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Abstract

“X dao meibian” is an emerging subjective maximal-degree construction frequently used in modern
Chinese online communication and oral speech. It meets the criteria of construction grammar: for-
mal fixation, non-compositional meaning, and high frequency of use. Based on construction gram-
mar and grammaticalization theory, this paper conducts a syntactic analysis with corpus data. The
study shows that the constant element dao in the construction has grammaticalized into a preposi-
tional complement marker, and mei bian has fossilized as a maximal-degree complement; the two
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function as the syntactic hub of the construction. The category access of the variable X presents a
hierarchical distribution of “core-periphery-special”’, with qualitative adjectives as the core, sup-
plemented by verbs, nouns and network-borne special forms. The construction mainly serves as the
core predicate, attribute and object, but cannot function as the subject, complement or adverbial
due to its cohesive verb-complement structure and subjective maximal-degree semantics. This
study enriches the research system of subjective maximal-degree constructions in modern Chinese
and provides a concrete case for the constructionalization study of emerging network grammatical
phenomena.
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1. 5|8

FEIRBUE R R R T, MEIESS H W IR ARG e T RERGEZEN A, “X 3Rl
L AP AR BACRNE 10 AR A 3 12 L5 TR AR T A A3 “ PR AT 0 s W) s Pk Bk s
RIEPPH S, R TSR RIA I ANERESE, RS B . AP IR X M1 & & HF SR
R AUE, n CEERIRL T “BRIBGL” CIRBRGL T SRR TSRO F A X A RS

H AL B HT IR 5 A MR TR Bt TR D HTHESE, Goldberg $i H A 200 5 o 1 B i 11 72
AEE SRS, R MR N BB BAEE 1], b “X 2I308” s pril e 20t 7 B
. BT A IARDOER MW A Z R T “X BN “X AT S8R, 0 “X 3K
17 IZRHRMLE T E R XK RGEAREDT T B AL, A AELH . A AR R PR S5 Th
RE~ AL TH AR HE N R b BE AR R)VL D RE 20 A1 55 i FBUAT A AR IR AR

FF b, ARSCBL X BRI ORI S, BT RERSR B E 2R DEERE . B @ IR R
BRI W /NS, DX B ONES R, @ NTEE, HEMEERA RS, K5
ARAHTIERL 500 2. ACEEATERERHE SIEELER . A SRR SEE LR, BER
M ERTE, WA BN E - WERAVE R 73 ATy 2T “ X7 (a1 RN | SRR FOTL DO RE DY AN 4E T AT AL
B AR 120 s AR AE S A SO U, 387 X 28 % AR A S A ks o, 9 AR g s U
TEANTEHTHI S o

2. “XEFS” HEREHAE

Goldberg (19954143 5E SCATE R B I EEAT<Fi, Si>,  HHJE R B SR 7 T J6 72 W R
A E AP ET[1]; 2006 EHABIEZW AL, 38 A BRI S AE R oA &, BIEITE X
AHET, mAE ] EIE S ST DB AR R G P (2] MBS 1 LS AR = 4k
KE, “XBIBIL7 B @ s AEbniE, ABURDOE SR K ER R . WEZIE, “X 2
BOL” WA X7 L HEICE)” HARVEREE CBOL” =M, SR 2 B AR AR Hrh AR
“X7 BESEME A B, EEICR 5 Rl TR E R, T Z R EAm AME T K
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yEREE AL, AEEXR R AT E . g, TR R RN AT I R R A ) AR

MR TR, A SORE “X7 “ 217 “ih” =& B RSEM, AR A,
Hp i SO “X FPRESIEBNA DAL, B 0IE SORUTE N EWE ) “ X IR AR EL”
R R SOHFAR B B AN o 3 SCERTIOR, T2 B U 7, AFai st “ B SORT 0
LA A% CAFAE .

MAEFBRZ WA, “X BB 2 TRE . £135 . MEEM%-F G, & T 0 NER
t, GBI, HOPAGIE S XA R, SO RIE B BT (R, Bam “m
PR BRH e EoR

i b, BRI E A 15 AR A, JE R SEPRIE A, “X BBl ” BIRFE e %
FERRE, T BRI E H O BUADGE A AR R 2

3. “XEZiL” HABAERS S

“X BIBA” AR S AR IUAE AR B D RE A 5 AL SQI b, FE B 5 R A
RIS RIRIRES S BEE S M O R 35 T4 AR B SO R s AR “ X7 ARG 30E
T IR E AR . AR R AT <217 L “BEL T RART X7 IAENE S DIRERIT R
PRI

3.1. BIR “F” : MiaMHMEFRRIC

FES R AIEE . BRI KPR A)ESE L, “X BIEh 7 AR 307 B 5E N S X S 1A 2 s
A, EEFMERRICH S Z0EEALEERR, HAE M AR ERME SRS, SIS LU R S B ) VAR A,
ZOINRER BN REAME “¥ih” , RS & LRI R R,

3.1.1. FriRMEFMERRIC B E ik 1E

B SURARFE R AIE “2)” AMEFR IR ORI 2 — . <207 FE30 R S R m il 3
FORBN I Bh A 82 S “ B AR 2SR B () 28 55, ATV I B P “HIAZL s X RN “ia 3]
W FERE” 5 N4 5 1B R AR E S A, 30 hnid s BB 5 o ae A, & e B, 5K
XA “E)” DL Rk KR OROAIE S, R AR BRI, AT IR ORIE Ry, R
ARTERER BT MR A 7 s MBI BN BB SIS ENE S, (EAREE CaxIA) . IR ERTE A A fRAE
WAZ, i “ A ARBIEAR” o A sH i “ )7 S5 AR IS SO A, RIBS T 58 SRS i A S
ANFERIEATAT HAR B AE 8E B DG, SURIRIEVE B IhRE, el b s “X” 5 F g Mg “ Wi,
n “RFBNBEILT A, B AR, AURSS T E MR E RIS .

FREINRE T — M — D ENE T “ 21”7 PpMESRCE . MR B AEThREEE T —, ME—EH
SRR X7 5 ORI, MW CRTE + BRI + BEAME” B e RN R . WS YESRE, % C R
JC s AL 2B 70 AT ] 3 B oy, BEAS BEARST AR IE 1, AN REHE T 22 15 M RO 1A) BB VR R BUE 1
MIEEE PRSI , 1% “ 307 Aheiy s LG, SRR BA BT BN, BEARANE, AR “2”
IR SR RS B, BEASREAE R ARSI, X POk AE VS AN AT 3 BT R R R T i g
RFE.

EFALZFIRAE R “F)” MAMEMC RS AL 7B S . ARAE KA ZE(2010) M BUEAMEAR I IEE L
IYNTREZE, 27 PREVEAEERE N 52 B iR — H A 1] > A ME RIS 7 (3], 7 “X BIBIA 7 M, “F)7
ORI BB AL, AT mB AR . X — 3 FEIE Hopper & Traugott (1993/2003)%2 Hi i « 218 4L~
CRTEWHL” BIALHLEI[4], I REL T B PR AR SO A A PR A T R ] 4 P R B R
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[51[6], 1 “F|” R&FRENETIFINREAERIFEIRC.

3.1.2. “E” MReLRSEThEE

“E AN PEAMERR G, R FEE S TE SRR E s, HA O AE D R ILAE = AN T
—aEnRfEEDIRE, ‘X7 5 WL patEd B R, AREE. Bl N ARy, B iR T
AR, T “ 27 87 L ORI PIEE IR AR 1A w5 L, k&R = it
HEakmEtt, TRAHERERYE, B IR R (R R [+ PN R R Ry, XA
W SOMAIPE R IS, ZUBPEShIA . il R A% DR S = B B IRE iR A =2
AR, R “ B RPNE TR AR KNSR, KOV, TR EY, EERE
FERMKMT TR “X7, ARESAMPRIE . BAL, WAREWAMD, B PEMIE T HAMEARMCTEE)E
P71,
3.1.3. FREIEEH “8” BaiERtE

N B SR B RN, R LS S BRI L R IE A A TR A B0 BEAT AT
ke, BARInEE 1 .
Table 1. A comparison of the syntactic features of “Dao” in different contexts
= 1. FRNERES “B)” BaEFEXEE

IR T 018 X FETIRE Nl
XS SifEshi FiE. B FRMAEETE, S RS BN F] /SR B IR
e A i 1 I ol L1731 o R < 7= AR i i 95 075 P S N E= IO B 3 BN IF B
“XBPEL” A AMERRIE SIOREAME ERRRIE SREEEAME, Tosk KENEAL /T 2L

H 1AL, MR “ 207 25e el RS SCahiE s (R S Al R O FR A e, O T TIRSS T
T FIE TEEA ARG, HAA S A7k T e B sUB AN T, A 3O BTk A% O DR B
3.2. B R - MEBEEMNE

“BLT R X BIBGL” AR S0 AR B, fERTE L e B R ANE, R %R
e PR S AR B A AZ LRSI, A RIS R BP9 A% L

MEEEVERTE,  “Eal” R RARYR S AR E Ry, BEARERE “ B “KiL” &
TSGR By B, MARHHTIR Y R, 1 “X BIER” “X BRIAR T SREMAFFEIEF A
1858, ToidiAt il S A E .

MEREARIIERE,  “WL” LAURMAME R D “217 248, TREHAEAME, I “xkEl” 1k
BRI RN HARR I RE e KN T B A, ANRERI 5 . AW, W “*X BIABEL”
X BRALBIN " BINTERERIE, IRAEE NG VA R S AME (1 SRR

MORFIHLEIE,  “EL” FIE SURIEME S R A . “30” A SO LS, &+ BT B e
Fla; Bl B AR e . ToVe BRI SGE L B, BN B R AR, SEEL
“CEEICIA R TR TE IR AR S, FIULRIB TR RSB BIRE. TrRE. XL LR
SRR R AR ERER T, A NK CHEAER” BEAA R, R R & R
V55 AR EE XA R i o

TR AR AN, “BIL” g “BCHILF” ISR SO ORI S, I8 I R 0L 28 W3 5 SRS
“X7 FTERMEIR. AT NEIREML PR, BAhERMD “B)7 BoE, R Tl X EE L RIA
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3.3. T “X” RiR3OEANE

SR UEREEIE N R IE AN L 20K, 26 B@MAERER ST, “X 218847 fah
ARTR X7 [ SHE N RO - A% - REIRIR B AR, HA O “X7 (eI HI R, 2
SRICEAG[+ATER] [HRT VPO AR SURHIE . XT38, R MR “1R” B S B AT AR
W2, BIAARMMENTE DL LB F T

3.3.1. BN : MREAE

PR 2 “X7 B OHENIEZE, X S5VEFUR A 5 SCRHE R LA SC . RS JE(1995)4 Hi )5
T 1A A« To It " REAE, F2 2SR H G A 2 28] Tk I 22(2000) 42 H MU 5 R iR E S etk &,
i 1 B AN T BUR AR E 9] ARAEER(1956/1982) K T 25 1) 73 P i B 25 i) RS TR 254, b IR
WONTSRIERW, 5 Bh” 1 R B SORY G, TRESTE R W NG SRR, ARG E S SR
X, MELLAEZAE AL 10] [11].

A EBFF LRI G],  “2N&L” SYEFURAE R BRI S0 S RBCE s SR E, 5 RS
AU EA G B EREAR 7. AT DU A DABE AR 30 “X BIBh” e b w5 OB 3R
b2 NN SIS = SN (NI NI - I SN i IS =N /AN S VTIN5 N N SN S NI >N 5 SN 5 N7 NN SN N
MR AR 2 B EC BB R R G EL B K S 4L B B R B Bk, .
AN A= I S (N /AN N1 AN AN N SN 1IN SN | N 1NN N S S AN /N
Foo B R ERE. WTE. W R, 8. S I /. miE. B . AT BUEL
U5, Bak. B E. BT WD, BEEE. BEh. 4. RO, 53R, B B, ZIM. REEL &
B Bz BZD 4a8. WOR. 4id B NEL B SRR, K. ME. EE. BB, R
A B AXTTL. APEAL.

P 3 H 0 1 T T 5 R B A G B T TR0, AR T R 2 R, IR R 7E R R
WRIETNRE, RFEN AL O RE B EIERES I, YEFUERIALE “X7 PIa M s & b 69.3%, 2
Azt AL

.

B OH

(1) s EREIA KGR AHREAT

(2) 48 XFEMF L FI, MO MT REKE %L, EAKRKE,

(3) 4B ZAH RAF 09— RA T ERR N RABRETIRF I LR S FHEBEF STk
RARAT AL 2] % ik

4) E@msbxBIMAFH, £5 %2

(5) A A MR S SFH AE, 43 %L.

(6) —ZRFF0HEL, LB XA, R LR, atfs, L25)%0)L.

(7) ERBAIFERNZDT .

(8) AAL kb %3 LA AR S LRI d)— AN, BRAIDAEZIHGFHF

3.3.2. BGOENIRZE: FNRAKXBNIREIE

] R Bl R A 1 A X7 HIT SR NARI 2K, A AR X r A R ™ B AT O BT IR RS M I R
MAERIESNEAR G . XKL AROHE. TRFNIIENE, HoshiamiEme AR, Hig A&
(AT PP RFAE it i R 1 b SR IA AT N AR ECIR S

IRV RERL, FATRIAE i ae gt A0 “X 2107 , W i %, . 8.
Bov i #h KL BB L ES L 5. TR BOUW. BB %, KIS HBRC.
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RIGIERLI G, i R BA R “X7 WA S 13.7%, R0 S E TN, fAH
fil4n :

9) KAWBoF, XIERBBEDT .

(10) #iF R AR FEIFIH L R ESEF LT AIFIMAF LR AR LA, NASEES RBEEEE,

(1) REAIAR % LA~ K FI|FE6, RAVRAZE G, IBEDEHE, FIEG, RARZELGR, &
2 Fs6a L.

(12) AFFF - F R FAZR, BRI RFARMR ML EES XD

(13) E—E AMER I LR B LD,

(14) A2 LRBYM B LA LM% 5.

(15) &AM H XA T o

3.3.3. BRENIRSE: ZiARAIEEE

v S A R A X7 A BRIENIR S, X AR S AN B R BERRAE, 55 8 R Bl R A 07
MrPEJE e, T E RO A 3 R S RERE N S 417 22 S B S R VA 1 44 1], Bl

RIEIAE B HE R, IRATH R ILBES HE AR I “X B0 WA RA: Mo, B 5. K, sak. 8
Jee i -

TE “X” A 280 i Hb 4 1) J 44 R s 5 FAY 3.9%, S I

(16) 2 FHLXHATRETALFRFER, HAEREA T HFERZHEN LTS, 23EAT.
(A7) +=AERKEZZAT.
(18) BT XM 89 BT &2 3R 3] Lo

3.3.4. FHREAER

B BRI,  “X7 BAEERRAENTE R, QRS 580 7R B, BE. 75
S, X A WA T A PO AR, S B T iZr) U R M S A

R ERIER, ROV HEAN “X B0 7 MFFREZRA: JE. M5, B, 2. 8.
daddy. down. e. low. ooc. h(high). mean. flop. op. cs. ex. 2. 0. SFIEHEL.,

FEPREANTEAE “X7 B3 S e 5 B 13.1%, SRR P 4] -

(19) REZ2BHT, —BRASRRIFTHIAE T, ALABLETHG REKRN, REEZLT.

20) F—KRAXRZ pv KBS T XAR ooc 5%k,

(21) A A ¥4 down 5] A RAMA L,

(22)e 2| xR DB INE 2T FE L AEGLIE LA ZANEIERE ZARE A THA, EERE T ktbak L3
fekk7T, FRAARTEREAFLA L, IHBKEITFTRIRKFITA G HEE,

B9 “Uk” & “I&” MIiEE: B1(0)FH “ooc” FEHIZ “out of character” KIS, il
“HEOSITHEEARE. NEHIR” ; QDI “down” EDIGETRIGZ WU, IREME: HlQ2)H K
“e” YEH T MBTI A1) “E” (Extroversion)2& A, $MASIER 4] JFEH, 7fEAEASHRITEER .

3.3.5. “X” imKapgeit
Xt I RHE P OB R T GO GEE AR, “X7 BRI S b B BRI 2 FTOR .
22T, “X7 (RIS B LA R 2537 9 e % 0, IO 23R 28 SHFIR I SO AN, 3% — 0 A1 B
2R 3R S AR S SR, AREIL T 4T ) A R A O R A TR, B — 2 I P i S
R
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Table 2. Statistics on the word class of the variable “X” in the construction “X dao mei bian”

F2. “XEL” MpEm X7 BARMAmRET

)k o i B
TE 25 1A] 106 69.3%
1] 21 13.7%
EzaT| 6 3.9%
LS Y/RTES 20 13.1%
Rt 153 100%

4. “XE)RD” HEEAEINGE

FET X CCL. BCC 1ERHE M B @M AR A BOE R E S, “X Bl ” #7322
REMIRA . AR RORS R, AVEDRE R 70 A A% Ja AR b 32 8] RS & VIR A5 IO A 57 5 2 AR A
PO BT SUAZ 0 o DUF RV AENE I 722 5 R AR AL S V8 HIHERE . A ) S TE S5 02 A 5 2 J DR 3R HER)
00 28 0 % ) 3[R RE SR X — T AR AR [ 12] 0 TEVEAL AR DB AL L 3T RRATL A 15 T e ] A F e 12 £t
THEIEMDHM, WA ORI A B RE 131, HEA 21 HZZRKR, TEELHTFUA W
HaA . SRR SR F 7 0, NBURSGE B X S /- 20t 1B EIe T8 [14]. A 2
FREDNREN TS IR O B SR, FNEIE. MG SOIRTEA B A7 W K Zhse R A -

4.1. FEFEIHEE

4.1.1. BHIBIFEZD

FRYEEZORL “X BBL” WA R Ak ThEE, DA SRR AT A R (BRI B
P, HAAL B RS, ISR B N NA) B E . AESRThEE T, MR P B . CET .
R SR WANE, EEAESE T, SLFERBRAHAEIEIES, SR -

(23) R EERMN, HHELT.
(24) AAHEARAFH TWE XA T
(25) LR ERIELFT RAIAME R
(26) EAEARIEA G RARTTILE] KA,

4.1.2. TYHEIB
R AT PRI “R)” 7, MR OEE, RYEE, SEDEEHITRERE. IR, K3
AP T 325 1 B R IR o Y JE v o SR ek i, SR

(27) kAn3E)E, ARAPW R LA GRS L — B K
(28) BAEFT AT, Jh B RAE EH.

(29) A EZAHNI/HES T

(30) JRARZ FHIRAT, BAE, BB FLNG—KH.

4.1.3. THRIE
A AT FE RGN SR U “ s o IR« F U Eh iR B W EhiE S 78 M EAE, Rk R EE R
ECHIWT N ZE,  REREIZA E RIBE RIS S R B R A, AR

(31) RE-FIRARITRERX G EY L LA HIRE, TR E TGRS, TR ERA IR B L,
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S RARAAR 69 42
(32) T 98 i K 25 L AF T LA R

4.2. FSEThEERRS

4.2.1. FAFEYEE

R R AE O RN X R (B BEAT AR, A B TR N — AN R IR B O R ik
IRt %R, BIIEABEHIIE FEME . s ENGERA R, TSRS, sAlssiR
FA 4

(33) *W 5] &AL KA.
WI@B3)iEEAE, T AR R FPIRES LEIRA RS .

4.2.2. RAIFEHIME
IR A BN AL O EAME, HEBAR A ChOIEX) + BEAMEEIBR)” S 4
¥y, RIEASBE AR R HABIE A (O RME, 750023 Ak i B BE CE S, SRR

(34) * b %43 9 5] % o
(35) *4lu /s A5 AR 1T ILE] &

BIG4)TEEANE, “5K7 WG RNRIEM IR, TEE “BRBEL 7 BTERPEG B1(35)15 LEL,
NI BIAME TG T AR AR A ST VR

4.2.3. BETARISRIE
RN R S U ) N (B PS NN TR P2 VA Bave o e <iap oy - G - et = N0 SRR AR 1 P S (B EPS
JETE, JoEIERRIEThaE, SRRV IR G A

(36) *He 3 2] Z A H Ko
(37) *fe )b 2] x A ¥k LS

BIGE)EEAE, “THFIBEN” Bt NIRRT, ToIEEM “527 (shfEm = B1(37)i8 4
WS, OB R NSNS, 5 CE LA MEMEL R, TIEIRRIE BN,
5. 8578

-

“X BIAL 7 RBARDOE M A TES T XGRS R A, SRR AR, SR At S
e e, 75 &R ATEER L HAERRE . AT AT IEE IR AR & R B e e, 45
5 CCL. BCC K H Bk EE S, 50U mahie:

H—r WARHIERE,  “X B3l fBhAent “X” HHI 37 “El” BEAmR, An]
Peor B SR SRR T R TEO L, TR CEINHE S B s AT TR
5, AR B R R S 45

F WAERR IR, W “R)” C5ERR Sk XEhia —H il 1A~ AMESR L BIERACEERE, BN
SAPERNERR L, RO VAR AL H < Bl RO R R ANE, AR R X
fRtkEE, “HEMORS, 4ERMARIEASE e,

B=, WERTHEARE, “X7 WRMEAZI “Bl - W% - B MRS AT, B AtEiER
i, JAZNENE K ENERETE, A REN NI LA AR, RGOS WSS, S0, &SR
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A BTN R 5 B [+ AT BER] [+] PPN TR SCRFAE, 31X — 7301 B 32 ) T X i X2
A, WARTL T R 2 A AR U N BT T 5 RIS

0, WRRETHEERE, MK EEARRIIRON e HiIF RO EIR 5, = SRIaN LS E
ARV T TT, 2 A8 SRR JZ T B BRI s[RI SRl Pk R 45 4 A% o 15 i 25 PRAN I SR
2y, GHMATIERATE . AMESIRTE, AVEThRE A A S ] AT R 1 5 PR A 4

F A TEVE SRR 25 SR, AR AT AN e A 73 3E 3 (0 B AR 5 SN AAN g ¥ 2AS B 1)1 S
PE[15]. “X BIBGL” MRS IR DOE R R A RIS R R, BEEARDOE R AR, AR IEN
SRR PTG E B ASCE R Tz AR S T U], E 5 7 BURDGE AR E A U
WA R, NMZFXIREIR T SR T 2. RRAEGIFIE S 2 5B F%, # - PEEE
P SCRIA B AL] . 15 DI RE MAt 2257, JFRFEOQEHRRBIE SR %, NI
BN R W FANIE T 2 SRR -

SE
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