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Abstract

Taking CGTN’s documentary Beautiful China as the research object and drawing on Kress & van
Leeuwen’s theory of visual grammar, this paper focuses on the dimension of representational mean-
ing to explore how meaning is constructed through the coordination of visual and verbal modes.
Employing a case study approach, the research analyzes the construction of representational mean-
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ing in the documentary, systematically examining the operational mechanisms of narrative and
conceptual processes. The findings indicate that Beautiful China achieves an organic integration of
natural landscapes and cultural traditions, constructing a narrative logic of harmony, heritage, and
sustainable development. This study provides a practical reference for the application of multi-
modal discourse analysis in documentary research.

Keywords

Multimodal Discourse Analysis, Visual Grammar, Representational Meaning

Copyright © 2026 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 5|8
1.1. ARER

FEARWIRE HESD N, ERZ RS G H %, Lxh GRmhE) 1F iR el
WESCAR, R “RRESOM - SO - ST S4ERESE, S T AR G0 S MARIME B LR
SRS WL BE AL ) 5 ZE A

FEMERE R, R FEBUHEIARE TR . MOERS MR DD “ ol - TG e R g0 7,
HARE RS i R B IR v 1 A R, T RS ST S 38R . TR AN SRR, BBC
FSAAG ) F-7E % AR AT I R B AR D7 4R 3 S, T CGTN A IGE I 4 SO B85, B2, 1E4
SRFEHENKRYERE, M RAERIRA BT I 2R

Kress & Van Leeuwen (AL SEIE 214 R OUMENT LR 2 BSOS T BIR STRr . H LR SCHEZ I
MHELREMOIREN ARG, mHELE, RNERESHEBSEFKT, FHERELE s
FAL AR S A3 1].

AW T HIE S, REothasth Gt ED) PinkZ R s Eys], §asEmn
e S L 55 S AR A 1 P R SE L S

1.2. MRFTESHRENR

BTN CGTN L CGRMIHH ) JyiEkl, SR 2R 75 D2 MRS MM X% 403 AT 704 o

KA H BPERURE, BEC CGRITHED 837 1)K IS =T S 5, DALSE iR B e
RO HTHES, R “BEAS AR - REFR - KA M=Br 2 Hrigie.

FERLS R SR, AL SRS AT ARG W, FF 0T SO AR B o Wi A 2 2R A i 4 T ) 2
AIREZ . RS M. Sk SEs RN R RIS ERNOME RN . PSR
UL TR TR SRS . FRERME BAN A BRI R R BT S RER DL R O R BT A A .

I HTLSEEEAE LR PR, &SRR BRI IZ I SRS SRR ACR, v Semip 7
E RS I B BB S A% e T SR S

1.3. fizRENX

WU EL J [ o e A & (CCTV) RISEE T 376 A 7 (BBC) 3 — IR G ER il I 2 (e ) 1
NBEFERS B, PRI Wi AR SR IE SR (GRIiH ED sSeBALE S S B OSCEN, JFE Az
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HHALELE CGERPED XA R ZES T IE 7S, AL TEIR R AR 4053 B T A A S 3R A
SE MBS,

B B SO R H 28 8 2, T AT 38 2 B 1E R AL i UL, (kX 20 3 v SOA R U
177 RN AR, A& 20 2 AR5 20 M s ) B LR

AR G E) BT, SRR AL EA E R RS, IR 28Ry 2SR AR Y
AR, NSRBI ASOAR D R S R Sk B S 55

2. kA
2.1. Kress & Van Leeuwen #3218 5 HINE ESR

IR L5y AUt B (narrative representation) FIE & 13 7 (conceptual representation). Kress 1 Van
Leeuwen AR R 2 5 AF £ R E (vecton) X — KRB W o &, K IR XX 73 AR I #E (narrative Rep-
resentation) F1 i 21k #2(conceptual Representation)# K[ 1],

BT FE AT i — 2543 AT Bt # (action process) [ N i 2 (reactional process). 5 1B A1LFH T FE (speech
and mental process). fEATAIIERET, KHKENZSHHZINIEH (actor), KEFE M KZ 5E 72 HR(goal). %
RO AREE HC R EIERES 5%, RIOHERNVEIE KBS, FFERTNEAYIA B BIAKYIA BEin i
Yo B RALL TR A ) R B B AR 2 B e VAR AT S MR B A A 2 2 (A
e AL (sensor) K L, TR T ) P 280U A2 0 751 % (speaken) KRB 1] (L 1),

BUEX
|
[ |
WMELE ARV
1TEhd i REEE EERELEERE P EE Siridig NS0k

Figure 1. Framework of representational meaning in visual grammar
1. METEEBIE EZREEE

22. URBEELERFSESHTPON AR

2003 4, BEEZESTR OEE” BRI NEWN, ZEEETE AT T I OO ET IS A
AR P SHETH T, s e, S B S AR E2MERR2]. WS, FENZEIT
Bz LIV SRR T 40 3 1 B SC AL

A B R ETEE B B AR R AL A FE 2 I DU R R A 1) ZREMEZ RS e S 1 B FH A%
NFER . ZHE T TR A SERHTEAR, RTE RS AR RS &, IS 1B,
WEE . RIEFEZAN BRI 8. =/ TiEEl BBC L% (B ke KRR ot
X5, 454 Halliday 1) RS DIREIETE . Kress & van Leeuwen [R]85 23 DL S 5K A A5 1) 2 45 451515 0 B AlE
B, MR T U E PR R ZAS A TAESE, MWOCHR T BSRZ I N Z RIS Z X 4
SKRIAT RGN, R U E” TR SAE R 2 AR (3]. R EERX TR R ALE & B
BIELE 2SS E T, FAERE 7GR, WA RS. BIERA. B faid T2 %
(4], 2) ZEHFOBR e HIS A S TEER S . T EBER A IMa R (EERZD
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R 2 BSTE D T SREICIZEIS S &, ST LR i SR Prsvbd . SO Rt
HARFHEGE M ST R AR AZ S B SN TFI[5 ] TR WM dar BCERL A VI, ek (B2 1)
AR e 22 4 FE R AMA AU . 2SRRI R ILAIE R ARG 6] .

ANFERIL,  H AT ESRN AL T SO R4k R R s i) 4B 2 00, (EXaEifiE =
RIeTyae 5 — B AR YR FE# B Z IR NSO . A E A AT A B 4 L RUIR S5 T4 € BIBAE
2, MARE R LI T 4

23. XF CGTN £FF (EWFE) #9HEXHR

(ERHEDY 2rhaetiia SRR BN AR . RN 4 588 26 A M 50 R HARLR
PIX, DS AREI S E B RTU S EDMZ RN A EA2BK 100 2 E B, WAGE 10 12, #EzhE
IRRI S A AR ERIETE, ORI EASZ S RS 4 F.

PAX T CGERTH D) R T, BRI T SR 4axt 3 S A . 48R ZHNBIESATIN,
RETFREMERR S ZHEMEIE. Row, EREMNE ISR, $&H 7581 EE « fHH sk
RO, @ RT AR SCAE R, EREA LSS B R S WA (7], U XM sKEM
BT Pastra {95 A H.5)) ¢ M Delabastita [ FFFREEHRARAL, J04r (GENN D) Ui I 2SR R,
PRI s e i 2 (G HE. HERR. SR, VERE AT S M[8].

) AE T, MR R 2 RAETE S AN RIS S ESOR R, WS B 5 18 SCdE ), JUH
I SRS IEAN L . BT CGRITrh ED BILE SGHE T RGN LT M i I SSERE 7L,
FEILA SR B2 .

BT, AHFUHET Kress & van Leeuwen R IEVEHESE, X CGTN 403k fr (EMTHED) H /R 2
TR, BERIHZA TR TP T B IS SR 2 .

3. (xmHE) PHBFRBEEE
3.0. (EWMTPE) PRRERERESH

Frie B (R ED R AAFEREM TR IR EB AR AERGEMA Y. 7
Tl RASENRRES 2, NMae RatEthiE R GEmF ED s MaiEEw g 2 2K
AR R

(RN ) e B AR 2 XS SO R AT 2 B+ VR B 2 R RS, DR A E, BB
JIERL, XATYER, MR LA SRS A SR A S SIANE 2R E . mok, EE
PIRE AR G T AR YRR A E R B S H TR A, M T 2R3 .

% 15 J5U(A Land Formed by the Blowing Dust’ Loess Plateau) 1 71 K%t /K 111 #f(Volcanoes in Wudali-
anchi Scenic Area) 7 AL T H1H E G E XD HERRN K 1L 38 ) 558 R b i A9 00 . R A “ il 23T
HRAE R R SCIH R R RE LS Py sh R EK, SRR oK W R T MR NI B R TR ). FEAKS
MM TP ERZ TS RG, WE T N ESAER AL .

FEFTIR I CERHED FEART, XA SRR o s e S RO, IR s,
S, ANE R R SE 5 AR NS Oy UG R TR R R IX STk, FEERMRR T RR Z o s, s Ae
SAGEI 5] I, IRZIMRIL T NS s AR oA, MR T SO 2 T S I S A

PEIHI(West Lake)s& 1 [ 7 ST AR 6 22 530 RS PR R, ARG S IIER RAE. /NESAIIG
527 IEB (Tree Climbing Lesson) U FEIW, 1 DU )11 R fe: [ 28 CRA7 X rb REA AR 5 A2 0%, SREE R W AN (0 AR A7 30
i, £E 7 CANLER” Y.
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3.2. LBMEXEGESH (EWPE) #R
BREAR RS TS S RS A T L 1.

Table 1. Statistical analysis of representational meaning

F 1. BUBXE2ER

TR MELE NELELGE BSEE ESIRAE BA%
/ISR AN G U 22 TE A

Tree Climbing Lesson 17 100.00% 17 100.00% 17
J)e W Vs =cly

Flaming hﬁﬁitu:iiuﬁjd%(}ﬁpe Valley 0 0.00% 12 75.00% 16
The Sggjrfoﬁffl?eil‘\/laountain 2 11L.11% 18 100.00% 18
The Viliff :; E;zaéo;]?F lowers 0 0.00% 5 31.25% 16
Lake witf:;lazzfg Colours 0 0.00% 16 100.00% 16

. :
VolcanoesEiLI?: \flﬁinkclf ﬁienic Area 0 0.00% 14 100.00% 14

MR : =35

A Land F ormeﬁ iﬂglzcéflho'wfgj]:)?f Loess Plateau 0.00% 15 100.00% 15
vvii%ike 4 26.67% 15 100.00% 15
ISRIRVE ¢ 23 112 127

3.2.1. (EWHE) FHRNELEGE

FEALSETEENEZE h, BELE S RGN RETEE T AR DhREAR X B, 2 BT R A ] R AL T 57 1)
HFME KRR BIE LA REHR S S HI. SEFHIEE R EREINS 5EH AN EFRR.
Hep, S R EEIZ IO —, KRR “aiffE” KRR “Hir” BRE9]
FREA AL FE AR AARR B A HE LA 2.

Table 2. Statistical analysis of narrative processes

2. MELEINER

e IEEE RN REEE FiE0E FELHE

Gkl ME G B s B RAH T
'/Ij‘ff %fii?ﬁ %’eﬂs%zﬁn 16 94.12% 5 29.41% 0 0.00% 17
g AN
Flaming Dﬁﬁiltjiiinfdﬁ(}ﬂpe Valley 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 16
The S;'%;;Jijrfoﬂl?fe%l‘\/laountain 2 11.11% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 18
The Vilifg??:; g:iago;]?ﬂowers 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 13 81.25% 16
Lake withg jiazszg Colours 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 16
. \
VolcanoesiriLz( \K%lld%?giﬁzhuj ?zenic Area 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 14
R R : =
A Land Formefi\ iiﬂglzié?éwfgi])Tstoess Plateau 13.33% 0 0-00% 0 0.00% 15
Weﬁylﬁike 2 13.33% 1 6.67% 1 6.67% 15
T CEL o E 22 1732% 6 4.72% 14 11.02% 127
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URHSEL CGTN L3/ (SRR ) “ /e A QG Un 22 TE ” Free vp R 3 Fk B A N ke AR,
S AL A il W S S SR LT B L.

Figure 2. Mother panda embracing cub

2. RESHIDIBIRBANIE

B2, BESISIEIMEA S, MRS R AR A . LR D, REARID IR O
“Urapdr , HEMBESNTEILSEM LGRS EE, WA TS B A H AR
R—Z25%ME. DMLV GRERE, RS EVARGIT NRERME, Boktdn “
527 WP S SO SE SO R . S ULEIR, BRI G AR PR AL SR, AR A T E SR
Hep itz R,

Figure 3. Climbing process of a mother and cub panda

3. BB TR E

K3 TR T s E AR AR S S R B I R A RS BRI S, RSN 0TsEE, Dk
TIMIBALERS, T — R b N2 B R, RSO SRR, AR 4) E52 H OGS
“IRNET i, HAETT RS REREE R B RN, MO NI R . 1 A R E T T, B
MEIL T AFRIE F 256 A% &K 51708 H AR LR .

FEPESCATE SO b, “ B IRETT RS CHERC “BRE” SR E R TR AR R AR
k375 b B S A 4 1) BB 1R R A — b THE MR E A .

A ES AR T HAm R AL, ST BARERIL, R MR R X
o T ) AR SR 2 U 2

Figure 4. Panda cub climbing independently
[ 4. REIESNE I ZEE
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Kl 4 BRI RER 2 S ZEE 1 55 1Zad R b, BB AR A% 0 AT B, DL R SR A T
T B8 RIBARTESTERAREEK T, X Rk IAO™N B T S EBAT IR B, SEamb 1 RER 1 &
WREZNME, ERME R OB SCRET “ A EERBERIEED” .

I — RYURS ORI VEFE, BN BEA B A AT T Wb 1 2 A DR 7 B ST 7 SRR b A
XEERUEAMUFFIL T BRI AED 5, TAERE R X bAEE 7T, AR S KMz omE.

S R FE(Reaction Process) 2 15 Ff I (Narrative Representation) ' ) —FiiZ Lo #2254, H T4l
WEB TS 5EZRINEIERR. UREAFHNETZ R R ECE B RR, SER 7RSI .
BT RS AR BRI 2 S 5 RS, TR NSRRI 2 5 E A H L EE A H bR, 12K
RiFEFIIR . EUIEFET, Z5FPX 5N “RNE” (reacter)5 “IMA” (phenomenon) [9].

R EIRFATHEN S 5%, @HNARBEA NERAEREY), FARE AUR & ] #rR i L A &
fhae 1 RN BME IR, TR SN —Z 58N mE. B R ERSE, RNV REAML
BT 2 5F A RE, LM T BURE I AL AT A5 0 BURES N AU E 51191

e 20 N Sl

Figure 5. West lake
B 5. 7

FEIX RS, PUMfEN “BLE” TN S E. AN RKAN “ RN, @il
VESE B PO (DN, T AN AR SR AR T R Bl 1 I s 5o “ R o RAREIE 5 kA, H
ML IL S B B 0 WTRAE . P B B AR, PRAFE DO R AL 8L, XA RE
AMAERI B EESASERR R, S B ARAREL 1 SR SR iE I R

NI ER S A, 3R RN AR o 1 T A R BT B o P A AS B AR R A LS
PRSI T 2 AP, W RAREMENS 5%, BT EEMEL N SRR X AiE K
FSTA B BT PRIt T DT, A e S8 SO S SARm) F) S FR AR AL

I WL T B B A B BT AT AL, I AR SO R SOAMIUR B B AR SFRHAE SR B RRERIN ST
st i . EME RSO RIS 2 T — ST T L o 3K — 0 A 9 BEAR ST A8t 7 A B R K
R THBSE,

3.2.2. (EWHE) PHESIEGR

XTI #E , Kress Ml van Leeuwen 4 H X1 73 4 73 25 #2 (classificational process) 737 id #£ (analytical
process)Fl R AL F2(symbolic process). FHH1, IR ApHrid FEHE BT T 255 & LAl oC R AH HLHk
iR, X 5INEEEEH HI 2% R R (relational process) W AL . 43S FEH BRI 2 5% W& # (subor-
dinate) 4% M J& % (superordinate) . 414 M B & %A H I, X2 B4 RN B & RSTAHIE, B AH 4%,
XIFRAE ) R Z AR5 1] .
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Table 3. Statistical analysis of conceptual processes

3. BREESRER

AR HRLR AT LR RIE SUERLE o

PAKIVE S by ! e oy =} HHe OF hE

/IN FE SR B 2 T A

Tree Climbing Lesson 3 17.65% 4 23.53% 16 94.12% 17
i AN

Flaming hﬁflﬂrlgiiinfd%(;ipe Valley 6 37:50% > 31.25% ! 6.25% 16
The S;,%;}[)liir;toijfeﬁidaountain 8 44.44% 7 38.89% 9 50.00% 18
The Viliffj; ifo?ﬂowers 4 25.00% 5 31.25% 4 25.00% 16
Lake with% jflazzﬁjg Colours 6 37.50% 10 62.50% 11 68.75% 16
Volcano;c’;:ﬁir?zwj%l gi’i n)(cllfj Eéenic Area 7 50.00% 8 57.14% 0 0.00% 14

WK : =
ALand F orme{i\iiﬂglf}i?o.wfgj;:sf Loess Plateau 60.00% 10 66.67% 10 66.67% 15
Weﬁ?aake 7 46.67% 5 33.33% 4 26.67% 15
T o E 50 39.37% 54 4252% 55 4331% 127

BREA TS R B A g WK 3,

£ CGRITH D) g lRAe A b, S R 7 SR A AR 1 3 i SRR SRy 3 B SR R R AE
VESH o SRt Rl BB TR Xt 2 53 #EAT I s sUB M 5E S AT 51 M ARTR il 28 G RO A RIAE
o ABOl P b R TN G, MO SRR PR HL e LB g A A PR AL

& -
ofélbﬂ are kilometers.

:f-l‘ﬁgag’ A A

Figure 6. Loess plateau

Ee6 #TXSE

Koo I T MEAUR IR A, DU I T 3 R E )R S, A 6 b, BRI
AL S 2 8, R SRR EE s 1 AL B B T R AR . XA R BT A A AT TR
P CRE”, WA SEEER R, T I B R B S A SOy — AR P S AR

ey i, BEES T R TR, e b R E 2 2k B o E ok, e —
ANEARE BB LRI . WA B A2 KRR MBS R, T2 — S A AE B L i B SR %)
Fo AR FIT A “S bR - 7R - AR ISR &R XA S AR AL T R R R AR
[E B RS — A SRBESER I B . B2, 1B 6 i R, Kb RO — AN ARG ATE X
(RO BRG], R L 2 AR RCPELAE 5 B v SR L Ao S M D — P RRE T 5 K IAEAE, TRAL T RAR
X3 e SR AR D R B AR ST A B

ST IR KK S 5 KRR B K (carrier) FIZR 7 H 73 B 7K & PITAA IR RFAE (possess
iveattributes). f&I 52, 7 Hrid REmTIE 2 B4R 5 8 ISR R[]
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The most beautiftlGilscedT ape flowers are in the
BEEmiA R

Figure 7. Terraced Fields in Wuyuan, Jiangxi
B 7. IAZIREsSH

Figure 8. Horse-head Wall of Huizhou-style Architecture
B 8. #UKZAD KIS

DL AR 0 2 07 YL VU ZERRS B O, ik SoW A 0 B S E0RM VA B, VR BRI R 33 (carrier)
MR EUE A% A5 . BEHIE B RS RIEFIREVELFER SR H AT 2§ SAaAhREn2
AR, X —REAR R T RO SO S BRI 2 [RIANE R, fAAH —FE AL 2 MTE S .

K7, B8, BORES I DSk N4 (possessive attributes) 7F B A E LB, OV AR 5
I HEAR IR . BB ARER M BURES, WIEMEE IR IE N — R RAE, AR Hhisk 5 1%
gtk HEASHKEE 'ﬁiﬁ(ﬂﬁiﬂﬁf-’éﬁ;&*%ﬁﬁﬁ RN ST S, sk 7 BRI
b B G i

FAEIS FE (symbolic process) Fit & N H 2 ME S AR i — AN 12, HAZOThREE “H i S 5 (carrier)
AL R G B LN ER A ST [1],

BT FRFBHES, JEEL CGTN (EmHE) RINLFHH CMRERMMEESER) (Fl L s
AY (P ZEMAR R E IR, SRR EUG AR50 AU QAT £ B RAE I F2 1A [ e 30
XS HE ISR,

0 - "more pa babies are being born.
R i £ AR S R

Figure 9. Interaction between mother and cub panda

E 9. BEIERFES
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Ko m R O TR NN RIS S A . EE R RS R AR A, AR U DL IR R
SHREE, BREFZMFURS R OFDEREIENRRFE . XS 5FEER W - K87 8RR
FACSR AT N, T2 AR WA 0 AR

RRAVE N A R R B0, JLA R A K BRI T b B AR S IR P AR A I8 25 R
BT BRI R S T R R A B SR AE T I RAC IR, R i (IR SETH RO R AE S
. NEXHRRERE, ZEGEE DM REREIS), R AS RGO, &kl s
HER RIEAIESHEE.

Figure 10. Sayram lake
E 10. FEKH

P10 SR T SR A AL A e I3 AR 42 55 o Lot SR I L g S LB 7T 5 SEI GAERG 7R ThRE, KT
K RE G RAMP R RS L R Sl s A e . AEAE SRR R, JE A 9 i 28 A Dy [ 5%
RS X% 0L, B 2B EEAES R G e B R S A S REVE4ER P R SESL B .
SCBUEYEL S, R BRI O S IR D BRI R XK, A Rl it R S5 A (S A
Tk, ERRIDHREEG NS BRESRGMIREIER R XL R L BERT 5 R
A, ARidh 7 RIS SOl % O E10].

Figure 11. West lake and the ancient pagoda by the lake
11. FHSHREIE

BT BLPRI KRN Sl o B U DA e R, A SCRL S BRI R G . DY 2011
PN (MR 45D BISCACFML, PO A SR BE T E “RANE—” MEGESES S RER, K
SOWEHE S E T BTN TR B AR A I A I BRSO AR 5 P 524 5, BERE
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H EE AL U AR SIS, BERE IAUE G B Z RISl K .
BT R SR M R T PR SR I, R DI R R AL ot SR I o S i, IR RN B
LA 38 N STUME - — 7 DL TS5 SO A7 52 3 v [R1R 5 D SRR K SCRE I, — R iR AR SO B
CEMhEDY P AARARE XM FWEA VL, MERRREERT, XL B S I X0 A
FENAEYERE, BEWRI T b A2 R GRS B S RSB BOM Ot fE e, 205 23
HAESER, SOk 5 RAIEMGE— K% R

4. ING

AT FiEE T Kress & van Leeuwen FIRLGIEEEL 8, N EE ST MMAERDT T CGTN 4% (£
A D B SCREMHLE] @ ORISR AR R i, ERIE ZEM, a5 Ed A
SN I AR B RIS E, FERT 70 B AR AT P SEB T AL SRR )

TR 02, AR FARERIRME . BEAGRI T R EDY \AFERBEAT 54, HEABERR,
TR ILARRIEZ Bl — @ H 2. Bk, A0SR N AR B T A IRFEAR WD I, 1 X %
Ll sk i B AL AL S B 1) 3 k1 A

KK TET WL R Tt — B 55—, §RMEAIEHE, X (e E) & R51808 2 45 it
TRGVESHT, DAIRIEAHE AR B EENE; 38, a8 M IEEN = K chRe(BOE . HEE
X MEIEX), WEREREERSITES; £=, SINEMHATE, WZARES, WAL E
15 52 A5 52 2 T8 R DR B o

AW FEIEAUE 7 ARG TS PR S o B IR AR A S B SRR ST & A, 0 ) [ R R 9
FRBLE R . WAMERE R E 2 AR RAES, P TEE I SO ILE IR T R R e .

E&WE

WH: e m A AR 65 3% 5 1008 45 B b [ b ok A6 5O KA B 2R 00 H % B .
WiH %5 : 202508022,

SE 3k

] Kress, G. and Van Leeuwen, T. (1996) Reading Images: The Grammar of Visual Design. Routledge.

2] ZFHRT. 2ERGENLSFFS 2SI SMETTF, 2003(5): 1-8+80.
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