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Abstract

Reading is a complex process in which readers decode and construct meaning from written language.
Topic familiarity and foreign language enjoyment influence second language (L2) learning from cog-
nitive and affective perspectives, respectively. Emotion and cognition are closely interrelated in the
human brain and jointly shape individual behavior. However, previous research has largely focused
on single factors, lacking in-depth exploration of their interaction in reading comprehension. Through
critical integration, this paper identifies a predominant single-factor orientation in existing research:
most studies have focused either on cognitive dimensions alone (e.g., the effect of topic familiarity on
reading) or on affective dimensions alone (e.g., the role of foreign language enjoyment), with little to
no research incorporating both factors into a single design to test their interactive effects—a gap this
review seeks to highlight. Moreover, although recent studies have begun to examine the relationship
between emotion and L2 performance, research specifically targeting the role of emotion in the L2
acquisition process remains insufficient. Based on a systematic review of studies on topic familiarity
and foreign language enjoyment, this paper identifies gaps in current research and proposes future
directions, aiming to provide insights for L2 reading instruction based on the potential intersection of
schema theory and broaden-and-build theory.
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