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Abstract

“A Little X on the Body” emerges as a novel evaluative construction, where its holistic meaning grad-
ually crystallizes under the dual influence of linguistic and sociocultural factors. This construction
conveys a positive assessment or description of a specific trait or attribute inherent in a person or
thing, emphasizing its partial presence within the subject. It typically adopts a relaxed, tactful, or
slightly teasing tone. The core element of this construction, “X”, must be an evaluative noun, adjec-
tive, verb phrase, or fixed collocation.
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