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Abstract

This review presents a systematic academic review of Letts’s An Introduction to Child Language.
Centering on Child Language Acquisition (CLA), the book partially transcends the traditional “Eng-
lish-centric” perspective by incorporating cross-linguistic evidence and multilingual viewpoints,
thereby offering new approaches to understanding the acquisition mechanisms of children from
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different linguistic backgrounds as well as bilingual beginners. The review outlines the logical frame-
work of the book, covering core topics from the historical development of the field, modularized ter-
minology, the process of children’s language construction, to the socialization of language develop-
ment. With regard to the mechanisms of child language acquisition, the book makes efforts to move
beyond the traditional dichotomy between “nature” and “nurture” and instead emphasizes children’s
active adaptive capacities in phonological narrowing, lexical combination, and syntactic develop-
ment. At the level of language socialization, the book provides an in-depth discussion of the support-
ing roles of Theory of Mind (ToM) and Executive Function (EF) in pragmatic competence, while also
offering an objective analysis of the complex relationship between Developmental Language Disor-
der (DLD) and Socioeconomic Status (SES). Although the book still exhibits certain limitations in its
discussion of the dynamic interaction among different linguistic levels and in its corpus support for
non-Western languages, such as Chinese and other isolating languages, its innovative integrative
perspective and concern for clinical ethics provide significant academic value for interdisciplinary
research.
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1. 518

BEE 2B 5 AR AR AW K R, )LEE S 2179 (Child Language Acquisition, CLA) 7 1E & 30
Ji R B R T PR, JE RRHE F 2R S B SO IR TE R R . TR AR SR, Letts
1 OLEIES SR AMUNESF S LY LS BRIV SR T mE S g s, ol
FHIRGUIR A IR IR R IR 1 2 4E L ) BB 4

OLEEF IR S P FES A=K B (G 1~2 F)E Xt LEIE S IR0 7k g
J3 S A ] IR JF 5T ANAH R ARTE « 88 —HB 70 (56 3~6 7) EERDT LEHIE 5 B iR, W& IR,
St —EREENNGMER, 6 HIFEMIAE. A7, JEAPRMmITAEL. DhagE e M a)
(5 S A B 35 =800 (5 7~8 &)IRIT) LB AL B B b B AR BE 1l LART e, JF4RHLEE S )
B2 Z TR RN . ZEE RSB 715 S I3 908 A %8 H G0 78 2R S 50 78 20 R R
EEHERI R, 86 F1EAESIRTIMIERAA, S0 TAT R E X EBGEE O B ) %4
B G, AP OTTER . —7E T IR A . B T MG LI A S R B i 21 f5 K
oA AN e B R i 5k, 22T A RS RR U A K A DO “HEe REIER” §+it. AN, A$
AMUVER T JLE B IR A A R R A, 10K O3 IR 5 AT D BE S AL 5 ) L3 )18
MR BEREGRE, FEMUIANRS TR IS 5 BG5S 2T AL NHE 5 R R IR 5200 o

ASCBAEX Z AR 5 ORI AR . EH CHEES WM. #Br)LEEIERL
1l B AB 5 SR B AL TPAl 1 RV B, AR SCHORE BTt FL VR B [0 LU K B 518 5 2 ah & B ah it iR g1k,
DA PLE Sk 2 TR ARG & EANE S HTARE LA R HEAT B HINT o i iX — RGVEVPT, EERE
AR ESTE T ) LEIE 5 SIS0 70 S @B 5 T ) L T ) AR
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2. REENT

COLEES W) WIS H, EEWHM 7 2B CLA R T O, SES %, LESLULF IR
AR R A R AR . [, MR R A B AN SEE AR LEE S KR, B
SINTE LG S U, AR EERE JLE I BHE > 15 K& i8I .

FE—WaGE 1~2 BE)WE T ILEIES AR IR IR SR 451 . 55— 51 Je I A B Rt
T )LEE T SISO R k4 . ERFRSLE B, A 20 g Leopold X} 2 ) LI f& I/~ 5T
(diary studies) JF4f, Z B BEE 20 4 70 4EG ZHARIE 5 24 O P25 [ SEEGHT 7T, FERBAR KM
BOE R R IR . RS b, FERMEAT A E X A BB LSO S 2 B B 5545 g3 (1) [
W, (B G 7HANENEE B S IR IMSLT) IR A, L T ER AR SIG RSB G . 5
TR MIER AR, ARBEN T R WS ERE L, BERNES RAYF NG S (phonology) . 1]
L (lexicon). )ik (syntax)~ & X (semantics)+ 177 (Morphology)- 1% (Discourse). & (pragmatics) PA & “ 4t
2B kR (sociolinguistics choices)&5 2 MNERE, FHE— U B LEAE1E 5 R SR i FE A 75 2 4R I il
KA,

AR (R 3~6 m)RGMR 1)LEAR T ERWICY K S GNEIRERE, Wn T1IESREMN
THH ) R FE IR 5 3~4 mARGMME T ARG B B et i X I RES T
5 LI Je R BN i [, I SR LB IR S AT S BRSSO R A
Letts #81, &S ARG T HA, MRERBAMLRKIE, HILCRIFEAMEEER R & B4 L N ERHE
(LA ) ) Je R At FE B I8 Re 7, A HIG K REE 7 A6, ok, AR E SHr 7 )LEE SRS
TR BT 5 7 3OO T B U PR I I, IX AN R R AR E A R, SR TE F RN L RE T B A i AR
M R TRAN TGO R E X, BIEEM AR S 7L M ER, I 17 )LE B SR 0B
RN B SHE[1] . 26 5~6 TR 7RI AL A SIS R . BEELEAHARE TR 5
Rk, HABS RGN T “WICRER” BrE. Flan, L@ “ TR + HEmL” (fEEIRAT
(3 FE IR0 H H 4 ) A B SR, BRI BRI 21 A 3502 T 5. 1E# KGR T )L a0 M
D7 BAAR] 2 By 0 4 et B A S PR ST o 7E BB SCP¥ U7 T, AF 3% 5 204 1 Braine [ #0517 (pivot
grammar), LA Tomasello 35 % ) “J: T AP~ (usage-based theory)F1 “Zhia] B {B it ” (verb islands
hypothesis). {44 1 HH I 2 i 55 T AR RIA I B R4 . BEE AFNRE /38K 52 braR R4 Tt, L
TG B4R JE A m GO & 28 Dy Rl RERE AL Fl o By BEIR A5, IR 2 SIS shiE & N 756
ARG .

=R (R 7~8 F)RH AT E O NTE T G 1) SIS AR AL A N S A A B . B
FEREDER, JLEAE LD AT DA EEZOEEHR R, FrEE RSB HR, #EANES S
B, Ko i E R A e AL N R I 280 b, IRANERST 7O B (Theory of Mind, ToM) 5 #U47 Uikg
(Executive Function, EF)ZEiE 5 N H H Z O . 55 )\ & I ZREE T R BUA & U ) . VEE M A KK
J& 15 = 6 (Developmental Language Disorder, DLD) A& &5 i ok R RSN E T EBARE, B
TEG FEHE R 7R B RS, XA O AR A A B R A 2 BUA T 51T BB ME AT S
A E AT AV PRA

3. HET4
3.1 MAtIFEEmta
PSR, JLEIE S SIETI A NNE S 2RI H 25 K. AT E A ZIERE], 4R JLEE
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BRI “SEEPOET MR, BRI EERERSEME. XA E O 25T AN
HARDUR ) LEAETT & 58 @1 IF A7 s ESE 2 XUEIA T N I 500, 3268 T A B AR IS SR .
[, AA55RIR 7 # SO R R B, 48 IR FULE I () 48 R A AR S S R R FE ) L S A7 A
FEE R VRN, AL R b T A F AL S A PR AL SO ST LB ORI ZE R ALY ok
K2 (deficit). o, VEFIRBIAR AL RSR T AR R & R SRV R Tzeltal SJG R
FEAE X o, AR T [ F RN, JLE AR “ 55T a0 307 UM U4 R (1], XA SO sk
B BklR 7 HET CLA GURA2AT 3 GRS . OB S 006 T I DB 1L ST,

AR 2 T SIS RGOV IR IZ AR . WA MRS, HRMRBE T RER
GipL HIZ G 237 e JERE S IR S IR BT, 1R R 5 R R R et T
P ER R U A ARVGE, BB 1B SR F RGN XA B AR R T %=
MR RS RN L, & 7SR hiES . Wi, AR SIE MM ERAREhE R R £
IWIR H, AME SIS KA AR ARIR T “ Halh 5 5 A5 5 E B eIt B AR, PEARGEE PR, PhRIfEsEr
FrAEREIAS T [2]. AT, OLEIE S SR) AR T HEARKRREN, S Tyaams, Ha
P SRR RS A B T HRIEFE R LS, T T R — @M SRR A B, RO T 2T
fir, 51 LG AT SCIREAT IR R IR A ARIR R

3.2. MRMEHFTIER R

VLRI 0 1 5 2 ST R 1) L PR R 3E IE (3 #2540 Rowe (2012)iA A a1 i = 1) EL 5
ACTA AL RHNATC A KRG 8h)i R R M YUE R R [3]s 11 LE A AR 3 8 & el [4]. 12
Letts #2H, JLEAEFZNUR%E [ F 8 MIERCIAEE, 7EH I # s AN R 40 IR A5 GG R (1 S ik
Tk BiA LA X AREE EZRRREES, HMERHERANRER, 11 5 EAX /8 2%
R AT, U RIE S AL AR R R . RIS M BN B, LS B R S R A
REESEE, XM E2NERCRE 178 /AR T HAEE 5 5 ) I E A .

TEFE HLE B AR LAAh, R BB SRR AT 9N T K EAEAE G 7 310 S Ak I XGE L
B ERFIANEICIA, OOE ) L R I R I R A A FE AN, T AN [F) SR RN B R
PR R B R (ER0E ) LEMIRC IR b, AR A DB R AR, AR XOE JLEIE F K
JEIK G 2518 Letts i R MUERIE S AL &RV B0 M B EAT 455 VP, B EEIME . ARES
(RRFE AR AR 2 5o ) L35 X 5 2408 5 G I ST A5 . BN, 2 TR U m B B, S48 L 20 R o
) AN T e ] DI TR E e T KRB L B RS S B IESMLE. ErREm, wmidafrdks
CIPFNE S ) LEAE AR R S S ARANER BRI, A Myers-Scotton $i& H 1 « F2 441 T HEZLHE
A1” (Main Language Frame model, MLF), Letts 3& )47 1 XUE ) L3 15D F 8 o il a1 .

MFEFSHERE, Letts TRAIR TS LS 5O ENGE S (OB RIBAT ThEE) AR & ¢
FRo Letts 41EX 7 72 LR WM N BR R RS 4 2 54 MUK 58 R A OB NS, IRl IX — i 515
M REMEEEE. EABPATIIR L, Letts ¥ HAMNER T TECIZE BTSRRI
RN EAT WM SCRF R B S A« BN, & BTHCEE TR OB CARICIZ RS Y, TOSUE T RS 4 U 75 AT
THREATIEPRIERE . BEAIAT T REAETE FH =0 50N “BRBRE” T T k30 A it 72 . 5% I 55 A (2022)
R FEE— RS, B S RBESPAT IR AR R &R, HiX—BIRLEtE 22U AL (Social Economic
Status, SES)# = 1 5 BE H 3N L 3E (5], X — RILEHIE T Letts (18 W, BP 42445 0T feidid s ok 3
RURRHINA - 1S AR E s, ) LEE S R AT 5 .
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3.3. IMMEGERE NIRRT IFEH

TESE\EE, Letts BI56t 47018 & I 7010 R PRSI PR 2 W1 00 f DL H 7 IR Z0 DL O Jadi
A K 2 Bk F #45k H WEIRD (Western, Educated, Industrialized, Rich, Democratic, P55 % RIF#HH
Tkl &4, RE)VS, IFEEMTEAEE TN S51E SR IAT “FE O o Letts ¥ DLD 5&
SUNREWZ) T%~8% )L A A R BRI, TRIELAUE DLD S5i% 5 2 5 (WS R R J 507 & A2 1K) &
WL DX o HF K o FEARS AL S BRI (SES) TS EHLHIT, Letts 51 FHILBIFUARH, REBFEE .. KEWKT.
B Je e A 2 A A REE Jy S R B L [Fl s ) L 28 S B R i . SRR I,  TERESR 280 FIREK
B DA R T 95 38 A 1 ) LB AR b 1 5 AR % LU A9 A S0 B8 1 o Letts SR 2680 134 22 SR s Mk s 7,
F kBT H bR R AR A T TR D, T ARR ST R ERA ST . MidE t, JEId 5 DLD fUxTLL, FRATEERE
AN BT 2 “ SRR o IR B AN R 6 38 (2020) 388 1o =% 22 17 70 15 T DR Xk 0 2 1% L3, FsE 1
OVFRFR S AT T AE BRI IEAZ ) R BRI [6]. X — R BLEIE T Letts FIERIR ETK, FF A EBEM
GRS S, RIALZ™ 14 X 4316 & Bt (R IR T 515 5 2 (W8 E SHascd), HRE_H, 2538
FELCTEAA PO B U, T 53— SR RS R —— X PRI PR R ) LB AR 4 G I TS R

4. TSRS

gibprid, JLEESFR) EdBESUMASmARMANG S, NLEES G RRE 7T &
BB RBEHESE . Z P CUEMTHI AR R 7 M AAB M4 B 2R )07 R e BB Rk 5%, B 9l A0
HR 5HAT I RESE A 2, JEOR T IE BRI R RIIRENLE] . R BRI XGE 2115 5 22 5 A
PIsem iy, VR RSFI “ LA L E X EARRERIE, NURFET IRESEE A PR T
HEMHISEL.

SR, AR AE R RS ) L 25 7 THT WS S B, R Z IR FE AR AT o BT, 7R3 KR AE T 1959 4F35 4 1) “ I
WL - Br &0 i84% 7 (Chomsky-Skinner debate)is , {2 %) T 47 8 £ XAISE RIS FEE IS5, HER D
JETF PR B AE LS 5 SJAHLH] L S AER B Je R A 15 1%00 73 B BRI AR B it

BAMEB B AT “aEF 027, BLEIET A5 S BRI G B RAERT S . i AR
ENERIE R85 S, TR DOE S ICLIENAE N T B R, XAE—E R EHISS 1 515 5 A AR
B, T POEERZ RATIAS, DUOE)LEATERA RSB WIRRIEN T, FRAlfREETE 7 Ak i
BRI ) X — AR, RS R RS 5N E W Tardif 0T R WI00GE JLE hid X155 A) 30 8 15 EERF AR
WK IR T8 AP AE A A4 B BB AT [7]

b, AR AR E AR, BN OB SRR AT B AT IR . B, fEECTEAL
WX, L KRR B (O BR R AR, XA = BD I AL 58 B A N RE 5 A Rt Ak R e, 2 24Tk
CA YNNIV E DN SR

RERBLEE BRSNS BRI IR UL DEE AR ENERE RGBT B _EAA 5T 250, (HIX I
KA HAE A F RN REENE. W TARRIMAENS, WAELSBAUEBRET, H—
BIRELVEAEE T IR i E AR IERC I, DA AT A F 2 5 & M B 5 AR LA R S 45 (n
DUBMZRILSFE) S S, B2 LEE S AW AR 0. SRS, ARTRThSEI T B S
IR EIE RS 1 T as N BRARLEEE 5 SIS I S WL B AL T R I A

5. WIBILEES IFFRHESUZEEINFNER

Letts 7EHrhiif, JLETE S RIS ZE TR, M2 LEESNENEF . AW R
SR X SRR ESEROW R, DL BES IR S T, B AR DU ) LR 5 G R
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RSN ES R R A HE R RE L. HTIOER T Z RIS, ) LEAE A kg
fife i R AR AT EARE Y L A, B S AR RS RERA R SRR, DOEAES B AR
XK R, JLEAE SR R, BB AR RAE[8]. B, fEREAAEMRE, JLER
s B UANE ] Ak iA . Chien 5 Mazuka [ FLik— R0, B MR e EIRE M), BOE
JLEE A BB R FH 10 7 58 BA) V0] 43 [9]

IEAh, Letts 6F “HRIEaE4k” MRR RIS RA EZ )G RE L. iy, BILEES RER R X
NEMIEEESR, HHEEHERRMMER, HNwRESEHES TREERE. X TFELEmS, X
BB AT 20 75 PR S nURR, 2 B B DUERRA M A . Tardif F8H, PUBJLEEET K
JEH T ZARBUE R AL R, MAESRN” [7]. X@—DUl, EIGEEIEH, BIHRERmN
HEERE R RGBSR FR, Letts KHATIIRE(EF) 5iE 5 I TAHBE R, HONDUE A5 T HE (it
TINFIZTH I fRRAELE . T OOB AR Z S5 ), LB/ AR AR rh 75 B4 1 A R 1 2
A BEEATIE . e FRIEI (2020) [ SR B, AT THAREIRSR I J L3E 525 5 FI R R R A0 vk
B [6]. XK, AN CANE RG-S Z A EE ), W5 ) LEMIAFEHAE S8 E 6% VM
Ko

SRIM, Letts IR FEANAEAE—E JRBR . &5, Foxb “BIE - Ak B AR M T,
Cutler A1 Carter 42 H i) “ )51 S5 14”7 (prosodic bootstrapping) 58 BRI #E IH, )L 2 A W A8 Bhid s B HE T
FEGER, R POE ) LE TR E SIS R EAA BRI J1[10]. IR, Letts XHE BALETRH) 2 83515
BHINREAN R . a0 LE K E Bl FE 0, X AT R S EULEE 5 I3 SR A 3-8 St B B
IR, Kuhl IIBFFLAEH, JLEEIE S 2% ) m RO Sk A BBl i s S A N [11] . BRIk, 7E3K
FEARAEE R, JLEIE S R EIBEHN R E &AL B, SO E A — 25 56 7E i) 2 )
i

SRS, Letts 5 AR DUE ) LEE S AP BIES AN B LR HE 788 5 AR R
MEZEMA . AW, AW AT — D 0 DOEAE NI R B 2R AE, DL 5 A)v B2 L
il ARHEFLGE A DOERE S, PP, AR SAEREZ MBI R, M E 4 TH b
R DUE JLEE T I3 N TEHLH] .

e HE

AHFFE )y 2025 HARBE TR RS2 A QIR ML THRIIZRIH “PGE L E F B AR R it 5 VA
B (W H %5 X202510151325) (3585 R «
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