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Abstract

The Chinese classifier system is notably rich, encompassing a category known as instrumental classi-
fiers, which are derived from notional nouns representing physical tools. Through the influence of
human cognition and long-term linguistic evolution, these instrumental words have gradually ac-
quired grammatical functions. The word “bi” (pen) serves as a quintessential example. As a high-
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frequency lexical item possessing both instrumental attributes and grammatical functionality, “bi”
holds a significant position in Modern Chinese. Taking the original meaning of “bi” as its logical
starting point, this paper employs a diachronic research method to examine its grammaticalization
process. On this basis, and in conjunction with the cognitive linguistic concepts of metaphor and
metonymy, the study further explores the grammaticalization mechanisms by which instrumental
nouns are used as classifiers.
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