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Abstract

This study adopts an action research paradigm to address practical challenges in teaching Chinese to
international students at agricultural vocational colleges, such as the disconnect between curriculum
content and vocational scenarios, diverse student backgrounds, and lack of learning motivation. Tak-
ing the Intermediate Business Chinese course for secondary vocational level international students at
Beijing Vocational College of Agriculture as the specific context, a two-academic-year teaching practice
was implemented. Following the “plan-act-observe-reflect” spiral cycle, two complete rounds of action
iteration were conducted to reconstruct the course into a curriculum module characterized by the “in-
tegration of theory and practice” unique to vocational colleges. Multiple data sources were systemati-
cally collected, including student interest, questioning, assignments, classroom observations, teacher
reflection logs, and interviews. The results indicate that project-based reconstruction grounded in au-
thentic vocational tasks effectively enhances student learning engagement and language application
ability. Dynamic “language scaffolding” and differentiated task design are identified as key strategies
for managing significant individual differences among students. The course also integrates the latest
outcomes of the Beijing “Silk Road Craftsman” Chinese + Vocational Skills Competition, providing con-
tinuous external motivation and assessment benchmarks for teaching. This study ultimately develops
a transferable curriculum implementation plan tailored to the distinctive characteristics of Beijing Vo-
cational College of Agriculture, offering methodological exemplars and localized experience for prac-
tice-oriented classroom research in the field of international Chinese education, particularly within vo-
cational college contexts.
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Table 1. Survey questionnaire for international students’ business Chinese course
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Table 2. Distribution of teaching modules for the intermediate business Chinese course
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Figure 1. Comparison of classroom participation and task completion
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Figure 2. Comparison before and after scaffolding provision
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Table 4. Script comparison before and after scaffolding provision
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