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Abstract

This paper investigates the grammaticalization and subjectification of diao in the Qimen dialect.
The findings reveal that the grammaticalization path of diao follows the trajectory: resultative com-
plement — perfective marker — subjective perfective marker. Its distribution is constrained by the
cognitive category of “controllable task vs. natural change”, refining the previous “positive /negative”
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classification. Compared with Mandarin, the Qimen dialect exhibits a higher degree of grammatical-
ization, having developed a sentence-final perfective marker and a subjective evaluative function.
The driving factors of subjectification include the fixation of the sentence-final position, pragmatic
inference induced by the high-frequency co-occurrence with zongsuan/zhongyu (finally), semantic
persistence, and systemic background. This study provides a new case study for subjectification in
Chinese dialects.
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Table 1. Comparison of the grammaticalization paths of “diao” in Mandarin and the Qimen Dialect
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