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Abstract

As an important destination for the “Jiangxi Filling Hubei and Hunan” migration and a convergence
zone of Jingchu culture, the rural place names in the eastern Hubei region are not only geographical
markers but also cultural symbols that carry regional history, ecological wisdom and collective
memory. This paper conducts a cognitive semantic interpretation of rural place names in eastern
Hubei from the perspectives of metaphor, image schema, categorization in cognitive linguistics and
the sense of place theory in human geography. The research finds that the place names in eastern
Hubei solidify nostalgia and concrete images through conceptual metaphor, provide spatial clues
for nostalgia memory through image schema, and shape the order of nostalgia and local perception
through classification and categorization. These cognitive mechanisms of rural place names enable
the transformation of abstract geographical space into a “place” that can be understood, experi-
enced and recalled. The article suggests that under the background of urbanization, the adjustment
oflocal place names may pose arisk of breaking the nostalgia memory; thus, we should protect rural
place names.
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