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Abstract

This paper takes adjectives in the Taihe Bai language of Dali as its research object and systemati-
cally analyzes their semantic orientation. Starting with the four main syntactic functions of adjec-
tives in sentences—attributive, predicate, adverbial, and complement—the author examines the se-
mantic referents of adjectives under each function in an attempt to summarize the patterns of se-
mantic orientation of adjectives in different syntactic structures. For instance, when functioning as
an attributive, an adjective may semantically orient toward its modified head noun or cross constit-
uents to orient toward the subject; when used as an adverbial, it may semantically orient toward
the action itself or toward the agent. By classifying and describing these phenomena, this paper
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aims to reveal the internal logic of Bai adjectives at the interface of syntax and semantics.
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