT A 3R 2 —, BERT DL BAR SR OC
MR FE D, AT 53 ST AR [ A S50, N AELE & 138 o3RI 2 8 5L X
THSURF R AR, MESEIERIH K, REH SO FEECRIEN. 1L S5 1 S RS R RRAE IR T AT AR
HRR. fEIEREES FHESED, Sinclair 32 H AP & = SLHAL (Extended Unit of Meaning, EUM)IE T 4 43 #7
W ILIE R RIEE T RG T

A SR E TS COCA WHRHE, a9 e E R EIE TR T T A iz i build 18 28 106 45 Xk
ITHE, BRI HPTRILRE CSIERRHE, JRiE— P8 th DAy e SR AR 2 B A T, 1R
S Ay AR BRIV O BR AR
2. MCERGRA
2.1. FREN B

1996 4, Sinclair /£ “F#LE L HAL” (The search for units of meaning)— X XIEH T EE L3
fi (extended unit of meaning, &K EUM)FIMES, FEE 7 RESCRABA1], HTHITESHE. %
A B & A% (core) s &L (collocation) JEEEFE(colligation). 1 X {7 (semantic preference) flif X i#(se-
mantic prosody) FLANB5r H . (HE 5L B4 e i SRR R At ize e A R 45 HOWHE 5 # 'S N B (B AR
I, S0 KBRS RO R, — e LSS A AT AR E AN, R RS R g AE
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EAZFE b, 1% Sinclair 1958 X, BAZTEWRROE, ARESEE T4 miia, e e B SR E 5 A
REHE FL AR Ay, AELED FE AR U0 B R A e 5 5] H R SR SRR SR, R I SR E TG E Ak
PR TEFERCHLAL I, Sinclair BHHERCHI N AT IE RSy, (AR B BAZ 518 SGRIN L Ky, TP 2 i SR
PEAFAE B J1EHE 46 R 2308 A AN J UL A7 E A i B AR . o0 F280ed%, % RAUR
FETT AU PR, W TR . 1 SO S GRS, IR BRSO F R N R, TR RE
SRR NI UL DIREUISE B, JLAE . SRR S SRR ARIA IR B EQ020) %Y R
SCRAASERUIEAT PR AR, B DME A T R T R AL BRSO AZ O . R R A, ™
DX 18 SR 518 8, TR G e R A U R e e IR — S R, [FII4E H 251k
FERLERR. BN EHEGRME, BERA TR AT ERIEE2]. BIARE OIS AR Sl |
RN FORH i SCRRABE A 6 DGR E A BE DRI T 0 58 S, T IR nT R E M R IR G

BAATE, “BE7 BRECAAIHIZC, Sinclair (2003, pp. 171-172)% BA%A 7 IR E X, BI “Ei%
ST LB Ry 2 —, H—AEADNAERIAE SR 2 — S B W ST, B
SEAB RSy, SRR SR AN R I s R R A, BT DA S B A SR R B RN D
B 2 48 A% 5 H IR T R 3Ri% 56 &R, Sinclair ¥4I SO “PIANELZE MAE SR HR A EE N ISR (3],
PR R SCRN BB Y ROCERTE, MEREES, WHEBE, S RAHRA L “§ Y (2], W
AW TP R SCRAL ISR D . RIBIR I R B 5 AT Y BT R BB AL A, IR 2 T
A R SR =20 . SCHR[3IIAA “ RICE & — MBS e g i B 5 o 1B vk 2R s M AL, 1
HERR BRI o %8 SUARBLHE 749 s S RCIA 2 [AIEE R R, I IR B R 3| T
55 A Z K R ILFR Y “A I AR R TR 54 TP AR AE — Pl £ B A R 8 ROGRIE a7 XM
15 17) 5 2 R A% 5 TR ) ST 5 S T 1) S AR P FE A, Rt S IR TS SCRFAE IS o A0 A ) T
HECSCRAL RSN o 18 SR TR A% ST 1] BT 36 [FA% 05 1) — FROPE (R 25 BE i ORI IR IE, IR
e A% JE B L BT BT SEPL IS FARAE, A 1 SR SRR SR I S — 2

M AR, @ik BIRFADIR, BhoE R 7T A BT TR R SR SR § R R SR AT
SRR, PRI TR AR, 1R CRIE I DhRE IR R 3EIE G &R, X AL IR R — PRI R BRI 45 R
AT EEAY SRR SCRALI A ), 2 S BRI IR A B A T H AR e A

2.2, WIEIAR

= AR B R E T M E ST, 2R E NN EE R 208, I R T
YT BT T M8 SRR &2 M. Sinclair (1996)i# i %} naked eye, true feelings, brook, place
ST SR RN AT, HEoR TR SRR AE S BRif e S I R ORI L], ARE e AR R g e
B[],

TEVE SCHIBT R 5T, Louw (1993)#2H! “semantic prosody” M2, 48 Hia] 15 1 44 Bo 48 1n) 2 T2 1045 72 1)
SO, 2 LR ARE F D) RE[4]. Hunston (2007)3F—20 5010, 15 SR B B — A BC Wk e, 1 42
BAY e AT LA E IS [5]. Teubert (2005)0/F5 i, FAFCANGR B AR UK OBy, A2 L
MU EEIR (6] B P FE AR e A 3R N A TE SR S8 sk filn, skee
(2012) 5 T 1E Rk 0o B i B FEE 5 F5AE ) [F) SCRIEAT 0 AT, RIS RI ARSI SRR 15 S IA) R X
T AEE R 22 5, Bk TR AE L M aT B AR [ 7]. R QOISEY @ R SR HESE T,
IS THEPAT IR ERE FL R R AR S5 007, R IR R R P A AE 2 2 R SR 48] i 4F
K, VR SCHALAAE T2 N 0 v AR A [E] SO 2 B AT AT, AR R AR S BN R R B 1R G
make SFDIREVEZN ] B Bilhn, #H35(2020) DAY BT AR, S0 DTS LA SCRIEEAT X LU AT, 4R
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HTRE B 58RI R R[] BE 55 DA Q017K ZEE 188 H T deal with AT cope with &5 [/ X iA]
A MT R, s T % E X EERAT N ERR RS [10]. L5256 ZE L F S, fhit—0
G55 AT TR R S5 PATERE, TG S S Lk 2546 f FEAR DT BP0 45 1 SR AR [ 1 1] ZEIRAL S TL)5%
(2012a, 2012b) W A 1E SCE [r] FIE SCEI R AR B R 48 0 T S DUV 5 2 IA) SO R DG 2R, 9 SL Dy RS
SERRAL T SEE ST RR[12] [13]s

BHOL AT O, 4 e S SO AL BB AE M 0l 7 . (A G . 38 LB iR S B AR e S
SCEE . HEA AR Z T T m RS (A make) B F SCRZH, 0B A BRI BE JIEIE XA E N

FRIBNIAIEA L, FEAZE X build IX—38 “@IGHK” i EIOERICERS, @i A MUR1E
B RO, B B I I E S S 301 build 7Y S AT 3R, RS [RE S
B A A AR R S L RE 70, HOE S AR OUR LA AT SOZ T, AR AR e 5
G ELG 2.

DRI, ACHEFeKs DAY F i SRR R O AE S, B B Azl 3R] build AR 79 sinl, A Bk} B T HARNr
HY BB RN, RN SRS R . 18 SV R AN SR, B R MR DL AN 7 TH R AZ O 1)
A, WINEWREHH A, K% Sinclair 7 & SCHRALRRAE BRI 70 i nT R, BRI HAE
$E iR O RO A R B, NMHEH L, iR E T IH 49316 build B OE F AR,
AL LA . SRIBR B A4 LA S E FURRAE , AT N BT E IR 2 he i SEb ik 4 - ZEURERAIE b, A SORE
BE— SRR DAY R R OB IR AR AT, KB R B O NUR A, I B SE R S s 1A ) St
RUE B, DS B 20 3 B AR S 3R 1RV RE A S R AR, AT THE 5 % S 1R 5 sebriz F e /).

3. fiRFG=E
3.1. ARG

1) 3T COCA iERLE, Zhia build 78 #5 A A3z 7 TH A TR LL s 2
2) 5T COCA 1R, 2l build A F FFEEC S RBRIET &, Hoal U S i SR A RS RE 5502
3) KT build —IA[H & B SCERAL T, X E S S E A AR ?

3.2. BERKIRE

AHIF 5T 3 FH B8 R 22 2 95 [ MR IEIE R RHE (COCA), X AR T i R HI PR, SR SR &
AR ZIF(TE 1990 £ 2019 AL 2500 2 Ji A AR R G K), ZIBREW K ZFRBKER,
GG AN WATARE . WA EARSOR, A TR R T, B K, SRl sl
HEY Tz, e A B ARHE TSI B 1A build ST . AN FUAE BZ T RLEE ) G 2 AE 261 & (English-
Corpora: COCA), J#id “collocates” “clusters” “frequency” Z5As &R Ihfe HIME H LR N T4, LAShA
build Jy77 SRR T AU FE L . 2RI L TR SR AIE SR

33. RSB

EEC AR TR R B RIS 2, ASCETEIE W build M0 FERE, DU LA &
BRI AT 52 1 2538 FH A SR AE 2R B BLEE COCA, Ll build AR, ZEM B4R IZIFE COCA 1ERHE S H
B RSB 96,581 K, NRE—H W R Bt BERE COCA ERERMEIEZR build —id, EHF
“collocates” , F-¥ i€ %5 P (span) A—4/+4, FRAEAFEECAR 1) & KA1 H AT 20 NG . HA s 2
ST 27 A A IGUAE) R PR TR B B R K R I S O R BIHE B IR I 45 R, WAL R S BE S —4/+4 B
=545 RBOEE N, BN RGATVIP G K, SIS E N -4/+4 BIEG AL B0, IR
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X 20 AN AUE RO BT IR 5147« RALEDRHE 3 7 SRR I R 51 AT RER 2, iR I ORAN L EA AN
BT IGEANGA . BRI, W R REALR TR CR 5], DU R A AR . RIS FOR 72 R S5 1A
PRERR 5 B BENLER 100 4>, NTHELIFIHGY build — RIBCEAF 5, INMBAGE TR RS s S5 1Y
&, DRI G, S I _EIRITNE I ISR EAMEZ, A FEIRAESE build —1a i F4 FC 1) (9 185 SO
[FRRAE; R, FEISIBREAN A O 1A A R Al 2B 500 30, RAARDE S R ETRIESE R, FIWE
BT R TS SRR I RN E SRR, T A S ARG 18 build — 18 B35 SGH%RE RL

4. ZfA Build B REX B
4.1. ¥EEIRS T

Firth %% “You shall know a word by the company it keeps!” B3] )& XM 58 45 £ R A A4 20
[1]e EWFFEAT RUAME S, nT DN FE A BLIR N T o 1R VRSO Fe R, US43 5
Bl R, Rk, ABFFAE COCA BREEF, UL build A ZRIE, & & (span) N—4/+4, 1ZIRIEEAI
FHHFT 20 AN BB BRI 1.

Table 1. Top 20 high-frequency collocates of build
= 1. Build B 20 (IS SREELA

Fr5 FAHC ] B
1 new 8705
2 house 6870
3 help 4561
4 home 3537
5 wall 2807
6 relationship 2614
7 community 2213
8 plant 2067
9 bridge 1902
10 strong 1702
11 road 1659
12 building 1571
13 model 1555
14 foundation 1438
15 network 1425
16 structure 1418
17 nuclear 1362
18 design 1360
19 facility 1187

20 base 1071

HER R, build 2 54410 AR MBR TR, HAh AR L R 15 A, BRRIRZ
(), BNFHEECA 2 4. A TAVEE RIS B AR WSROI 5 44 1A F5 B0, house, bridge, road, building
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N wall ZEREL T P EE 35 & 14, 1M relationship community 25 AR T %06 & LRI ER: 7281 A T,
Al help Al design (FERLHZ, 5 help ILIL 4561 I, BiH] build IXAMT AW “UME” , SBASEEZIH)
S MERE . RS A HEINIERL L, W new, strong Fl nuclear, 75 ZyFE A, 4 new LA 8705 IKHI
B, & THEEE NS, M2 T build 5 “B0F . EH7 SRR ICHL.

4.2. KEREDHT

I AN B SR PEVE RIS, B R A S S 2 RN Sk, Rk, A0 FOKLE
20 A s S TG ) 2R 51T Y FE & BEA LA 100 47, 33t 2000 47, XFH AT AL/, 151 build 1
FEE AL TERBEER T el b, AR TSNS TV B R = SCRALIN 230 Jt 5 AL AE B iRl
A b, —RARREEATIEESSE . BHAECR A S, A0 10 5 A 5 U V145 & 1 4 1l R 4 ER
iR L G 4438 B[2].

SRR RAT G RIL, FSE build BRSO R A (i 2 ) EEAHF: “Vn”
“V..onuponn.” , H build Z LS I, HRIH 301 F1E SRR VAL 201 o

Table 2. Colligation of build
% 2. Build BEH S

Rk 54T

1) If you build your house on a cliff, I guess you’re not allowed to come home
V. 2) Both countries spent massive amounts of money building nuclear weapons instead
of building more housing and hospitals and schools.

3) They are the foundation on which we build a relationship with the sky and

V...on/upon n. influence our perceptions of it. # Before |

AT C IR A build SEBCEZ I SERE, EARRIIA: house, wall, bridge &4 1A — WAL EIERY, 5
il build MRS EEEM), HE B A W new, strong, nuclear Il HILTESNA 2 5, S5/
T (1) 428 TE 1 /2 o 5 5 2 1) 42 1)) 2, AR SR 2h ] build IO SEIE L 5Y, X S8 259 X S2 15 A1 SURR S 21
HRVER], JEXT AN R R SCRRAL I TE S e S i85 B, Ho nuclear AHEURRIR, 15 SURFIERA 2, 7E1H
X TTHR AT 70 443 5 foundation, base X PN 44 17 2 5 /117 25 & 78 242 1] build SEBRIPIRIE 4
WA 54T 4B, build 55 foundation base FIFERLH IRAREEMNAIH, Wk 2 HIEG) R, B
build J& %A S ARAEM R 1 FETE B ), B AT 58 78 2RI A s U 5 ol 2L 4 0% 3205 - 18] 40 help
F design, FEHILTE build Z /7, HLL “help... build...” “be designed to build...” FFHIEEEH I,
help, design fEH )& T A5 5r, HT 91 2 X3 build, £ EAGERAEIEN, KIEAT5
TR F e S [ 5 AT, 3X 0 RLFEBRAE AL, (HIX B A T0 3 IR 2 FIWTE LI E S
*,

4.3. BN BB

T S T 15 5 RSO R Y — e S R] (B 41 1O SCRFIE R SO ) A TR AR AT R
BRI B o T SR B AN R FR T S SCRSTC 1A (15 SCRFAE, 2 [ By 28 F8 T i) A B A0 H A
FEBCIA] (15 (2] 0 IX LSRR 28 EANAHIE, (HAn RAETE X B FJE — N, E RN [E— i S
), TR TR AN R AL, [FERRAS, SRR T 2 ANE SR, M 2 AN R R L
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AL BT TR build — 1A FIRBE 2K, JFAE & R RO, A2 LS SCREBC IR] 118 SCRR IR T3k
(W4 3), T SRBFEX DI, AHTFUE B S SRS T REROR .

Table 3. Semantic preference of build
% 3. Build X iEE 5

FE ] KB XA
house, home, wall, plant, building, structure, road, bridge, facility BUILDING
model, network SYSTEM
Vn.
nuclear WEAPON
relationship, community RELATION
foundation, base V...on/upon n. FOUNDATION

HI LRI, 5 build 7£ COCA TERFZE B LA AT 708 5 2K —REER SRR BEA R4
1], FoRBIEREANEFEGEM; B RE RS REEVA KR, RRWEMNS RaEbA; 5K
fic 1A B S R E T L PR RS R, F140:  “build a relationship” FREILBER; B YRR S
1T, nuclear 25 bomb FiHENL, Rntxmay, PHLEE DYSETE SO R € SO E S ds, BARR IR
G EEs . FIRJLRREECIR A I HAE “V o7 PEER AR . B RIS LI S B 44 1A O AR, A
PRRIR “AEeeeeee Bl o v = AR Y, IXIEREH T “V..onfupon+n.” HREEF. BT EHETE
BLWFEELIA, build A — L H AL ) S R HEERL, 2% T 5 build 1552 RCE 5681 4 18 7 4,
1 new A strong, B 15 B EE R I AR PUAEATE 2 A E B B0 & 00l AR, 53 U WX 28 2R 1
BRI . 5341, build 5 help F1 design (LI, VARG R RETFEE Z M A1), T2
2 NGAEERG WL T NMEARE BRIt @, I B 55 23 AT ot 8O e & T4E, BrelS build
FERC A 22— Sefif B 14T A Bl .

4.4. BT

i SCHIAE Y R 1A 5 25 SR AE IR T 4L i R A U A BT e 1, RIZE SRS . AFEY
M — e R (2], Bk, FHRIE G SR SR iR G — 0. B AR LRI 2 AT R o
AR ITIESL, PN SO R R F IR IS M E R IR, Ve, NARSH WLk i 2 R
WA LIRS (N NIET) o PIEATE U T IR M 45 K SRR AN U 702K, 258 R 54T,
FFHE518 build 5 HE TR 2 B 526 1A TR SRR “BURE . (RARRE S Ik 4).

Table 4. Semantic prosody of build
7 4. Build IEXEIHEE

FERC A RIE RS L

house, home, wall, plant, building, structure,

road, bridge, facility BUILDING FACT/POSITIVE
model, network Vo SYSTEM FACT/POSITIVE
nuclear WEAPON NEGATIVE
relationship, community RELATION POSITIVE
foundation, base V...on/upon n. FOUNDATION FACT
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FETRAT TR 456 COCA BRI R T 5B, X & 52 & WALk i 15 SCBIEAT B AN 04 72 2
G 2R, house, wall, building SFHAHCLIA 2 8% B T HIA %W 352, Ul still don’t know how
Bebe sleeps at night in a house you and Mom built together. X )15 EEE “PIAAHITE Bebe £ EAEEL
AR DT B, ORERMAE W ESE, HRAEBESEE . BT —iE 7Lk, “adEa@n
Wit BT KR S, W road, facility 55 2 N BGE AN HESIHE K EAYIET F): W1 “o consider,
like land elevations and underground water pipes. New facilities let you build (at the time) an incredibly diverse
city, and it was a thrill.” X A)1E FEFRIA 7 HA A B T2l — M HELLVEE I 2RI, AR T AR
ASEER X 7346, build 5 network, model 55 E£ R RN AR, ERRRGEROEWFLI, £
e B AP PIRRE X, W “build a 5G network” 5 7E “#ELKR” A build 5 relationship,
community SRS, 85 NEZ KX RNIGHEE, REFENRTHR, MELSRBILEZRM, W “so
you can build relationships and gain visibility for yourself, advises Bell, who is also founder;” , 1X%]i%H &7
KAME TR IFIN KRR, #AEIL TSR X

RAAE “WHhlelas” Fnl A AGE S, (HIZRIB IR IR EIL, H2IRE TReifs, A2
DAk R B ipifass, Wik EE N IR IT% RS, RIS, 514 nuclear ENREVR I —Fl, 7EMFIR
e N KRR ERA TR S, WS ERNGESE . ZMIE ST DU, — BRSO, build 5ELE
#e — L IEEE R F, EHA DI, R BRI L N JE “4F 7 K10, (HR HAR A /2 “ IR
R, X build something good FFAAMRASEE, HS4XT build something bad — € FFHIAE. 1AL, B
FERFEEC U0 new, strong 73 lsR i “OQUHPESARETE” . BAFERD help, design ARIL “HMESEIRI” , (A
FESRA AN @, WA SO, AR FETE B B B 1A /T 1) A5 A sy, #RT DS IE 52 5 18] I )
X BME 2, build — 8 TR G 17 UK 2 A% X BRI & = e

5. Build 782 X Xt EE 5347

N Y ST I VT A A R e SR AR ARV S AR T, A S build TR R R B A S
(A= R DO ML (55 10 fR)) T build H3RI 25 3EAT X EL . GRS T build fEEL T 8 MAE, H
X EEMFE N @G BAREY)” . CQIEBURRITREY” LU BB R S5 L% 0 I, R SCHT
FREAZ L1 build FRIRIZE 500, FF FH 5 HAE SCH DG ol il 518 5 247 R U, 40 “[transitive, in-
transitive] to make something, especially the building, by putting parts together” o XFLLE X 43258 F Al
577 A PR AR A B B OCHESE, RO T BAR IS L 0 A B R 254 SOl R RHAE B S I B B . AL
2N, BTy RS SCRAERI Hgh S R Re et Ho g — ok, S E 4R 1A VAR S R b ) S A
o ASCHFFEIAGH I AT R R SRR %, AMUAENE B 5T HUBE SOB o B2, 1 BAETE R ETER
HH SEBR ) S A B S A L . X — X HL s RAE — E R EIIE 1R SR B AR 1 4y A Hh i AT
BRI S A R .

MINCAR 27 RORE, R B A AR H B R . H—, B DS s il a0,
B 2R SebRE HIE L, W build a house, build a network, build a relationship ZF#L &5, A
WS M RENETE 5 OR IR X, MIMD 12 1B WA FN 8, RS 1 RIRE T Re k. H =,
X EESERRHEE R AR R R EE S, 5 o) F AR A R B el 4R s L 2 R A
B, WERURAN A )Z T E F AURFIRIT R ez . XM EAARA R NTT R AR TR A A )
R o &

R AE 20 S b, AT 48 IRV B B AR AT RS, DAY J s SCERA g JAt A DAVE L S 1 %
BRAT N B . S8 build TERNY B CRALCRH BN S, FTREEZORE, 2] Ho
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MR —35] SUEE [ SRR PR IR . 48 A VER S S IR Rk, RERS AR 5 A ELOAGE B T R 2 R
SRS R, WTRAE 0 U (R . A R B TR VR R B HAT 45, A B T R ST
(IS5 UGN BE 7, A8 A5 T S e 25, AN 3ol 31 SR S T SR S 08, DA ST )51 UAE 4R,
R 22 490 W U 36— 45 76 HCFE BL S VR rp P FE R AE o DA R SR SRty el LA R S 11 2 5
B4R, TEATENTSCILEIE S M A7 R S, TR R TRE 2 ST IR S O O
6. 4518

RFFFBEE R T Sinclair 32 H P09 JE S SCAATEAY, (58I COCA R, LLEHiEhiA build N

B, BEATVE R IR A RV A A T TS, AR 55654 7R nRKonidiE %4, 4 [BUILDING]
RIEREA “EWM7 & VR ERRIC S . Build T B E BN RSINE 5 iR:

Table 5. EUM of build
%< 5. Build FTEMT REX BUME

e ¥R SCRAL

1 build [BUILDING] (FACT/POSITIVE)
2 build [SYSTEM] (FACT/POSITIVE)
3 build [WEAPON] (NEGATIVE)

4 build [RELATIONSHIP] (POSITIVE)
5 build... on/upon [FOUNDATION] (FACT)

AWFFERIESE build KB FAMY e SCERAL, ARSI 5 RBE T T, build 5440, B2
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