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Abstract

As the treasure of our traditional culture, Chinese characters have been deeply influencing our life
with their rich connotation and unique charm. With the rapid development of the network era, the
emergence of network language has made the use of Chinese characters more flexible and diversi-
fied, so that we can’t ignore its influence. In addition, the popularization of network language also
promotes the fusion among Chinese characters, so that some originally fading Chinese characters
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can be combined into new vocabularies, further enriching the connotation and expression of Chi-
nese characters. This paper takes the Chinese letter words in which the phenomenon of lexical ac-
tivation occurs in the network era as the research object, mainly focusing on nouns, verbs and ad-
jectives, and takes the key words of network language on different types of websites such as news
websites, forums and social software in recent years as the corpus, classifies lexical activation start-
ing from different lexical categories, and specifically depicts the grammatical functions and seman-
tic changes of the co-temporal plane of each type of Chinese activated words. Then, we summarize
its development trajectory, and finally explore the reasons for Chinese lexical activation in the net-
work era from the aspects of labor-saving and analogy.
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Table 1. The definition of “water” in the modern Chinese dictionary
F 1 (FARDGERLE) 3 “K” BIFEX[19]
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Table 2. The definition of “Lei” in the modern Chinese dictionary
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