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Abstract

Taking “identity” as an example, this study systematically analyzes its semantic features and usage
patterns based on John Sinclair’s Extended Units of Meaning (EUM), using the Corpus of Contempo-
rary American English (COCA) and WordSmith tools. This paper first outlines the theory of EUM,
including its key elements: core, collocation, colligation, semantic preference, and semantic pros-
ody. Guided by this theoretical framework, this study then explores the collocational structures of
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“identity”. By analyzing its collocations, colligations, semantic preferences and semantic prosodies,
the study reveals how “identity” exhibits polysemy and distinctive usage patterns across different
contexts. The results indicate that “identity” tends to carry a positive semantic prosody when co-oc-
curring with notions of construction or belonging, whereas it exhibits a negative semantic prosody
in contexts implying the revelation or concealment of identity. The study demonstrates that EUM pro-
vides an effective approach to understanding lexical meaning and pragmatic features.
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1. 53|

FCRE S WA R EE AL, EARERE R S UE B SIEIEThRE . A2 SR R U S A
T R R THORE S, AERNE B SUE AR T3 B R S, R RNERSE M. R, PR SR
(Extended Units of Meaning) 7 AT 216 N FRATERAL T —Fh B N KRG IEIGHESE,  RE% 4 i Hh 8 7~ 17 YL A5
BEm o B B T UR N BR AR (4 A LE 1R SCRFAE, 345 i TR fff b 0 3 95 S5 B i 455 v )
e

TEMZ B8 CHIRAIC S, identity —17 B 2 B & UM EE 20T RE. B ANURHE
REFMOEZER TP OME, WRIESFH AT — A EEZIEIC. Identity 135 SCRFIELEA [R5
JRDLH 2 S, a7 AN R B SR A 8 5 2 AN 2 T - TR, 56 TE R R B KRS e 523 B X identity
MR R U N B, BRI S LT N R ARS8 Bh /s HAE TS uEoRh b (1 B A o SCAT v AT TC K
.

REEBE T O AR T identity 192 SCHERRESIE FHIhEE, (H K Z B0 AT A /N AR SCAR 434
LR Z S T AR 7 R R SRR o NIEAMNX — L, RSO 2GR B OCRAL BT #E 8 5 COCA
(Corpus of Contemporary American English)ifiklEE, FRSu5 7 identity FIFEHEC. SEIREE. 18 S IR) FIE
B BAATE, ASHFFCHEH DLT A .

1) 7E COCA BRI, identity f 3 BRI RL AR R AT 4, BRI F R 2

2) IXUEHATL SRR TL T identity EREAYE SUH R 5 1E S 2

3) fEANFEIESE, identity M4 R SCEAL 2 BT 2 an el e I 2 PR 2

BT b, AW T R SCEAA M 5 ikt identity ORIV B SGHAT 20 B AR . i EoR HLAE
ANFEISCA, BEERIEH, WRIHE Y RS BIOE S . AFETOR R RS identity 15 S
RHIE, SRJEERIY identity 7EAN R SCAR B rRRS BOAUARE 38 SUA) Joils OIS, RILIX —IRC 5 N
R IE o
2. MERERA
2.1, “Identity” HIBERSHEXMAR

“identity” —1A7E A ARTHE PRECE FE RN, AR LR R AR OB T C &

Neand
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BRI B VR 2 0 SR 25 % TR UM, 38— RE BB ), JOB ORI R, T
REAETR B AE SR S ot R IR S, IR, WP SUXT % OB SR A L 055
HEHT S R AR

A 22 0TI U, Taijfel 4R RO 2N FIIAS S50 TR AU 3619 10 1 B 38
IR (520 S AR IR FATL]. Giddens AEBLIRHETE ST 4R « EITRIARD ™ s, 50 B3 10
PSS RNASHEMAFAEL2). THREVE & 320U, “identity” % W 1T 40T 106 5000 G2, Wodak % AJBIL 1%
iE - I B T B AR ST IR . Y 5% (3]. Fairclough fR i, A LEILS:
R SR 2 BRI, SRS R S SR ZEBER[4]. Oteiza M RZETNAEIS
B VRN R R 2 U TR UL 0 S5 B 5 S AR KR I5]. A8 SN
identity O EIVAEARGE T R A0 IAE, (5B HOMTAE T I BOOR SRR (], FE45 R ] S8 1
U i AR

FRITE X2 B AR BN SRR T A2, 405K AR R th RSG5 BB L 7o L 3
SR TR A S R SRR TR . AR R EUM HE FIPREH
M RE, T RERI T R YR 0 A RCIE T 406]. FCFIRAHE T EUM %
B SR K7 LIRS EUM B0 RSN HERT T IEHTHH . 363 T B W B A 8] 44T,
ELELA identity ool FHERT RO SCERTIE 080 I, JE 00, AHISE 2 IE N EUM HEZE, XY identity 1
FLSCHER AR 8 BT 5 8 ST A«

22. I REX B

HOSCHRALI S 28 U SRS F K ITE AR O VU . AL GERIEAE XTI E 2L, “3”
AT S, MR A BB SORMRRE TR SURFAE . ST, B TRVEAS B 2 UM 5Bl sralif
SE TR MORE SUAEAE RV A A il A TR AE S BRiE 5 A I AR 9] [10]. BEEIEREE S HMRE, B
FAEBHNIRE], 1R SO iE i LA RS . SRR DL B E I B R R G R .

X 5N, Sinclair 42 1 19« 3LE T8 7 (co-selection) il “ 4™ & 7= X #4377 (Extended Unit of Meaning,
EUMHEZE, SAia] SCRIFFE R0 T 9Bl ME I BES 64% . Sinclair 5, 37 XA BRSTAELER, A2 L IL B
M5 SRR SL R . ARt — D3 e e B SR s A% OB R B (core). #5TC(collocation). 2
4% (colligation). 1B S i [ (semantic preference) F1iE X i) (semantic prosody). iX—HESE{E A 15 Lo #T i
AEMENA, M HE SCE B TE [11] [12].

ALY R OSCRALS BT B oA R, 2 R SRR 3 BT e AN TT 2D B R 43« Sinclair 4 =% e U8 &
1R IREERE B L B oy 2 — 5 BH— N B AN AR AE B R 52— 8 1B R A 2 e 1) RE T 4R [13] .
BB, WA R A T AR B v e 1 = AT, TR DT R[] 1 il R J R SR
AT Z2[8]

FATC R B A PT ERE 2, IERAE I /2 SR R B UL I 58 28 (8] Firth J44ERC € S
RIS SR S A BARIEE 7, A e SR H AR HA], SE LA (You shall know a word by the company
it keeps) N 5 I T A EC I EEVE[14]. Wi, Sinclair BHE LT SN FERE 2 P A~ 3k 22 AN 7E SCAS o
PIIIEEL” [11]. X — & N RIS TR S A 73t 7 2%, R R EE N2, N
J 2R B SRR 70 A E R A

e BAZF AP T AR 50, Firth 1 2638 SRR ML &8 “ A8 A3k 45 K vh By 1 1] 1Y)
FHE IR R "[14]. J& Sinclair $4 358 E SO “ R — MR R i A 20 ol vE R R s i AL 5L,
B S R BB AL [13]. WL, B EORT R SR AL A i FUE AL AR B B A A b, —
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A EFE AT B A B R SNIA S A1 S S 1R 5 FL% U 45 6 (1) 4 ] i 4 s 1] 1] 2H 7
044 B8],

VB S 2 A R T BT T B S, Sinclair # FE SR A I TR TG G50 AR E — P B A
HSCHEITETE WL o R SR IFAN B B, AR R A& S S W IEE A AT L7 [13]. Wi, i —A
7 R SCEA I, — e Sia] (AR AN [, (AT TS AR AT DAZETE SC B IAA0 A3 AN 19 s 1] 1) [F) — S8 St o
DRI G A A) 5 A 7E 5 R i SCERAE IR o A ad Rt b, 1 ] o R ) a7 3 S R O IR — N8 AR

B SRR AN B AL(B AR ) AR B A R L, FHRIE SRR R Y R B AL i i s
—[15]. Sinclair FFBEARHE CEISE AT € S, H A ST SO AR AR iR e, (HAT]
NI, 1B ORI AR TEAS T s 1] BB C 1A S 45 ORI, T B X AN e e SR B A 1] 007
(), EREARIOAE, ATRLE — MR ZE RS, AT L BRI A 94[ 7]
3. sEIt

AW 535 COCA (Corpus of Contemporary American English)iZ ¥} #1 Wordsmith8.0 T. B, #EHLA
identity S5 s IR SR HEAT 73BT o 35 R 1217 (14 J5 IR % m 2 — AN FH (0 B AR], A = 5 (A FH T QRS S PR
KRG RN H = DU, B FAREZFER, UIOREIR MR R MR TI4R, minth
B 54,504 k. H1F COCA MUBER, ATRIERTRIENE, AW FCAE DTS G R BEHLARE 200 25715 miA]
RETHHAT M, B LT CEE+30 TR A4 (F% COCA BRIV E), MRFEAE AR M S A3
Mo KRB NA KIS KNG (case-insensitive), FFHEBRARM . ToElE S AR ESCCA, DL R BT B
(R o &5 M AR S AR o DB 7R 1T 03] identity (A% 0P BCHRFAE , ASHIF 78 50 B 44 T 1 15 T R +4 3],
205 [ PR IAE Sinclair (1991) EEL, REREZRIUZ O SCEAT, SO S s 1 K R BB L AN 5 .

4, LERFHL
4.1. IBEH I

Table 1. The register distribution of identity in COCA
%% 1. ldentity 7£ COCA iBR EEFh BB 9 70

SECTION BLOG WEB TVIM SPO FIC MAG NEWS ACAD ALL

FREQ 5309 7030 2149 3520 2244 5594 4592 24,066 54,504
WORDS (M) 128.6 124.3 128.1 126.1 118.3 126.1 121.7 119.8 993

PER MIL 41.28 56.58 16.78 27.91 18.97 44.36 37.72 200.90 54.89

PERC 9.74% 12.90% 3.94%  6.46%  4.12% 10.26% 8.43% 44.15% 100%

M COCA Ziit & JRE (WA 1), identity —ia(IIEI I 22 R BUR . 725 AR A 0 bR AL A By
Fi(PERMIL =200.90), iz i T HABB R SCA, X R IZRLEAL SR SR FS A B 18 b B
AL, TR TR U Sy BEAZE R RS ML, ARG TR R S AR
gt S T e ) A5 AR (20 37~56), IX R identity £E A SKIRIE R AFEE 2, JeHAEAE UG, S0k
PR SO E R e B A BRI RE WL .

HEZ T, N SO D525 A A 5, identity B2 B 5B 80K (2) 16~28), X 5 iM%
LTV AR OGN U S A B R AT N I A OGP A, TR D B A A
6 S
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4.2. ¥ REX BT
fE COCA TERHEHHE R identity 1F 4 HARZRSIRREEAT 704, R JG R 2 ST R — 0 Bk by
FAEMC . RIS RS SGE, TRt identity I3 FER

4.2.1. $EESH
AT SCRTIR, FARCIAX T HARA BT A F 0, SRR . 1 JGfE COCA i B i
B (span) Jy+4/—4 Xf H bxid identity BEATHIER, ARIEFEECHR SO s A BCIRI AT 20 £, 404 2 fos:

Table 2. The top 20 high frequent collocates of identity in COCA
= 2. Identity £ COCA iBRIEEH AT 20 = SiE AL A

5 P Fis
1 national 2306
2 cultural 1586
3 theft 1464
4 social 1282
5 sense 1156
6 group 994
7 personal 787
8 crisis 750
9 true 729
10 reveal 697

11 development 597
12 orientation 580
13 collective 568
14 culture 554
15 protect 553
16 define 500
17 establish 478
18 individual 477
19 formation 458
20 mistaken 428

L b A T 1) S BT e FR R R B AR AR TR AR . A AN Bhial . TR 281 2 national . cultural |
social. personal. collective. individual 5% 5 7 08 15 22 R I BC A, A& 1A AN NB R fE AL 25 301k
SN S HGINFIE N . 4417 F B4 theft. sense. group. culture 2 F R4k R MEIT LM BEA 5
N NHIZNFS KRR, #BZ A W AEBEAA | A2 B SOl ihn ol e A B 1. 1A 3 AL 5 T reveal  protect.,
define. maintain. establish 55374 . FtoE FYERE S S5 AH G, SRR MR BRI W SBIE FI4E9 5 O
VNG

MEL 5 AT identity =S4 BC 1] T DA B, AN (R3] 28 ) FE BC IR AE 1S X D Re b BoA A B4R A R AE . B
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FVAFENC F ZR Y S SR X At 2 02K, e 7 SRR SCAe VRSS2 0t 4315
B 2 A 2 SR BB P T AR SR 25, R T SR 54T 8 BHRR RSP AR . 3)
R 2L TR T SRR . M LRI ST A MBS A R . X =R B A
WEW], identity —iFIFAE R MM, TR AW, SRR, BRBEREMEZ R E

ZRERE =

4.2.2. FERIRSTHT

LT3R, — B RARRIA AL T, HAR kg5 b 2 0 € [16] . FRIB R FHR S SCRALI 28 =21,
BT RIMTRESEL R, TEEET ——WEE, RATT O BEHL P iEH 200 22K 5147, NTaEATEe
SRR EEHREE, TSt T LRBR, DRI 7R 5 i 1m] (AL B RS T 1) 2 U0 (3 B
N2, RXTEALE R BEEEATIEE . X A PR R ST NP ECHEAT WL Ja & B, identity 2]
Fir BRI LLR T LR 54 -

of identity (22)

the identity (17)

Adj. {national| cultural| social}+ identity (59)
(his| your| their| whose| my) + identity (24)
an + identity (9)

E W RBL, f—r E P ORERIA AL 2R of + identity A1 the + identity. JEi#T#E of identity [m] /=
3T, ATLLE R, HAA AN B EAA S FEREAIE R EZE A the + NOUN + of identity 1 Adj. + NOUN
+ of identity FHSRF /R EEH BN S RFIE . 1M the identity gk Ac WE AT R B LR A TEVERHIE 11
FELEH: Prep. + the identity 1 Verb + the identity .

[FIf £ Adj. + identity (25, A SLRITERFHIE M 2504 the + NOUN + of + Adj. identity,
Prep. + Adj. identity, Poss. Adj + Adj. identity #1 Prep + a/an + Adj. Identity. %5 %b—2H possessive Adj. +
identity 145 M, A L EREVERFIE Y 3 E45 M Verb + Prep. + Poss. Adj identity 1 Verb + Poss. Adj
identity.

2, % identity 7E T @G RHE R 22— B R IEECW R BIRT 4 SrEAT T RIE T, A ERILE
SO REETERG AT DOk EAF 0 e S R AL 10 20, — 3 BUR Ui 5

Adj. + NOUN + of identity

Prep. + the identity

Verb + the identity

the + NOUN + of + Adj. identity
Possessive Adj. + Adj. identity

Prep. + a/an + Adj. identity

Verb. + Prep. + Possessive Adj. identity
Verh. + Possessive Adj. identity

DL XS identity e (48 FC A 82 2 S 0 4 5 AR I HH E S B FH AR A [ 28 5 0 12 5 A 0 L HE i 454
WRMAFER, A identity fEi87% FWIF SIEARMEIES &, REBEEN “F07 5 N7 &
FARME, [R5 301 #4 e i ) 58 22 58 B 4y i i @ AR )

NG identity A4S M TINER, fEA—fE L, EoRBECAYSUE identity and, identity of (17)
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H
e
H

5 identity is (12). 86 RIATHAT IS AT LUK I, identity 47 —A7 & I and HiILAAR & 2 identity 7 T
FIA, TARIA)E BT and FEAERER, K and 76 AR RIS L L JEL, #E IR T8 and. 4k
%% identity of A MIFEECAE M, @i W 5 R R L B VR RHIE I 4574 identity of + the + NOUN k3%
AN SAR I SR . Identity s (A5 D5 BC 45 44 P B 3L SEERHIE I 54408 identity is + DONE #1
identity is + Adj.>RFIR G403 1 EARMERI T 2 A R BAR DL B =R — O B b IR 5 1
FEBC A, AEUEE T T ) BARAIRAE TC 1] AT R B L4 10 ] o — AL RV E A 2 identity f5 8 IR
A RSEE, MUE I identity + Prep /F N —ANREBEE K
PB4 identity iOA M RCHEAT 13RI, PR HERC Ot e B, e MR Y X 32 2

identity of + the + NOUN
identity is DONE

identity is + Adj.

identity + Prep.

SR identity A5 UL B A T IHGNRITEE R G5 K, (HEEFAEXT R ST G I, A ) #5 e 45 44 32 5
A PTESE RO, IR i E MR, X BAUES . @i bR RS S5 T &, identity (93
BEPEIC AR TE M, A5 A RO R VLA 1 o 7E identity & VAR EL A /4, identity 15441
gl MRS EBONREI S, XA T identity 7EIRELE T HIBISE .

4.2.3. B EB S H

BN B S REE S, Rz R S 3 M Gy B, e B4R LA S R] A SCRFAE, AT
PASE N 58 BE 1 fift 12 ) 76 B iz ) o B 58 BERN 4 1T 5 L [17]. %) identity BT SUIT ) 32 2238 T~ IR R %
MTELSER, T45 6 BRI Sl R S FAE S 88, AT 2 B O] (R E VA AT R S LIRS, DA
AL TSR identity FRIE =T SO E R i AR (R S A AT IR 2, TER S OB, [A]
PR F R AT IR B, X RoR A FEAESE RIELE. {Sempref: A}R R —411E Ui . {AB}&/R A BB [
YRAELE . [{ABHFRREXMFIFT S M4 E, Ron—FmT g [7] [18]:

(1) [the] + {Sempref. Adj: CULTURAL} + {Sempref: N: CONCEPTUALISATION} + of + identity /& 14 Fo i #y it £2

Sempref: CULTURAL: cultural, different, male, false, ongoing

Sempref: CONCEPTUALISATION: conceptualisation, application, construction, confirmation, formation, transfor-
mation

(2) [Adj] + {Sempref: N: VIEW} + Prep. + the + identity & /& 5 %,

Sempref: VIEW: view, allegation, declaration, judge

(3) [BE] + {Sempref: V: SEE} + [Prep] + the + identity 2 3115 34E

Sempref: SEE: see, confirm, produce, get, know, alter

(4) [the] + {Sempref: N: CONSTRUCTION} + [of] + {Sempref: Adj: COLLECTIVE} + identity Ek &9 & 454 1

Sempref: CONSTRUCTION: construction, expression, preservation, dependence

Sempref: COLLECTIVE: collective, cultural, detailed, male, female, new, personal, social, teenage, true, false,

(5) [Prep] + {Sempref: Poss. THEIR} + {Sempref: Adj: COLLECTIVE} + identity 314 %

Sempref: THEIR: their, his, her, my, our

(6) Prep + [V.] + a/an + {Sempref: Adj: STUDENT} + identity 4MAfL 544 & 4%

Sempref: STUDENT: student, consistent, defined, important, online, original
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(7) [BE] + {Sempref: V: KEEP} + [Prep] + {Sempref: Poss. YOUR} + identity % ) 5 A F)
Sempref: V: KEEP: keep, want, have, prove, maintain, disguise, change, resume, keep, reveal
(8) identity + of + the + {Sempref: N: VICTIM}4% % /4 &, 55 % 5

Sempref: VICTIM: victim, athlete, target, penitent, witness, person

(9) identity + is + {Sempref: V: REVEAL} + [Prep] £ 3L 5 1%

Sempref: REVEAL: reveal, subsume, achieve, threaten, withhold, define

\% the A: cultural, national N:component
the N:application [ Of
Adj N:view, allegation \
= \
NP BE  V:determine ’ di: \ the N: victim, person
the \ =D [k
NP V: see, get \ b T
[the] N: construction [of] ) .
%% 1 V: reveal, achieve [Prep]

P Poss:thei L . ’
rep oss-thelr } A: collective, ethnic

Prep v alan | /
NP [BE] V:KEEP Prepl [ /

\ Poss: your, his F/

Figure 1. Path analysis diagram of “identity”
1. Identity HYER 12 53 #h[E]

PAE RIS B AR o A B B R Bk, AW R BUE AR B RO 0 B LB A
AFRBERMLE 1). f£ collective S HUFAMLAL 20 8 ML A tH (S 00 10—k, B35 2 ARHAR A — )&
Pk T FA A 437 W1 component SR H AN TR SRR E . AN FE TSI H Dy R AR S A
J&. SAEKE, identity fEATR P RE U B T —HBE S S REN . FE. SHlS BEAE
FETE SCIBUE, AEL T S DB T T A AT e s RNE 5 BB PERFIE

4.2.4. BXER

B SGA  Hr TEAS BL R AE RN B WA TR, T AN [R] R AS [B] () SCAR 22 43 B A
[FIRITE X, HFREAS S HART SUARSKRIR R HAL I IS BE B 8, A OB AR AR AR 2 45 R AR B bR
BRI FEIRNE R BT S 45, S8 Ch eS8 i e v M RS EORRAE Rt B 1 )
[7].

(1) [the] + {Sempref. Adj: CULTURAL} + {Sempref: N: CONCEPTUALISATION} + of + identity &3k
PR PR B IR 1 1) SR, R S0 SO @ I SR 244, B “application” , “cultural” SRl &I H .

(2) [BE] + {Sempref: V: SEE} + [Prep] + the + identity /& IAKIVERIIE S, RHIX S HI3REL,

“see” , “get” , “know” ZiEl A LAMAILH .

(3) [the] + {Sempref: N: CONSTRUCTION} + [of] + {Sempref: Adj: COLLECTIVE} + identity & F % f
FORBWME SRR, RS 53ik, B “construction” ,  “expression” & i H] LLA
P

(4) [BE] + {Sempref: V: KEEP} + [Prep] + {Sempref: Poss. YOUR} + identity /& FF ¥ () S Fa S 14
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=

JZ, RPHHBURMLERE, B “keep” , “have” , “change” Z5id ] LLE H

(5) identity + of + the + {Sempref: N: VICTIM}Z H 4 1) SRR FEFR M TE ), KRB A Sy, B
“victim” , “athlete” 23] LLE .

(6) identity + is + {Sempref: V: REVEAL} + [Prepl /& M A FE, 3R BIXHRR & & 0 i Beil 5 b 5,
H “reveal” , “threaten” , “withhold” Z&iFA] LA, B TIEARIERH “reveal” % HILTE & B 5
BRRAIME 5 S BT, KU EB “HmiE G .

i LRk, “identity” ZEANRNESE T RILH 2 2R 00E LB AT, AR HZEAETE X R EiE S
TERE R . M cultural, conceptualisation of identity 2545 k) rf 3= 55 BB HY HA AR VE AE S, TR Sy
VEg—FhSTAL SN ENRT S T M see 5 know identity 245 kgt AT H A SN PE I TE S, 4R SR
FRAE S FREL; M construction 55 expression of collective identity (145 i) A AARE H &M P IO TE %), SRiH &
PR AE R S ki R M keep 5 maintain your identity 4584 AL AR S HOIE GE, RH B MI4ER S
HILE ;1M identity of the victim B athlete 45 K4 H S & FaFRME 1015 B, R IUGHRE i NP5 1) 55 5
5, A7 threaten, withhold, reveal &5 T4 14 20 1] 6 45 R4 U 52 30 HE B S0 0 970 10 5 G0, 48 Tm) BF 00 i
Fa R ECZ BN IRTE S

SRS, identity B35 CBIFFIRR—T7 1A, MRRE A, &, BRSSP SELHIE L, 20
HE SR 2 4ErE . RS, X WEE T ST 7R O T A St S i AR R FE
5. £578

AHFFEHET John Sinclair 4 J& = RN IS FH1ERLPE 777255 COCA iR H identity — i i3k4T
R SCRAL T, FaoR 7 RS AE B S BB R T e R ARG 1R U AN W e . S
FHESEAL . R, AHEFEE— B KGR T Sinclair () EUM HEZSAE fRE S 5 44 18] 535 SCAE L) T R AR 1
WIGE T HESELE AL PR SRS I T RERT (1438 FH %

WHFE R I identity (197 SCAE FUSEIE R h S0 H 5 B2 (0 AR 5 D0 RYEARHE: — 5T, BliAl SL ]
TNEE S O T R et s S BN B B 5T 5 2 B ARS8 44 1A (U person,
athlete, victim %) B V8 fdt & M o 1B B 5 B8k RILFESHL. AW FCBIGIE 7 ik EEE
X BRSSO R R RTNER S, AR R ORI . 2B E0S S S i A TR
HIIAESE 5578 BRI S, AW IE I B R R SR BN ) 7%, #7 T identity 7EELAIE Fe Hh 10 22 415 SUFF
fE, NIBEF. XSS N R AR T8 IS S5 BT A

Sk
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