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Abstract

The concept of time and space profoundly shapes human cognitive style and language expression.
This study focuses on the performance of the English preposition “in” in the time domain, and re-
explores the cognitive model of in from the perspective of image schema theory. The study found
that when the preposition “in” is in the context of describing past and present events, “in” presents
a cognitive model of container schema, which means “for a period of time”; when it comes to future
events, it shows the characteristics of container-path fusion diagram, indicating the semantic con-
notation of “after a period of time”. The essence of this fusion is the result of the path explicitation
of the container schema under the unidirectional suppression of time. The process has gone through
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three stages: container anchoring, path compression and end-point adsorption. This study puts for-
ward a new perspective for the cognitive analysis of temporal preposition “in”.
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1. 51§

IS TRD AN 23 1] N SN R A, 2 [AVAGE 2 B I (R T R 1] 2] SHIEUESR R, =
() 328 5 I ) s = A R S 5 3] (4] XA BRI R R & AR THE S 20, S5 2 /i
YRR 8] FHVS B b JFG s TR P A R T OR (5 B2, on AT at 7823 ()35 73 9l AR L 4~ [ A ROIRSR 2R, SRS 21
IS ) < BARIER” A« JLsidh” $41E[6].

SRT,  [RVRE ORI A 1] in 75 M2 ) 33 P 2 I ) et 240 S B LE AN R R S A 0

(1) I have lived in Changsha for five years.
(2) The project was completed in six months.

(3) I'll be back in three days.

DA W FE A in ()RR RO AR B, AR TR EdE A “ —Bei a2z 7 (ndsl 2) [6]-[9]. {2
KRtk 3 “— Bl Z 5" (AE—— AT LA a0 R R0 in RERS “RBE” LAY AR
WA BB Ti0. FET o, AR BENERERIR A, FHIRFNE in 7R FHIEAEI B,
B AT AE S P17 BE NS BE AR in A D[R] 3] (RO R IR S

2. ETEREREILHIRTE/T1E in BYIAFIRS S5
2.1. BERERERSHZEW

BRI Lakoff M1 Langacker B45E JLfill, Lakoff $5H!, BRI T AR SRR, AL
H & 2o SO IR AR (T B A gk, S A B a0, B R AGE A - B8 - A B0 R AE
7[10]. Langacker #F— 03¢, &% K 2 il K (trajector, TR) Fit#r(landmark, LM)F 1% (Path) =8
SR HP AR S RE M R R SLR, B AT IBE RSB E G FisaE NS RY)
BIsEtd, SRR EA SRS S IBAESL([11], p. 217); BRAZ N2 SFHAIZ S UL BB 26 ([11], pp. 244-245).
= EILER R T A AT A1 2 [A) S TR 56 ZR A HTAESE

FEIX—FARAELE T, W R RS Fedm s, I A] e A BT b o i ik = 1) 72 G P ) e S R 2H 2 I i) A
[12] [13]6 24 (a) B B (Al mr, B i 5 DAOR B, AT T 7 If ) R0 DA (A1 R (1 B 4
XA AR 1] in DS [R] 8 el B[R] 3800 4 e 44 1 R 42

2.2. FEMNA in HERERHR

22.1. BRERBERNS
BT BRI, SRR NAE in (R ER NS R EIR . S, in RBL “PNEB - 3L - 4
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7 HIARAREEN, FHRNL T AR BT T8 B = 4E 23 M2 (1], pp. 226-227). A 5#FH in FIZ & LA
FAEE . HABIN MBS REMES AR =K, IS E XA BERERX BG4 N AR
([8],p-19): HAZEFHBAMIEH “in MEREXNAERERX” , HBS 1 HARRAFER T, RS, 5%
([9], p. 110).

AR AR R I8 I B S BB (AR, IR NE S O R A, NS R AT B B
— RN, NRIE “—BHaZ N7 BE L. BEE AT A ERE,  “in 2R B EE,
B RARE” , EREER, B AR SRR O = YRR, AR I R R N S B A
WNTEZS ARG N VG S 7 (6], p. 89). WA FH NN, B RIBHMSM N “HMBMEFERN LM , F
PERS TR “He &1 BHRIBEZ (7], p. 101)e IX— 20 ATAEZE LR 915 1] in DA IR 72 1) 29361

2.2.2. E}E)FTIA) in BUSFERME R R RREILE

SR, BB TR R 2 in 7ERS [P R R PR T IE M A5 Ak R e AR A o S8 MUK T B R R
I, in £ “He learnt to drive in three weeks” —2RFEF, FHZEMIIN A “T R FIFAE="NEANR)E
— K, WATRER RO = AR ([7],p. 101). BFFOR MR “ A58 A0 5 5C R 11 R ME S (1 ot
IRIX A in SR SR 87 R RAERT AR . X — SR 1 in BRI AR S 2, H
FRRE T, “ATEaEE” R M B EIBER AR N SLESL), TrER A, “HH
i SRE AT SO TR BIAR 24, Sl “EET LR, 52, X @kir kg
RS TR BSL RGN, AHHE IR AT RS AL AT, R RN TR “ Rt s Hil
UK SR [ R B

[ b2 Navarro WM Z ALK, WRECANA in (085 24 SR EME 73 2K[14]. fhgd in
FEAE = FE B EIR £ Bl Bl 7R (enclosure) A7 7R (inclusion) FIEE A 7R (medium) o FH 2 77 58 8 5
W5 RAR AR EE), A FAAEhIRGE T AT RE AR R R A . SR, B IR I LA R AR AE D AL,
SHAFEREIE “HA” — M S TRz b, mdARA Rz b BRI, X — A O RS “— B
B2 )57 MR, MR S O e TR B S, M5 A HE).

] P 3 43t 0 R B in FEKG SR (R SR AR BR I . BN, A2 E AR, 78 “Iwill come back
here in three days” —2R3RiEH, FH& “FER R B BT FAr2 5" [15]: WA EFH A M )
BRR, WIAFR R FARFEINIISFR[16]. XLEMEHR R T AR B IFE, HZ RMEHIR, REERA
TRV N EL —— A 25 38 R VPSRN T S b 2 782 Bl LS BU A “H 7 2

g LRTR, BUA T IT B NASIR A B i B 7 B TR A1 in PORRR T, (BRSSO RR . MEUKIE “A
SEAME” ORI R TAARBR A, Navarro FIGES BRI SR PRSI 7EL 4, BNV 2 538
SKWANFREINRZI . X LR T ILFE A T, BATRZ E R — AR E R, HEREX
MALIIERSSE, 2T B R BN f A AL o

23. BREARRMELR

F3 b, BREFOFHENCLAN AR TT, T Ul HE A E 4, X— iRk RER
ER AR O AR JE. Ruiz de Mendoza (2017)3& 2 52 A 142 8 (conceptual complexes theory), KfF&
W, e S R B I H G NG — N FEEHESE, $5 5 — B A 2 DR 18 SRS, =R 1F
W B E 5#1E(17]. Besold et al. (2017)iE— 2 WL AWM A UEH, OBJECT. CONTACT 5 PATH %
SnliE A 2 B A 4R i BLOCKAGE S8 R /R45 0, NEAREGIREE 7R 2 I a7 M
[18]. Hedblom et al. (2019)U R & H B R BRI =MAE 7 A IF(merge). A (collection) 525141k
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H45 (structured combination), 7 & I 7 RIFE AN B 2 & e 507 J@ PR T E X[ 19] . Sun ez al. (2024)
TS TE AT 7 U A IR BER SR A 7 SEE S 3 [20] . W R AE SRS K TEE iR A 326 IR AESKE
X, K EBERSBREEIRIEA R E(54.5%), a0 “Buiim paife sl RI R S0 25 sy i 5t 5 %
I7IE, BT MR CASNX T 5 “TU5ash” BRSNS .

ot MR -EAER S RE S RN, EXEE R — i ES ok HA RS AN
FWg o SR, BEA R BRI 2 RE T EAREMBOEES T, MR B T8 R, A
X I ]S 8] in B2 R B BT T AT ] <3 B — A AR B, AR T R 2R S AL T S IR /D

BT, AR A - ARG EIRT, SRR LR RO R AR TR R A R RS, A
& R AT 5 B8 A B R SEIL R 23X — Rl G i AR A ] AR in £ERE R [R) 2 ik vhe — B 8] 2 5 "R A 2
FLIR) 2 iy 1 WL\ R B ?

3. BHE)4TiE in RS- EME o
3.1. BHEfA in BIENX S

I3 in L[R]3 P AR PR AN R SCHE TR0 2R 25 sRIUAE AR I, in 748 [a) A IR T 57 S B
Sk A FERIRE, FObRIE S Oy A B A O (B B MRS S R e AN T I AR,
Bil4n:

(4) He wrote the report in two hours.
(5) It’s the only letter I’ve had in 10 days.
(6) 1 usually finish work in the afternoon.

(7) I haven’t seen him in years.

%1 4 T “two hours” A 5 HHf¥) “10 days” #E ML RO AT RAL A S B, SR RIS SIHEE T
B FEW S AR REB 64 7 P FFR( “afternoon” Fl “years”™ )i FAHXH LR, (AR SCILL) @ BIE
BEEGA, EAMEGE BT HORME N A A . L, B SRR 5 RAL_ BT BEAAAE B AR AR ) 2
5, AH T BABUEF AR R S, 3R] in Gl SO S B A R, IR AR s T 5
RAEIA SRR, BRI “—BINEZ N7 #1353

SR, 1A in SETCRE RN R AR, HAE SN “— B a2 )7 #08 “ —BUN a2 )57

(8) The train will arrive in ten minutes.

(9) It will be ready in a week.

PL bl e, SRS SN “arrive” H1 “beready” B TA] T s FEALL T FEFR N EB( “ten minutes” A1
“a week” MIE—HFIF)), (HFIRFAE AT bR 2 4. WL

(10) a. I’ll be there in a minute.
b. I’ll be there within a minute.
c. I’ll be there after a minute.

d. I’ll be there in soon.*

g, A A A in FE ] A TA) S R REAS 2 AR N 2 S — 2 B N (10b), AR — B2 e
HIAE— IS TRI(10c), T2 NIGFAL T 5 b A AR S, BV BERAA St AR in (XA SRS TR, JF
PR R WIRIA 5, DAIE SR [R]85 (A FEA BT, AN BE FA T JC F1 I 18] 44 17)(10d)
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wan BN BEWS AT BURRE T —— SR T A s N, R “ B Rz A s IXERL B R H ——
TSR RE RS B 1) “ SR AL T, SRIKIL T T AR A B ? I — il A AR A R 7 S BT R A

3.2. A5 - BERMERANER

32.1. BHEERNESHRERY

A BB SRR . Lakoff F8H, ZAEURMEAMBRITE AT AR, Hid
FAMNAEEZS BRI T abasal, 2 T SR A B R bR 12 Sk N P9 R IR VB A 38 Bt F2([10], p.
272). XFPENASIE AR T AT R8I B BRI —— R RN RS RN & T, # S
SPRIERNR, TR AR~ EREGE. 52, BSEEAR FRIESIHENSIRE, KX
FRARI A RIRTI T BEAR MATAE

BB RIPE —HE S EN A in B FERARIIR P A AL, R, in BERTRRESNIAE XA,
WA LR AN N I EN A I FE 5B 3R A2 [8] [9]. B9 B MG, FSEE KR EEERI T 25
TEFAEN “— BB 07 (il 4. 6), Zha& X RN THRFAIRIR . SR, 525 A0 544 i 4
1M N B2 SN EEE AR, BRI in 7E48 FARSKES R BER,  SFPA SOTTA2 A P IRI A 987 T 28 akidi . X
—J7 ) R R, I RIS A N AT R VAR 1 2R T 25 g R 0 7 3K

3.2.2. BREER

PRAT 7R 9 BRI 18] B m) PR T A RPN E T R . Lakoff ¥ HFUE MBS UM EAER: &N
(source). % 5 (destination). 542 (path)5 75 [l (direction), Frp A2 RN “ERLE ALK S HESAL E 517
([10],p. 275)0 43X — B/ BLSR A2 I [A] 38, FL 7 m) MEAAA B A I 1] () AN RT3 3l —— e i A B A2 Bl
R, BRI AR 2 Dt FR MRk, 2R mFTdE .

PACHESE 73 #r45] 8 WTL, 544 “the train” A HATYBE 2 1H (132 Zh (R BUE Bl ) 220k, [R] I 58 B
I T T PRV (AT 1 B 8% 2810 SR BB B2 ) e 1 9 ISR N2 I3 1 M not ready 3| ready
BPRASFAS, FEAEMS [MZ4ERE FIE R T ILETE MR R IR B 26 1%

SR, PR EURAR S ML 2N RIS 2 AN &SGR, Gk 501 in 78 78 AU A% 0018 S B 4
JREK, PRI B FH B A% R [RIREAS J2 AR REST [R] 7] in (9015 SCor 4. I @R R OGS AE T, ISFIRI AR A AT
BRERTER 7 it e, A H AR A AR RS AR IR RAL, AR AR S AR IR .

3.2.3. BYE BRI AMNERREHFEL

I 1] B[] 12 22 T CACAE A R A (K Rk rp R A, ARVEAE T IA R0 3 Ak i A A7 B85 T i A 2 R SR AR
BHEM AT R BIUAERS, FORI A5 U TE I 2 B A e AT, AR R REN ERE L HE, e
AT O HE S . BN RIBORME NS AR, SR T A SR N

M0 R A R RE, FHAR AL TR BRI EZ )5, A TR b . EEHRIR IR — R
KRR, NN ARSI A I (B e P AT o AR B —— M UL I 2 A, VNI IRV A T RS 3, ELR
BIEHEA R A T B2 mlo X DB BN R IR BAT AR R AL : R LGN 21, 28 RURARRFAF A %1,
J7 T NBLAE BRI (8] B [ ——BI A BE AL KR A AR R —— IE R AR — L EB s R h 43 BL
BAL.

33. AEE - BEMAERIRE

BEATAFIINT “in+ GRS B FIS5HIS, 27 7 =AESERINFIBT B, B TR A a5 e
o R
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3.3.1. BBHE

RN R G0 Sl 2% 18] B ke i R o — AN 88, R S B B o n T3k a1 Bl
MRS OEEBAEAG NA T, TR BRI AR, AR ENE R AR Va5 23 E
PRSI, I IR 7R A LA B B S At 2 () A B A TEE BT IR A in Riksh&
23 1) R I A AL G AR 2 PR IRE s 7 [a]), B ) 25 2 i FR 4 X RE Y 8 BILEE [0 AR SR I 7 RS 5

3.3.2. BELESE

BB TR B AN T (0 B ) B R, MR AR AT, SR AR B A I TR 2588 P B I B AR 4 L
T AL, (R 2R 2 RS A A — AR SR RS B I B AR, TR T S AR A UL T35 T 20 [ ) 1) 25 25 2% A8 B (K1 77 7 o
P AR AT I TR b M RHRIE I AR, OB b R AT B PR A A5 AR £ i AT B A s e B B v,
TGS SN “RENTERS” AR “HBZ 7, FAF Il R AR N AR A I ) SOIR E A

3.3.3. &R

GhA AR BRI I I Bt R AR BUR TR BE MRS B 7 ), SR S Sl B LA AR AR AR B A%
HARIA A, AR A 2R AR A D, BB . A iA] in AR TRV s PR A BE AR 2R A 2 N TR IR
MG T, EAFH AR I A I R 4R B B AR Sl A REHGE HARAL B, R U2 F
BASHIA TCVE AR SR, AR S BRI LRI “— BRI 2 57 (8 LA

4. Kig

HISCHEH 4% - AR A B/ in (I E] AR Bt 7 48— RN N RE . AT, — ki) ilfiE 2
MR in SERFER I (B A 3] 0 2 At ] & 5 A AESRALUIY “ 2 /2R 7 1 SO AL ? A LT a2
W A R ORHRE IS . M URESE ML, B KB T A S - ARG BURRA e
AR ? AFTEL IS in HSRH LA, $E7R in RERVE A RIARYE, 507 &% - BRAC Rl & BRI R
A5 JREE MRS EEE S . RICEE . MR BB RIS (8] /11A] in 115 U9 DT IRE P,
W7o - B R B CERORE 0 AN g ot M T A 5

4.1.in SHALTIREIXIEL

4.1.1. into: HEXRIFBIRFEHI

into 5 in JLERBENX, LT LEMHTRERE, X —ZRIRIELET into XHEAZ 8 MERAF 4
BT into 23 IE BE T AR (ERAEDT R, SRR SIS S . SRR
i, SHATEEN “BIE” (BRI E] “Rk” (FBOATY), BET 2NN, HFEERED
Gt B EAEESR Y . into JEIOERIX — 7 M) AL AN TR A, DRI HEBRTE S [R13Z A into F S GIR I,
MR ETARR M. R ARSI, & in AE SR 2% - BRABR G B 24 1

4.1.2. on 5 at: =[B)[REDRERTENE RN

on 5 at fEAF (AR E AL in SR, IXEASEAITER [FHIR I R I 5E AR . on (125 1A] R 4L 2
THETI, S B R R A s WA RS TR A A% 3R (BRI R, ik RS —iHR 5 A S
([6],p- 89)- at [y a] AL & Z Yt 55, bt RIS A L BRIk “TERE—Z1” . ZF TN HEREE, T
PIERR CHEB” M, BRURAANFLE “2W” 5 “2E7 XS, on Flat IERGIR, AHERME
SEALER IR RAE “B B B B RTHE .

4.1.3. after: BEERELEFZLR
after 5 in A RIE “—BWEZ G , HEW “2 7 FAERBER. after €5 [0 AR IEE 12 K

DOI: 10.12677/ml.2026.147631 164 HURIE = 5


https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2026.147631

BN

o BRI A5 RIS AR IR 2 )57 M3 B in RFEE, after ) “2Z )57 &4 “1A5
WRBR” ML ——S T AL T I B2 Ja MR R R, TR SR AR I B i 3 BOX — 22 57 IR S Bl
Toafter AR BRARMARE S, Stz “UF7” 2R, BERRXGEAME N, HkA “Wk” M
UG Xy, TR R AL + B T WL R . after IRBIRW], 1A F 2R “ 4
RIS BE R SR

4.1.4. within: B RIRHEEBRBE
within TIRLK in (30 SR IEAR R . 7ERAIR, within & “TE—BEWRIZ N7, 5 in (050 259078
EARE] . BB A SR FAER, within ZIIERIS “ —BIN 257 o X —Z R MR T within X 57

G AR CHROEILT” o BN B RN, within SO R AEA G R ——FAE AL T B A ER, L AR
ERREIVER, AEAZE R EHAR. within FIZEGIRY], FO&EARE in RENEAEIT R] 8. 1] 1R s ) F B %42
KBS - BARR A RIS AT

ERE LA EXSHAT DURBL, in AROARFIARVENR T 32 8] R 2R [R] I B =N 1 N ASSE Fe VEAE in RES
AL “WFRIBC” , WA FE in BERSTERL “ 2% iR PN, BRE& BRARME in RERSIIT BR AR SCELAL & . HoARAY
W EAER — E Y LR, BE YR A EAE, BEE A in MR 2 N/Z )R 1 XA,

4.2. B8 - BEMSETSHMBERNNL

4.2.1. ESIERFEIL: TEMRE “BRE” TR

8 S B PR IRV (R 1 S 8 L DA — TR R gt o B SO AR AU [0 SN S8 3 R ER 45 4
Lakoff HIfifig th, XA R4 ARAER AT, TR A% AL b R e 1) — R N (n 3 S R e e . g
WT RN BT KB K ([10], p. 91)e ZETIX—HESL, in () “ —BUNFRZ J5 7 FVET ALy 2 s Bl i 8 5 B
P gt Bs i R AR, BT — s AR

SR, B ENEIREE RN “ 2 SO BER ORI, TR JE AR ¢4 IR
Bt e “AERZSE”  DARCART AR R 1 within AREF2E “2 )57 o MAHE IR H A4 -
B R B B I XK A (el R [ 5, R F AR E “ B R EDRFeH” X — 9 SR, TR BT
VR A Il el S 5P N 7 1B 2572 1 N K NS (6 P L S 9 R W 27 O

4.2.2. XBKEiS: TERE ‘B HES

RECELRINA, AN FEIAENA T DA/ BN 8% D0 3R U R IRA RN R [21]. FEAZBR R, Wi il 35 18
PEHRAE R e, WS R R e = M AC PR B . ik, “Tll be back in three days” HH “ 2
J& 7 SCRTRUAWTIEE 25 S EERMES H S S, WIEHEBRARIE “=REFRER” , MR “ =R HE
R .

SRIMT, IBEHHERFEREIIERR . M in () “Z 57 SURSAERE RIS i L2 e, T HRRre s
Bk, Hohd THOEEAR . BRILZ Ah, 8 HHESEICIEMREE N within, after 7EAHRIESE T
AFEAEZRLE S, LA in () “ 2 )57 B IFEER B S, Tk “ERZ)E7 - AR H A
- BRARRE BRI in 1“2 f5 7 SCNTE A Z T B2 A G B 2 00, $8 i T S ) P i e ) 25 4 1]
TR BOE SR JRIE, BT T A SRR BIREEL R, MTTRERE T bR =N . Rk, iR IRE
8 T AR, 72 AR AR A S0 [ A

4.2.3. WREREE: TERE “BEE" P
PR A 2E SO — B - B, AN HAE SOFAES e B RN, 152
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RAYWT[22]. Fk, “in + WEB AR — AR 8 R rist, Hdinf “2n” 5
“Z 57 PR SCATHLN I — R R AR [ SRR, Py 7 R 5 858 P

WRTIT, RIRIEE R RSN “in + BHABE (0T - DHRERCRT, 20k DU X — R 30 BRUIKTR 2
B, AAZH RIS AR “ 2 /257 X PR SR, AT 25 & F RS R Gtk il 2 %44
AT S, LAEART “in + KRB MR AR SR, ik after IBREHIFFRUX A
TR 3% - B AR R IR IAZE T, & “in + RHIRIER” AQaIRAL T UAIERIR : #4302 7 LA AY AR SR
B IERE AR R S M AR R NN eh B IR E eIk, TN 18] 8 i P A A M S v 7 4
ol PR

b LR, SESTIEREEE . SCIEEIS S RIE L IR A BIAEIE WSO R . B A SRR - ThAE
AL =AU E in B R FTERRE S TR, MR “ 2 W/2Z 5" WLHR AR 288 - B
e A BRI RS RS R, TR E HEERE 3R AL T G (AR L) —— DR I 26
JEHI R, LSS - A A A R, DAL SR s . fERIENE b, 08 - B A R B S
—INEIHUREES T in (OHTE I R AT, SR = BT RRE T in SRS, 8% T NE M
A ST TR HE A T4
5. &5

AW T T R B R PR SEE A 18] in £E I [RIZRIATT 1] FRE s HEAT BB R IT,  ROUAEFiA 1L L AN EL
FERAFIE, S in I A SREURIAREE, R “—BUNRIZN” 230G ERIRARRFIFR, 2RI
AR - BARR S BURIRS AL F0R “—BONTRIZ G 7 15 . X — Rl & A B 2 & K AL TR
B PR N B AR AL EE R, SRR TR S . B AR I A AN 2 SR = AN B BL

AW FEAIS A7) in ATt TR LT, 7E DU & B7R D% o FA) B T PR B T 7 2 16
IRBHAT S A I 2 SR B R U2 AMRER TR T RE s WF A0 E5 10 SRR 1 NS0 i 2 B (1) sh A R A 12k
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