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Abstract

“Zhen-X” is an emerging subjective incremental construction in Chinese internet language. Based
on how “Zhen-” operates on X, it falls into two types. The first intensifies categorization to approxi-
mate “Xin the true sense” without altering conventional semantics. The second resets construal paths,
activating latent meanings for greater salience. The former manifests as prototype approximation,
reinforcing epistemic stance; the latter foregrounds novel construals, achieving counter-expecta-
tional effects. Thus, “Zhen-” functions not as an ordinary modifier but as a constructional marker driv-
ing subjective increment and organizing discursive stance in online communication.
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