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Abstract

Chinese and Korean belong to different language typologies—isolating and agglutinative languages,
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respectively, and thus exhibit significant structural differences. Nevertheless, both languages pos-
sess systematic means of expressing negation. As an important grammatical category, negation plays
a crucial role in both syntactic structure and semantic expression. The Chinese negators bu (") and
mei (%), as well as the Korean negators an () and mot (3£), represent the most typical forms of
negation in the two languages. From the perspective of contrastive linguistics, this study takes these
negators as its primary objects of analysis and conducts a multidimensional comparative investiga-
tion across three aspects: aspectual features, syntactic structures, and pragmatic functions. The study
aims to identify both similarities and differences in the negation systems of Chinese and Korean. By
doing so, it seeks to deepen the understanding of negation in both languages and to provide theo-
retical support and practical implications for second language acquisition and related pedagogical
practices.
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