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Abstract

The monosyllabic antonymous adjectives strong/weak represent a typical case of asymmetry. As
antonyms, they are opposed and complementary in meaning, showing static symmetry; however,
they exhibit dynamic asymmetry in certain words, sentences and contexts, which is manifested in
three dimensions: morphology, syntax, and semantic-pragmatic context. According to Markedness
Theory, strong is the unmarked term with salient features and higher frequency of use, while weak
is the marked term. Their asymmetry in various aspects arises from cognitive, psychological and
other factors.
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