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Abstract

Museums serve as important carriers of rich historical and cultural information and function as key
platforms for international communication. In order to systematically review the current state of
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research on museum translation in China, this study is based on 297 publications related to museum
English translation indexed in the China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) database from
2014 to 2024. By integrating CiteSpace knowledge mapping and Python-based semantic analysis tools,
a visual analysis is conducted from three dimensions: geographical distribution of museums, classifi-
cation of research objects, and keyword co-occurrence. The findings indicate that: (1) the distribution
of studied museums exhibits characteristics of “dominance by major institutions and concentration
in eastern regions”; (2) research hotspots mainly focus on translation theories, strategies, and textual
structures; and (3) the classification of research objects lacks a unified standard. Overall, current
studies on museum English translation in China still have room for improvement in terms of regional
balance and the definition of research objects.
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Figure 1. Geographical distribution of museums studied
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Figure 2. Museums analyzed in this study
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Figure 3. Theoretical frameworks applied in the study
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Figure 4. Keyword co-occurrence network
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Figure 5. Keyword clustering network
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Figure 6. Keyword Co-occurrence timeline
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Figure 7. Keyword burst
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