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Abstract

This paper, grounded in cognitive linguistics as its theoretical framework, systematically
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investigates the semantic categorization process of the Chinese classifier “ji” (££). The core argu-
ment of the study is that the meaning of “ji” originates from its original verbal sense “a flock of birds
perching on branches”—this concrete scenario constitutes its prototypical meaning, embodying

» o«

three central features: “multiple components”, “unity” and “spatial container quality”. The paper
elaborates in detail how, with this prototype as the center, “ji” radially extends along three main
semantic paths through two core cognitive mechanisms: metaphor and metonymy: 1) Through the
metaphor “TIME AS SPACE”, it expands from physical space containers (such as books) to temporal
containers, used to quantify bounded time units like TV series and programs. 2) Through the dual
metaphors of “INFORMATION AS OBJECT” and “MIND AS CONTAINER”, it extends from physical en-
tities to abstract information/data collections, such as “dataset” and “character set”. 3) Through the
metonymy of “FORM STANDS FOR FUNCTION”, it further extends into commercial and cultural do-
mains, referring to packaged units with integrated and curated added value, such as “promotion

“uz=n

bundle” and “skill collection”. The study concludes that the semantic evolution process of “ji” clearly
reflects the universal cognitive pattern through which humans construct and understand abstract
concepts (time, information) from concrete experiences (physical space, entities).
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Figure 1. The image schema of the verb “ji”
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Figure 2. The semantic extension path of the Chinese classifier “ji”
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